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From the Editor in Chief 

Jeff Yarbrough 



Advocating excellence 



AT THE 1993 EDITORIAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS, 

sponsored by Folio:, an industry periodical. 
The Advocate was selected by a panel of 29 
mainstream magazine editors and publish- 
ers as this country's best newsmagazine. 
Our competition in the category? Time and 
Newsweek After we won the award, I promised via this 
page that we at The Advocate would challenge ourselves 
to deliver an even better magazine in 1994. 

I think we hit our mark. At the 1994 Editorial Excel- 
lence Awards, The Advocate was chosen once again as the 
nation's best newsmagazine. And in September 1994 
Advocate staff writer Chris Bull was honored by the 
National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association for, as 
they wrote in their Annual Honors program, "several arti- 
cles, especially 'Suicidal Tendencies,' " which ran as an 
Advocate cover story April 5. Bull's fellow award winners 
included Jesse Green of The New York 
Times Magazine, Deb Price of The Detroit 
News, and Louise Sloan of Glamour. 

This year promises— once again— to 
improve our already award-winning 
publication. Joining Bruce Bawer as one 
of our four rotating Last Word colum- 
nists is Camille Paglia. Probably the 
nation's best-known lesbian writer, she 
first gained notoriety in 1990 as the 
author of Sexual Personae: Art and 
Decadence From Nefertiti to Emily 
Dickinson. This work as well as her two subsequent col- 
lections of essays— Art, and American Culture and 
Vamps & Tramps: New ^wayj— showcased her virtuosic, 
iconoclastic style, which will undoubtedly be on display 
in her columns in The Advocate. 

And speaking of daring thought, writer Donna 
Minkowitz returns to her post as an Advocate Last Word 
columnist after a year's absence. She has covered gay 
and lesbian politics for The Village Fo/ce since 1987, gar- 
nering her a Pulitzer prize nomination in 1991, and 
Newsweek named her one of 30 "gay and lesbian power 
brokers" in 1993. She writes brilliant personal essays, 
objective third-person articles and first-person reportage 
(she's often worn disguises to infiltrate organizations on 
which she's reporting), and incisive commentary on 
national politics. Her first Last Word column will appear 
in the next issue of The Advocate 

Also coming to Last Word is Gabriel Rotello, the 
founder £md former editor in chief of the now-defunct 
OutWeek. For the past two years, Rotello has written New 
York Newsdai/% Cityscape, the first weekly op-ed column 
on gay, lesbian, and AIDS issues to appear in a major 
American newspaper. His journalistic voice has often 
placed him at odds with various gay and lesbian 



factions, so Advocate readers can expect to be challenged 
and provoked by his Last Word columns. 

We are also expanding our regular coverage of health 
issues that relate specifically to gays and lesbians. 
AIDSLine will now be known as Your Health and will 
enlarge its focus to include non-AIDS-related concerns. 
Joining Dr. Gary R Cohan in writing the column is Dr. 
Katherine A. O'Hanlan. In lectures, books, and scholarly 
activities, she has been an eloquent and energetic advo- 
cate for research, screening, and preventive medicine 
relating to the health of women and, more specifically, 
lesbians. Since 1990 O'Hanlan has been an assistant 
professor in the gynecological cancer section of 
Stanford University's school of medicine, and in 1991 
she founded the Lesbian Health Fund and is now its 
honorary chair. 

The WorkLine column, penned by Christian Arthur 
Bain and Per Larson, will also expand its 
focus. Retitled Your Business, the col- 
umn will begin to look at entrepreneur- 
ship and management in addition to 
investments and workplace issues. Your 
Business will appear in every other issue, 
rotating with Your Health. 

Looking through our archives (which 
contain 28 years of Advocate back 
issues), I can't find a columnist who's 
garnered a bigger response from the 
readership than Janis Ian. Her 12 
Breaking Silence columns in 1994 were unparalleled in 
their generation of reader mail. Fm happy to say that 
she will be back. Alternating with her will be Bruce 
Vilanch, the man who for two decades has put punch 
lines in the mouths of the famous— beginning with Bette 
Midler, whose act he helped craft in the early '70s and 
with whom he spent most of 1994 on the road. He's 
also written for Lily Tomlin, Richard Pryor, Whoopi 
Goldberg, and Joan Rivers as well as for star-studded 
events such as the Academy Awards (working closely 
with Billy Crystal in coming up with between-presenta- 
tion jokes and banter). Comic Relief, and the now-fash- 
ionable big-event AIDS benefits. Vilanch's first column 
will appear in our next issue. 

Our column for guest writers. Viewpoint, will contin- 
ue to showcase the biggest names and authorities in pol- 
itics, the arts, and the media today. Launching this year's 
Viewpoint is Tony-winning playwright Tony Kushner. 

Finally, there's one column in The Advocate where I 
hope there won't be any changes: the Letters page, 
where readers sound off. Your observations are consis- 
tendy sharp, humorous, and insightful, setting the tone 
for the entire magazine. This is your column, so keep up 
the good work. i 




At the 1994 Editorial 
Excellence Awards, 
The Advocate VIB& 
chosen once cgain 
as the nation's best 
newsnufiazine. 
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viewpoint 

Tony Kushner 



I am your Newt 



^HKH A YEAR-IN-REVIEW LETTER FROM THE HONOR- 
^^mM abk Newt Gingrich as telepathkcdly dictated to 
^^H| ' Tony Kushner: Hello, Fm Newt Gingrich, the 
new Republican speaker of the House! I 
^^^Bk^ understand this magazine is expressly for 
^^^^^^ homosexuals. I don't know any homosexuals 
personally, but I have fed a few to my Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks. Bowwow yum-yum! No, just kidding. I don't 
even have Rhodesian Ridgebacks. My half sister is a les- 
bian, and we're very close, in spite of the fact that I think 
homosexuality is like alcoholism: You can't cure it, but 
you can control it Never mind that, though; I just like to 
talk Fm an intellectual, and if my half sister can stand 
me, you can too. And Fm getting out of the fairy-swatting 
game: Turns out it's a loser at election time. Turns out 
die real threat to the family and to American civilization 
isn't homosexuality, no matter what we Republicans have 
been saying for die past 25 years: The 
real threats are taxes, the government, 
the '60s, single mothers on welfare, and 
Hillary Rodham Clinton— good God, the 
mouth on that womaa 

It's been a good year for us— the GOP 
and homosexuals— we both did great at 
the polls. You got practically all your can- 
didates elected, and so did we. You 
defeated those antihomo referendums, 
which we supported but not energetically, and we got 
Proposition 187 passed in California, saving American 
civilization from importunate wetbacks (since I am an 
intellectual Ph.D. and a voracious reader of history books, 
I get to use words like importunate). Proposition 187 will 
save America from, among other things, the really terrible 
threat of bilingualismr-\Aas^ may sound like a good time 
on a Saturday night to you perverts, I mean, homos, but 
actually, bilingualism isn't sex but means that your kids 
will have to Iwblo espanol to figure out which is the boys' 
toilet and which is the girls'— except, of course, you peo- 
ple don't have kids, not naturally anyway, and you proba- 
bly don't much care which is the boys' toilet and which is 
the girls', but, hey, that's cool because I am OK with gay 
now because I am, as I said, an opportunist, I mean, a 
sociopath, I mean, an intelleaual. 

We now know that you people are a very small minor- 
ity, as per this new sex study from my fellow Ph.D. intel- 
lectuals at the University of Chicago, and so you are not 
as scary to us now as when we believed you that you 
were one in ten. Now, because we know you are so 
pathetically few in number, you are easier to oppress, I 
mean, to feel sorry for. Unlike, say, black people, who 
are, in spite of our best efforts (building prisons, electro- 
cuting, cutting welfare), still around, still breeding, still 
threatening White, I mean, American civilization. But if 



I am what stands 
between you and 
Auschwitz — asloig 
as we continue to 
getaloi^ 



you homos all get married to one another (in your 
endearingly nonlegal pallid imitations of normalcy) and 
have pets instead of kids and stop acting like countercul- 
ture McGovemiks and stop cross-dressing and stop try- 
ing to molest, I mean, teach our children (who will soon 
be too busy praying in school to leam about butt fuck- 
ing or how to strap on dildos), we will ignore, I mean, 
tolerate you. Mosdy. I, Newt, promise you this. For now. 

OK, so we're going to gut the Ryan White Act. How 
the hell else are we going to balance the budget and cut 
taxes and spend more on defense like we promised in 
our Contract With America (as seen in TV Guide)1 So 
maybe you'll just have to stop fucking each other, 
because, let's face it, AIDS is not a real problem for 
straight men, I mean, real men, I mean, white straight 
men, no, I mean, human beings, no, I mean, ordinary 
Americans— we aren't getting ADDS in spite of the lip ser- 
vice paid to the contrary by the Jewish, I 
mean, cultural-elite media. 

Welcome to GOP America. There's 
even a dub for you; it's called the Log 
Cabin Club or some damn thing like 
that, which they tell me is out to make 
the GOP moderate, which cracks me up, I 
mean, which I admire a lot Good luck, 
fellas; don't call us, we'll call you. 
We can all prosper in GOP America- 
Jerry Falwell and Pat Buchanan and me and even you, 
grotesquely twisted though your desires may be, as long 
as you are white! Race is the winner issue, I mean, the 
moral issue, ai}d you can play too— as long as you leam to 
stay within the limits we set for you, which indudes that 
you accept that sex is dirty, dirty, or at least leam to say 
so publicly. Which indudes that you leam to side with 
the winners (us) and not with the losers (the poor and 
other welfare-state client populations, victims, pro-choice 
loudmouthed feminazi women, blacks, Mexicans, people 
like that). If you are homo and black or brown or poor 
or feminazi or something, well, I mean, who had it out 
^ov you when lives were being handed out in heaven? 

I am your Newt, I am your Gump, I am the Con- 
federacy's ultimate victory! Washington is mine, and I 
will sack it so hard, it'll make Sherman's march look like 
an AIDS walkathon! I am, as I have said, what stands 
between you and Auschwitz. And if we continue to get 
along, you and I, I will continue to stand between. If you 
get too uppity, of course, FU have to step aside. And in 
you go. But that probably won't be necessary. 

OK, Newt didn't really dictate this to me telepathically. He 
and I stopped communicating telepathically back in 1978, 
when he decided that being a moderate Democrat was a loser 
position and switched to his current status as the mouthpiece 
for neobarbarism. Happy New Year. Love, Tony 
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People 



They said it 

scar Wilde once said. "There is oiilv one thing in die 
world worse than being talked afiont, and that is 
not being talked about. Over the past yeai" weVe 
talked about — ^and elicited some rather candid com- 
ments from — news makers, opinion makers, and the 
bright lights in the world of aits and enteitainment. Wliat 
follows are some of the more profound. fiiiui\. luid con- 
troversial things our interview subjects told us in 1994. As 
we like to sav, there is only one tiling in die world worse 
than being quoted in The Advocate, and that is not being 
quoted in The Advocate. 




1 speak for the individual. For any- 
one out there who's ever had a 
dream and has had to listen to 
'Honey, you can't do that.' 'We don't 
allow blacks here.' 'We don't allow 
fags here.' 'We don't allow women 
in this bar.' I am a giant 'Fuck you' 
to bigotry. Buddha, Krishna, Jesus, 
and now RuPaul. Fm about the poli- 
tics of the soul. I transcend the gay 
community. 1 speak to everyone 
with pain in their heart. I am here 
for ail of them." 

-RuPaul 

"People are obsessed with sex. Quite 
frankly, I thought the whole goal of 



equal rights in this country was to 
make parts of your life over which 
you have no control, like your sexu- 
al orientation, and some over which 
you do have a choice, like religion, 
irrelevant. I come from a small-town 
family, from a 100% Norwegian- 
American background, and we are 
very private people." 

—Rep. Steve Gunderson 

"It's disturbing to say that AIDS has 
made me feel so good about myself 
I see that I can go out and make a 
difference. Before/J didn't care if I 
died. No\^JJ can't die yet." 

' —Rebekka Armstrong 

"I believe love in any form, between 
any two people, is divine. Whether 
it's between two men, two women, 
or whomever, it's all the same. I 
think diat deep down, so many peo- 
ple don't express themselves, don't 
love themselves enough. That's why 



there's so much turmoil. I know it's 
OK for me to love any human being 
on this earth that I choose to love." 

—Michael Feinstein 

"You can probably be in love with a 
man and not feel any sort of sexual 
attraction. However, if I were a 
homosexual, Fm sure I could fall in 
love with John Waters in about a 
half a second because he is one of 
the funniest, most charming, intelli- 
gent people that I've ever known. 
He's really a prime catch." 

—Johnny Depp 

"I think gay women, out or not, have 
been brilliant comedians because 
their point of view is twisted. A part 
of us can never participate complete- 
ly in the world, so we've always been 
the watchers. In high school, when I 
didn't date, I was a watcher— and 
that's what makes you a writer." 

—Jane Anderson 

"I was wearing lipstick, but the 
Secret Service let me in [to a speech 
given by President Clinton] just 
because I said I was a reporter." 

—Luke Sissjjfag 

"You used to have to go hide in a 
booth in Denny's to be a dyke. Now 
everyone wants to be one." 

—Lois Bromfield 

"My grandfather was convinced that 
I was going to be gay from the time 
I was 3, and he hated my guts. He 
came into our living room when I 
was dancing around in my mother's 
crinoline, and he tore it off" me and 
threw it in the garbage." 

—Kevt/n Aucoin 

"If [Galiano Island, off the coast of 
British Columbia,] ever becomes the 



"Good parents are good parents — r^rdless of their sexual orien- 
tation. It's dear that the sexual orientation of parents has nothii^ 
to do with the sexual orientation or outlook of their children." 

— Former U.S. surgeon general Joycelyn Elders 
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island of Lesbos, I'm moving. I don't 
think similarity of sexual taste has 
much going for it as a way to build 
a community." 

—Jane Rule 

"It's been an incredibly interesting 
trip playing a gay character. It's 
opened my eyes to a lot of things. 
You begin to see the homophobia 
in your own family when your par- 
ents, who are proud that their son is 
a star in a television show, don't 
want to tell friends that he plays a 
gay character. The fact that I've 
been able to make a difference in 
some people's lives makes it all 
worthwhUe." 

—Doug Savant 

Tve heard the rumors about Tom 
[Cruise] ever since we broke up, 
and I have to say that after 4 1/2 years 
of marriage, I didn't see one sign 
that he was gay— and I guess I 
should know!... I did hear Nicole 
Kidman was a transsexual. Now, that 
I believe." 

—Mimi Rogers 

" Tales [of the City\ was just a little 
too ahead of its time. We committed 
the unpardonable sin of allowing 
homosexuals to look like human 
beings." 

—Armistead Maupin 



"I think most 
have thought 
other women in 
ual way before, and a 
lot of them have had 
experiineiital j^ex. But 1 
couldn't say who. 
couldn't even tell vou 
who amonti the 



women 
about 
a se.x- 



supermodels— and that's a very 
small group. The only model that I 
really know is an open lesbian is 
Jenny Shimizu. Most of the girls I 
know like men. They never come 
on to me." 

—Christy Turlington 

"If anyone says that they like me, 
they are lying." 

—Michael Petrelis 

"Monty Clift didn't say Tm gay'— he 
just was. I never heard Noel Coward 
say anything about it, though he 
lived with Graham Payne when I 
knew him. CUfton Webb, Truman 
Capote, even. All these people that 
had been friends of Bogie's never 
talked about it. I've known gays all 
my grown-up life. I find that very 
talented people, whatever their sex- 
ual orientadon, don't have to flaunt 
anything." 

—Lauren Bacall 

"For some reason we humans tend 
to define certain forms of behavior 
as 'unnatural.' That's a lot of bullshit 
I hate the walls and boundaries that 
people create to separate us, 
whether the issue is sex, religion, or 
ethnic background." 

—Hugh Hefner 



1 ^ ^ 




I want to liberate women. That's 
why I have to speak out against the 
lesbian world. It's provincial; it's 
superficial. There is not one sin- 
gle major lesbian anything that 
has come out Nothing. Not one 
great artwork, one great lesbian 
book. I want lesbians to stop 
thinking about patriarchy and 
rejoin the iuiinan race. The resis- 
tance to men is bullshit" 

—Camille Paglia 



For a long dme I 
thought I wanted 
to be a nun. Then 



I realized what I really wanted to be 
was a lesbian." 

-MabelManey 

"Asking whether fashion matters is 
like asking whether food matters. It 
does, absolutely. If someone said, 
'You can't have ice cream; just take 
this pill for sustenance,' I wouldn't 
want to live. Sometimes fashion 
may seem frivolous, but it isn't It's 
the difference between existence 
and living." 

—Isaac Mizrahi 

"Sometimes my body gets them to 
listen; sometimes my music gets 
them to listen. But I'm not going to 
miss my opportunity to say what I 
have to say, because if I enlighten 
one or two or three people, I've 
done something. I've enlightened 
myself, so I've already accom- 
plished—to me— a miracle!" 

-MarkyMark 

"It's important for me to be out in 
public. I'm lucky. I grew up in 
Greenwich Village, and I could be 
out. I could walk down the street 
hand in hand with my girlfriend. 
But then you meet people who live 
in Kansas or wherever, and they 
don't have it so easy— especially 
teenagers. I think the more they see 
gay people who are out the more 
encouraged they'll be to come out" 
—Kate Schellenbach 

"If somebody is not going to call me 
because I played a gay character, 
then I will not be proud to be a pro- 
fessional actor." 

—Antonio Banderas 

"I heard that in the hierarchy of 
reincarnation, the lowest form is a 
heterosexual man. Then as you go 
up the ladder, the highest reincama- 
don form is a lesbian." 

—Melissa Etheridge 



"Playii^ Antonio's lover, I am the envy of 95% 
of the women in the worid and, I guess, about 
l?/o of the men. Antonio is certainty an easy 
guy to love." 



-Tonn Hanks 
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"I never worried too much 
about nutrition. 

Then, my doctor told me 
I was HIV Positive. 

Now, I do everything 
I can to maintain my energy, 
strength and quality of life." 





Now, there's an important nutritional 
product that is cUnically proven effective for 
the dietary management of people with HIV 
or AIDS. It will help maintain your weight, 
muscle mass and energy, without causing 
diarrhea, to preserve the quality of your life. 

It's Advera, a unique product 
specifically designed for the advanced 
nutritional management of people with HIV 
or AIDS. 

Advera is different from ordinary 
nutritional supplements. It is high in protein 
to help maintain lean body mass, and has a 
patented protein hydrolysate system to enhance 
absorption. Advera provides increased levels 
otkey vitamins and minerals often deficient 
in people with HIV or AIDS. It is fortified 
with beta-carotene and contains a refined, 
deodorized fish oil rich in n-3 fatty acids, 
which may support the immune system. And 
good tasting fiber enriched Advera is low in 
fat, and lactose and gluten-free. It won 't 
cause gastrointestinal problems — such as 
diarrhea. 

Especially when used early, Advera 
can play a key role in your fight to maintain 
your weight, your muscle mass and to 
preserve the quality of your life. Ask your 
doctor about Advera. 

For more information on Advera call: 

1-800-544-7495 




ADVERA 

Specialized, Complete Nutrition 

Advanced nutritional management 
to preserve quality of life. 
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Airfare from New York only $399 
Call for info on other low fares. 



OUR GUESTS KNOW HOW TO HAVE FUN. 

And our exclusive private weeks at Club Med resorts create the 
perfect environment for a carefree vacation. The world's best 
beach resorts from the leader in all-inclusive vacations. 

Where everything— meals, extensive sports, nonstop activities, 
exciting entertainment, outrageous parties, and much more, is 
included. And all for (not from] one low package price. 

Discover the excitement that thousands have already experienced 
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It was the year of the kiss. 

Roseanne kissed a lesbian on her long-running, top-rated sitcom and, in the process, kissed off protests from 
advertisers and "family values" media-watchdog groups. Matt Fielding (actor Doug Savant) on Melrose Place almost 
kissed a boyfriend on-screen until the Fox TV network decided not to kiss off angry advertisers and conservative 
media-watchdog groups. The gay rights movement's first 25 years were sealed with a kiss as we celebrated 
Stonewall 25 and Gay Games IV (thougli some of the events' sponsors found themselves kissing their investments 
in the celebration good-bye). Gays and lesbians got the kiss of death in the November elections, with Republicans 
returning to power in Congress for the first time in 40 years. And while it wasn't exacdy a year of kiss and tell, sever- 
al public figures did address their homosexuality for the first time: musician Michael Feinstein, congressman Steve 
Gunderson, filmmaker Lizzie Borden, athlete Greg Louganis, actor Dan Buder, writer-producer Jane Anderson, and 
marijuana activist Ricliard Cowan, to name a few. It was a year too in which we had to kiss people good-bye— Randy 
Shilts, Pedro Zamora, Marion Riggs, and many others— as AIDS continued to take its toll 

To quote a lyric from "As Time Goes By": "A kiss is just a kiss." Indeed, it is. And a^ear is just a year. But for gays 
and lesbians, 1994 was alternately tender, dry, passionate, and insincere. Pass the Chap Stick. 




GREGORV Z4BILSK1 FOB THE ADVOCATE 



Gay men and lesbians march in New York City in the June celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Stonewall riots. 



l«NU«ir 24. 19)5 



THE ItVOCtlE 17 



,1 





I call 

with Pride.' 
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Exc/usive 
Long Distance 
Sponsor 




Maria supports the Fenway 
Community Healtfi Center, 
Boston, MA 

"Their specialized women's 
iiealth center is important to 
me, and they care about the 
needs of the lesbian and gay 
community. With every long 
distance call I help bring better 
health care to the community." 



The Pride Network. 
Saving of up to 25% vs. AT&T, 
MCI or ^rint. Plus, 3% of your 
long distance bill will support 
a lesbian, gay, or HIV-related 
non-profit organization of your 
choice - at no cost to you. 

There's no cost to join. 
Call today. 

1-800-342-3302 



The Pride Network' 



0 \ / largest long 

y distance program 

1 / for the lesbian 

/ and gay community, 
and those affected 
By HIV. " 
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It was a yeai' of sw eel victories — liJve lesljiaii mother Sharon 
Bottoms s tender reunion \\ illi hei" 2-\eai-okl son — ^cind l)itter 
defeats., a year of celebration and rnom iiing. Gays and les- 
bians were in the piJjlic eye more than ever before as we 
marched, served in the militarv. and ran foi* |)ublic offi(M\ All 
of it was cl ironic led in Tlw Advocdie in pointed news stories 
recapjied here in a montli-bv-inontJi reti^ospective. 

DON LONC/KRTN 



JXHUklT 24, IttS 



TIE IklfOeitTE 19 

Copyrig 



January 



■ The Senate threatens to slash U.S. 
contributions to the United Nations 
unless it cuts all ties to groups that 
condone pedopliilia. The reference is 
to the Litemational Lesbian and Gay 
Association, which eventually dumps 
three member groups that advocate 
the lowering of age-of-consent laws, 
but its consultative status at the 
United Nations will be suspended in 
September anyway. 

■ President Clinton's attempts to 
find a new secretary of Defense are 
fraught with gay controversy: He in- 
vites Sen. Sam Nunn, an outspoken 
opponent of gays and lesbians in 
the military, to take the job. Nunn 
declines. Retired admiral Bobby 
Ray Inman later withdraws his nom- 
ination to the post when rumors 

circulate that he 
is gay. The job 
eventually goes to 
William Perry, 
deputy secretary 
of Defense under 
outgoing secretary 
Les Aspin. 
■ Within hours 
after a serious earthquake strikes 
Southern California, right-wing tele- 
vangelist Pat Robertson attributes 
the quake to God's displeasure with 
gays and lesbians, pro-choice ac- 
tivists, and "perversity" in general. 

■ In a long-awaited decision, the 
Texas supreme court waffles— rather 
than pronouncing definitively— on 
the constitutionality of the state's 
sodomy law. Gubernatorial candi- 
date George W. Bush pledges that if 
he is elected, he will veto any at- 
tempt to repeal the law. 

■ Mourners at the funeral of Vir- 
ginia Kelley, President Clinton's 
mother, are treated to signs reading 
BILL LOVES FAGS as part of a protest 
staged by Kansas fundamentalist 
Rev. Fred Phelps, better known for 
staging antigay protests at the funer- 
als of people who have died of AIDS 
complications. 

■ Cuba officially abandons its policy 
of forcibly quarantining all HIV-pos- 
itive people; in practice, however. 




virtually all Cubans with HTV contin- 
ue to live in govenmient-sponsored 
sanatoriums. 

■ In a strict new code of conduct. 
Great Britain reiterates its ban on 
gay and lesbian personnel in the 
military. 

■ The French senate passes a bill 
banning test-tube fertilization for 
lesbians. 

■ In an audience granted to 250 
Italian Catholic pharmacists. Pope 
John Paul 11 tells them to stop sell- 
ing condoms. 

February 

■ The Clinton administration's 
"don't ask, don't tell" policy replaces 
the Pentagon's former blanket ban 
on gay and lesbian service person- 
nel. In most respects the new policy 
does not differ significandy from the 
old one. 

■ On Valentine's Day the direct- 
action group Gay & Lesbian Ameri- 
cans stages protests at the U.S. Capi- 
tol and in 12 states, calling for 
passage of federal and state gay 
rights bills and repeal of sodomy 
laws. It is the group's first major ac- 
tion since it formed in mid January. 

■ At the request of gay rights 
groups. President Clinton writes a 
public letter stating his opposition to 

antigay initiatives 
pending in at 
least eight states. 
■ The Fairfax 
County, Va., li- 
brary system pur- 
chases more than 
100 copies of II 
antigay books 
after right-wingers allege that the 
system's collection promotes a pro- 
gay agenda. 

■ After its financial affairs are foimd 
to be in chaos. Cascade AIDS Proj- 
ect, a Portland, Ore., AIDS service 
group, places its administrative man- 
ager on leave. The group is only one 
of several AIDS service organizadons 
to be troubled with charges of finan- 
cial mismanagement during 1993 
and 1994. 

■ U.S. attorney general Janet Reno 
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dispatches two Justice Department 
staffers to Ovett, Miss., to investigate 
charges of antilesbian harassment 
and death threats against Brenda 
and Wanda Henson, owners of 
Camp Sister Spirit, a feminist retreat. 

■ Ohio's elections commission 
votes to consider a complaint ques- 
tioning the legality of out-of-state 
contributions to Cincinnati's anti- 
gay ballot initiative. The incident 
raises larger issues of money laun- 
dering by right-wing groups to 
evade laws regulating campaign 
contributions. 

■ John Rico, once a key Republican 
staffer in Washing- 
ton State, an- 
nounces he is gay 
and has AIDS and 
testifies before a 




State senate com- 
mittee in favor of a 
gay rights bill. The 
bill is nonetheless 
defeated in the Washington senate 
for the third year in a row. 

■ HIV is defined as a deadly weapon 
for the first time when a Miami jury 
finds an HIV-positive man who 
raped three young boys guilty of at- 
tempted first-degree murder. In fol- 
lowing weeks the definition is 
adopted by prosecutors in Spokane, 
Wash., and Jacksonville, Fla. 

■ Amnesty International releases 
a report on antigay persecution 
in the United States and abroad 
and announces it will follow up 
with a six-month public-awareness 
campaign. 

■ Canada begins a two-year inquiry 
into charges that health officials were 
negligent in allowing HIV-infected 
blood products to be distributed 
there in the mid '80s. 

■ Openly gay Canadian parliamen- 
tarian Svend Robinson admits to 
having been present at the physi- 
cian-assisted suicide of right-to-die 
activist Sue Rodriguez, a friend of 
Robinson's afflicted with an incur- 
able nervous disorder. In 1993 
Robinson introduced a bill that 
would have legalized physician- 
assisted suicide in Canada had it not 
been defeated. 

■ Pope John Paul II pledges to fight 



a European Union resolution pro- 
posing that same-sex couples be al- 
lowed to marry and adopt children. 



TIMOTHY CURY/AFP 



March 



■ On St. Patrick's Day in Boston, pa- 
rade organizers cancel the event for 
the first time in 92 years rather than 
comply with a court order to include 
lesbians and gays. In New York City 
lesbians and gays excluded fttjm the 
parade mount a protest in which 102 
people are arrested. But in San Fran- 
cisco a gay group marches in the 
city's parade for the first time— with- 
out incident. 

■ Ikea, a nadonal home-ftjmishings 
chain, premieres a television ad 
built around a gay couple. 

■ French researcher Dr. Luc Mon- 
tagnier, codiscoverer of HIV, says 
scientists have hit a dead end trying 
to produce an effective vaccine 
against HTV and must now reconsid- 
er fundamental assumpdons. 

■ The federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevendon reports that 
in 1993 heterosexually acquired 
cases of AIDS rose 130% over 

C .3 1992— versus an 
m 87% rise in cases 
1 rj attributed to gay 
sex. hi sheer num- 
bers, however, gay 
and bisexual men 
condnue to repre- 
sent almost half of 
all new cases, with 
only 9% of new cases linked to het- 
erosexual transmission. 

■ Studies by the Florida health de- 
partment and Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity confirm that racial minorities 
are contracting HIV at a higher rate 
than whites and that when they do 
they are less likely to receive treat- 
ment to slow the onset of AIDS- 
related symptoms. 

■ U.S. surgeon general Joycelyn El- 
ders is interviewed in The Advocate; 
her pro-gay comments draw fire from 
Washington, D.C., archbishop James 
Hickey, who writes an open letter to 
President Clinton on the subject. 

■ The New York State board of re- 
gents votes unanimously to revise its 



Advoc 



Irish pride 

St. Patrick's was a day of 
protest for New York CHy 
gays and lesbians. 
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guidelines on AIDS education to 
allow frank discussion of condom 
use. In New York City, however, 
schools chancellor Ramon Cortines 
temporarily bans Gay Men's Health 
Crisis, tlie city's largest AIDS service 
group, from schools, citing its distri- 
bution of explicit safe-sex materials 
at a conference attended by high 
school students. 

■ During debate over a measure 
that would discourage school dis- 
tricts from adopting gay-friendly 
curricula, U.S. representative 
Robert Dornan gets personal and 
nasty with Rep. Steve Gunderson, 
saying "My fellow Republican has 
a revolving door on his closet." 
Later, in a September profile in 
The Advocate, Gunderson discusses 
his relationship with his male lover 
for the first time. 

■ The Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service accepts an applica- 
tion based on a 
claim of antigay 
persecution for 
the first time in 
the case of a gay 
man from Mexico 
who said he was 
harassed in his 
homeland be- 
cause of his sexual orientation; an 
agency representative denies, how- 
ever, that the case sets a precedent. 

■ In Galveston County, Tex., a 
county Republican convention ap- 
proves a resolution that recommends 
the quarantining of HIV-positive 
people. 

■ Pro-gay state senator Marc Mori- 
al is elected mayor of New Orleans 
after a campaign fraught with anti- 
gay, racist, and anti-Semitic re- 
marks from Morial's opponent, 
Donald Mintz. 

■ The Denver police department 
announces that it will begin recruit- 
ing openly gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
officers. 

■ Rhode Island's house of represen- 
tatives rejects a gay rights bill for the 
tenth consecutive year. 

■ Among the films honored with 
nominations at the Academy Awards 
ceremony on March 21, at least six 
deal head-on with gay issues. 




April 




■ The final report of the Concorde 
Project, a major British-French study 
on the antiviral drug AZT, is made 
public. The report confirms that AZT 
does not delay the onset of AIDS 
symptoms, though it may, as estab- 
lished by earlier studies, prolong life 
in people who already have AIDS. 

■ A Ugandan study published in the 
April 23 issue of 
the medical jour- 
nal Lancet seems 
to confirm that 
HIV causes AIDS. 

■ The Hawaii leg- 
islature, reacting 
to a 1993 state 
supreme court de- 
cision, passes a bill oudawing same- 
sex marriage. Some gay rights 
activists in the state lay plans to chal- 
lenge the measure in court, while 
others turn their attention to boost- 
ing domestic-partner legislation. 

■ PBS amiounces it will not fund a 
sequel to the film version of Armis- 
tead Maupin's Tales of the City de- 
spite high ratings and critical acclaim 
for the original six-hour series. 
Right-wing reactions to the gay-posi- 
tive series are blamed along with a 
conservative new PBS president 

■ The Boy Scouts 
of America (BSA) 
stands trial in San 
Diego against a 
former gay scout- 
master who filed a 
discrimination suit. 
Local BSA board 
member Christo- 
pher Leach testifies that homosexu- 
ality is "contrary to the laws of God," 
but another witness claims to have 
had sex with Leach several times. 

■ The first National Gay Sc Les- 
bian Business Expo takes place in 
Secaucus, N.J. 

■ In France a rare African subtype 
of HIV is found to elude detection 
by at least one kind of antibody test, 
and the test is pulled off the market 
U.S. AIDS researchers say the devel- 
opment poses no immediate threat 
to AIDS testing in this country. 
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Rudy relents 

Mayor Giuliani refrained 
from slashing New Yorii 
City's AIDS budget. 



1 



May 




■ A state appeals court in Michigan 
and a federal district judge in Wash- 
ington State strike 
down laws pro- 
hibiting assisted 
suicide. 

■ Bowing to weeks 
of pressure from 
AIDS activists. New 
York City mayor 
Rudolph Giuhani 

relents on threatened budget cuts 
for the city's AIDS services division 
in fiscal 1995. 

■ By an overwhelming margin, vot- 
ers in Austin, Tex., repeal an ordi- 
nance that would have extended 
spousal health care benefits to the 
domestic partners of gay, lesbian, 

III I .III I . II Ml 1 and unmarried 
Ill il iTllj I 111 'ifteroscxual city 
.llini'lTilIrl employees. 

■ A New York 
State court of ap- 
peals rules that 
school districts 
may bar military 
recruiters as part 

of a ban on potential employers who 
discriminate. 

■ Wid) a May 1 7 election, die num- 
ber of towns and counties in Oregon 
to pass antigay initiatives reaches 24, 
even though the state's legislature 
has blocked enforcement of die ini- 
tiatives. 

■ A high school prom specifically 
for gay and lesbian students, the 
first to be approved by the Los An- 
geles Unified School District, 
draws same-sex couples from all 

over the city. 

■ Health officials 
in Milwaukee and 
Las Vegas find 
traces of the para- 
site Cryptosporidi- 
um in their cities' 
tap water; in Las 
Vegas the water- 
borne parasite contributes to the 

■deaths of 19 people with AIDS. 
Meanwhile, the Senate votes 95 to 
3 to ease federal regulations for 
municipal drinking-water systems. 





Streetwise 

Over a million gays and 
lesbians marched to cel- 
ebrate Stonewall 25. 




■ AIDS activist Luke Sissyfag an- 
nounces that he will mn for mayor 
of Washington, D.C., to draw atten- 
tion to gay rights and AIDS issues. 

■ A report issued by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
warns that as more and more peo- 
ple with AIDS receive care at 
home, caregivers must be educated 
to prevent rare cases of HIV trans- 
mission. 



June 




■ An estimated 1.1 million gay men, 
lesbians, and sympathizers converge 
on New York City June 26 for 
Stonewall 25, a celebration marking 
the 25th anniversary of the 
Stonewall riots. A coalition of direct- 
action and radical groups organizes 
an alternative march that merges 
peacefully with the massive main 
march. The prior week Gay Games 
rV attracts over 1 0,000 athletes from 
43 countries to New York City; 
I ilil ' iii l iiJiiiiil ' i J ^''^^^ time 
f ifi 1^1 lICP^ 0 ^""'^ years, or- 
^^^^%^J ganizers of the 
f]|jJ[^JI''i,^| games attract a 

variety of cor- 
porate sponsors. 
Nonetheless, both 
the Gay Games IV 
and Stonewall 25 
amass huge debts and are forced to 
delay payments to creditors. 

■ A federal judge reinstates openly 
lesbian colonel Margaredie Cammer- 
meyer in the Washington State Army 
National Guard. Gay activists are di- 
vided on the significance of the nil- 
ing, which relies on the assumption 
that homosexual orientation does 
not necessarily imply homosexual 
conduct. 

■ Sharon Bottoms regains custody 
of her 2-year-old son when a state 
appeals couit in Virginia overturns 
a lower court's finding diat her sexu- 
al orientation made her an unfit 
mother. 

■ Vermont's state government be- 
comes the first to provide spousal 
liealdi care benefits to the domestic 
partners of gay, lesbian, and unmar- 
ried heterosexual state employees. 
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■ Fordham University law profes- 
sor Deborah Batts is sworn in in 
New York City as the nation's first 
openly lesbian federal district 
court judge. 

■ More than 1,000 gay and lesbian 
New Yorkers disclose their sexual 
orientation in a full-page advertise- 
ment in The New York Times as part 
of a lobbying effort for a gay rights 
bill in the state. 

■ At a Texas Republican Party con- 
vention, the religious right seizes 
control, electing Dallas attorney Tom 
Pauken— who had been handpicked 
for die post by the Chrisdan Coali- 
tion—as state party chainnan. 

■ Sheriff s offi- 
cials in Nassau 
County, Fla., iden- 
tify Gary Ray 
Bowles as their 
chief suspect in a 
string of murders 
of gay men in 
Florida and Geor- 
gia. In November, Bowles is arrest- 
ed and confesses to the murders. 

■ Broward County, Fla., prosecutor 
Mark McHugh, dressed in what one 
witness called "scary drag," is arrest- 
ed for trashing a gay bar in Boca 
Ilatun while drunk. Charges against 
him are later dropped. 

■ The marriage of androgynous 
singer Michael Jackson to Lisa Marie 
Presley is announced; speculation 
about the reason for the marriage 
runs rampant 

■ Gay and lesbian couples in Swe- 
den gain the right to have legally 
recognized civil wedding cere- 
monies. The legislation, which takes 
effect in 1995, is nearly identical to 
measures enacted in Denmark in 
1989 and Norway in 1993. 

■ Britain's House of Lords approves 
a measure, passed in February by 
the House of Commons, to lower die 
age of consent of gay male sex from 
21 to 18; it remains higher, however, 
dian the age of consent for hetero- 
sexual and lesbian sex, which is 1 6. 

■ A 100-foot-long kite shaped like 
a condom is flown over Brussels to 
kick off "Europe Against AIDS," 
a 20-country AIDS-prevention 
campaign. 
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Czar wars 

Under pressure, AIDS policy 
coordinator Kristine Gebbie 
resigned. 





■ U.S. Supreme 
Court jusdce Harry 
Blackmun, known 
as the strongest 
pro-gay voice on 
the Court, retires. 
Hearings begin on 
July 12 for the 
nomination of Bos- 
ton appellate judge Stephen G. 
Breyer, whose record on gay rights 
appears to be a blank slate. 

■ The U.S. Olympic Committee 
moves volleyball events for the 1 996 
Atlanta Olympics out of Cobb 
County, Ga., because of a year-old 
county-commis- 
rjiVT|'V^^W7|1 sion resolution 
r M Lw f H jll'rl condemning ho- 
mosexuality. 

■ The prestigious 
Institute of Medi- 
cine calls for the 
federal govern- 
ment to take dra- 

mauc measures to slow the spread of 
HIV and says that in the past science 
has often taken a backseat to polid- 
cal expediency in the fight 




August 



■ The Senate votes 63 to 36 to deny 
federal funds to any school district 
that teaches acceptance of homosex- 
uality, to forbid counseling for gay 
and lesbian students, and to bar 
school personnel from referring 
them to social-service agencies. The 
measure is later softened— some- 
what— in a conference committee be- 
fore being signed 
into law. 

■ White House 
AIDS policy coor- 
dinator Kristine 
Gebbie leaves of- 
fice after a year- 
long tenure during 
which she had 
been reviled by AIDS activists as in- 
cffecdve. 

■ Low attendance and a lack of new 
developments make die Tenth Inter- 
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Tom Petty i The Hearlbreakers: 
GraatratHlts (UCA) 02390 
Heavy D. i The Boyz: Nuttin' 
But Love IMCAI0252S 

Zhane: Pronounced Jah-Nay 

(Motownl 001 15 

R.E.M.: Autonutic For The People 
(Warner Bros ) 00121 
Red Hot ChW Peppers: What HItsI? 
(EMI) 00144 • 

Phil Collins: Serious Htts...Uve! 

(Allanlic) 00324 

Steely Oan: Aja (MCA) 00409 



AMERICA'S BEST MUSIC OFFER IS BETTER THAN EVER! 



Reality Bltes^trli. (RCA) 02555 
Ton! Braxton (La Face) 00420 
Bonnie Raitt: 

The Bonnie RaItt Collection 

(Warner Bros.) 00569 

R.E.M.: Eponymous 

(I.R.S.'MCA) 00701 

Jethro Tull: Thick As A 
Brick (Chrysalis) 01023 



Phil Collins: Both Sides 
(Atlanlic) 03096 

Sting: Ten Summoner's Tales 
(A&M) 01334 



Classic Rock's Greatest Hits — 



The Very Best Of Cream: 

Strange Brew (Polydor) 00468 

Best 0( Dire Straits: Money For 

Nothing (Warner Bros 1 00713 

Fleetwood Mac: Greatest Hits 

(Warner Bros I 00796 

Buffalo Springfield: 

Retrospective lATCO) 00644 

Lynyrd Skynyrd: 

Skynyrd's Innyrds (MCA) 01150 

The Best Of Joe Cocker 

(Capitd) 01338 

James Brown: 

20 All-Time Greatest Hits 

(Polydon 01342 

JIml Hendrix: The Ultimate 

Experience (MCA i 01527 

The Best Of Lou Reed: Walk On 

The Wild Side (RCA) 02270 

Elton John: Greatest Hits 

(Polydor) 03077 

The Very Best Of The Everly 

Brothers (Warner Bros ) 03826 

The Drifters' Golden Hits 

(Atlantic 1 03859 

Ten Years After: Essential 

(Chrysalis) 05656 

Peter Gabriel: Shaking The Tree- 

16 Golden Greats (Getlen) 11089 

Styx: Classics (14 Greatest Hits) 

(A&U) 14822 

Paul Simon: Negotiations And 
Love Songs 1971-86 
(Warner Bros ) 20461 
Eric Clapton: Timepieces- 
Greatest Hits (Polydor) 23385 
The Eagles: 

Greatest Hits 1971-1975 

(Asylum) 23481 

James Taylor: Greatest Hits 

(Reprise) 23790 

The Best Of The Beach Boys 

(Caprtoll 23946 

The Steve Miller Band: 

Greatest Hits 1974-1978 

(Capitoll 33199 

Steve WInwood: Chronicles 

(Island) 34S01 



Allman Brothers Band: 
A Decade Of Hits 
1969-1979 (Polydor) 35031 
Squeeze: Singles 45's & 
Under lA&M) 35208 
David Bowie: 
ChangestMwIe 
(RyiioaiSC) 43693 
Bob Marley: Legend 
(Island) 53521 
The Kinks: The Road Lhie 
(Greatest HHs) (MCA) 54474 
Bad Company: 10 From 6-Thelr 
Greatest Hits (Atlantic) 60321 
Jethro Tull: Original Masters 
(Chrysalis) 63846 
Elvis Presley: The Number 
OneHIU (RCA) 72190 
Ttie John Lennon Collection 
(Capitol) 73627 
Ttie Police: Every Breath You 
Take— The Singles 
lA&M ) 73924 
Steely Dan: 
Gold 

(MCA) 74339 



Creedence 

Clearwater 

Revival 

Chronicle: 

20 Greatest Hits 

iFanlasv) 01520 



Bill Haley t Tlie Comets: 

From The Original Master Tapes 
(MCA) 83879 

Best Of The Grateful Dead: 
Skeletons From The Closet 

(Warner Bros ) 83892 

The Who: Who's Better, Who's 

Best (MCA) 00790 

Rod Stewart: Ttie Mercuiy 

Anthology (Mercury) 01161 ' 

Rush: Chronicles (Mercury) 240S9 i 

The Best Of The Doors 

(Eleiitrai 70407 

The Buddy Holly Collection 

(UCA) M047 a 




Above The RlmSdlk. 

(Inlerscope) 03156 • 

Frank Sinatra: 

Sinatra And Sextet: Uve In Paris 
(Repnse) 01407 

Anron Nevttle* The GmrHt Tauf 
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NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER! 



All-4-One (Atlantic) 03267 
Salt-N-Pepa: Very Necessary 

(Next Pialeaulondon) 01595 
John Mellencamp: Dance Naked 
(Mercury) 04906 

Jodecl: Diary Of A 
Mad Band 

(Uptown) 01615 • 

Snoop Doggy Dogg: 
Doggystyle 

(Inlerscope) 01692 • 
Genesis: Uve: Tlie 
Way We Walk, Vol.1 
(Atlantic) 02O33 
Velvet Underground & 
NIco (Polydor) 02155 
Prince: The Hits 2 
(WBPaisley Park) 7232S 
Yannl: 

Lhre At The Acropolis 
(Private Musk:) 02477 
Beck: Mellow Gold 
(OGC) 02S18 « 



.nd Everything After 
02409 




Alan Jackson 
Who I Am 

lAnslal 34793 



Collective Soul: Hints, Allegations 
& Things Left Unsaid 
(Atlanlic) 03309 

Sarah McLachlan: Fumbling 
Towards Ecstasy (Ansla) 02S3( 
Crash Test Dummies: 
God Shuffled His Feet 

(Arisla) 02593 

Grammy'a Greatest Moments 
Vol.1 (Atlantic) 02594 
Nine Inch Nails: 
The Downward Spiral 
(Inlerscope) 02767 t 
Pavarotti: My Mean's Delight 
As seen on PBS> (London) 02953 
Frank Sinatra: Duets 
iCapitoll 03039 
Outkast: 

Southernplaystlstlcadillacmuzllt 

(La Face) 03062 • 
Uve: Throwing Copper 

(Radioactive-MCA) 03085 * 

Pretenders: 

Last Of The Independents 

(Warner Bros /Sue) 03245 
Huey Lewis & The News: 
Four Chords & Several Years Ago 
(Eiektral 03274 
SWV: The Remixes 
(RCA) 03301 
Jon Secada: 
Heart, Soul i A Voice 
(SBK) 03323 

Lena Home: 

'11 Be Together Again 
(Blue Nole) 03327 
Petti LaBelle: Gems 
IMCA) 03338 
Carpenters: 
The Singles 1969-1973 
(A&M) 04393 
KISS My A" 
(Mercury) 04907 • 
The Best 01 Woodstock 
(Atlantic) 04908 

Helmet: Betty (Inlerscope) 04910 
Arrested Development: 
ZIngalamaduni 
(Chrysalis) 04936 
Dazed And Confused/SdtriL 
(Giant/Warner Bros I 04944 
Yes: Talk (Victory) 04949 



rJau Masters — 

Cassandra Wilson: Blue Ughl 

'Til Dawn (Blue Nole) 01577 

Al Jarreau: Tenderness 

(Reprise) 01650 

A Tribute To Miles 

(OweslyRepnse) 02741 

John Scolleld i Pal Metheny: 

I Can See Your House From Here 

(Blue Nole) 02744 

Pat Mettieny: Zero Tolerance For 

Silence (DGC) 030S2 

David Sanborn: Hearsay 

(Elektra) 03279 

Norman Brown: After The Storm 
(MoJaz2) 03282 

Ella Fitzgerald: The Best Of The 
Songbooks-The Ballads 
(Verve) 05713 
Take 6: Join The Band 

(Reprise) 05718 

Art Porier: Undercover 

(Verve) 05895 



Count Basle Plays Ttie Hits Of 
Frank SInatra-Frankly Basle 

(Venre) 05926 

Fourpiay: Between The Sheets 

(Warner Bros l 35074 

Diane Schuur & B.B. King: Heari 

To Heart (GAP) 43234 

Kenny G: Breathlsas (Ansia) 54317 

The George Benson Collection 

(Warner Bros ) 01858 




Joshua Redman Quartet: 
Mood Swing 

(Warner Bras i 05845 
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Jimmy Buftatt; Fruitcakes 
(MCA) 03336 

JamM Lavlfw; BMthovtn, 

Symphony No. 3 "Erotct"; 
Schub«ft, Symphony No. a 
■Unflnlthwj' (1X3)05753 

Riy Charts: The Bast Of Tha 
AUsntle Ysars (Rhino) 05755 
Melissa HanchastSf: If My Heart 
Had Wings (Atlantic) 05855 
Hootia & The Blowllsh: 
Cracked Rear View (Atlantic) 05872 

Dinosaur Jr.: Without A Sound 

(Reprise.'Sirel 05882 

Changing Faces (Atlantic) 0fi8S2 

Bloodline (EMI) 05894 

Amy Grant: Houae Of Love 

(A&M)0SM2 

Stevie Nicks: Street Angel 

(Modem) t1009 

Joshua Kadlson: Painted Dasatt 

Serenade (SBK) 11932 

Meat Puppets: Too High To Die 

(London) 12069 
Aaliyah: 

Age Ain't Nothing But A Number 
(Jive) 14701 

The Complete Tom Jones 
(Deram) 14851 
JImi Hendrix: Woodstock 
(MCA) 14872 

NIrvafia: Nevermind 
(Geffen) 15600 

The Best Of Aretha Franklin 

(Atlantic) 20078 
ABBA: GohMjraalest Htts 
(Poiydor) 20679 
Violent Femmes: 
Add It Up (1981-1993) 
(Repnsa'Slash) 20680 • 
Eric Clapton: Unplugged 
(Warner Bros ) 23890 
Santana: Sacred Rre: Uve In 
South America (Poiydor) 24892 
Tevin CamptMll: I'm Ready 
(Owest/Wamer Bros.) 25112 
Traffic: The Um Spark Of High 
Heeled Boys (Island) 25169 
U2: AcMung Bet>y (Island) 2S1 74 
Supertramp; 
Breakfast In America 
(AIM) 25246 

Bryan Adams: So Far So Good 
(Qrsatsst Hits) (A&M) 34771 
10,000 Maniacs: MTV Unplugged 
(Elektra) 35061 

Csrreras, Domingo, PsvarottI: 
3 Tenors (London] 35078 
Lionel Richie: Back To Front 

(Motown) 35210 

Jimmy Buffett: Songs You Know 
By Heert-Greeteet Hlt(s) 
(MCA) 42157 • 

Yes: Classic Yes (Atlantic) 50248 
Enya: Shepherd Moona 

(Reprise) 53190 

LMe Feat watting For CommPua 

(Warner Bros.) 53296 
112: The Joehua Tree 

(Island) 53501 

Marvin Gays: 15 Greatest Hits 

(Motown) 53534 

Whitney Houston: 

Tht Bodyguard Soundtrack 

(Arista) 54213 




Aerosmlth: Get A Grip 
(Geffen) 20814 * 
Blind Melon (Capitol) 54234 
En Vogue: Funky Divas 
(East West) 61717 
YannI; In My Time 
(Private Music) 63900 
Neil Young: Unplugged 
(Repnse) Ml 25 
Bette Midler: Experience 
The Divine- Greatest Hits 
(Atlantic) 64291 
Van Morrison: Moondance 
(Wamet Bros ) 64585 
Barry Msnllow: 
Greatest HKa, Vol. 1 
(Arista) 72863 
Duran Duran: 
Decade/Greateat HiU 
(Capitol) 73573 
The CranlMrrles: 
Everylxidy Else Is 
Doing It, So Why Cant 
We? (Island) 80023 
Meal Loaf: Bat Out Of 
Hell II: Back Into Hell 

(MCA) B3394 

ZZ Top: Greatest Hits 

(Warner Bros.) 83411 

Ahmad (Giant) 83800 
R. Kelly: 12-Play (Jive) 83815 
Neil Diamond: 12 Greatest Hits 
(MCA) S40S0 
NInrana: In Ulsro 
(Geffen) 90124 • 

Chant: The Benedictine 
Monks of Santo 

daSikis ..■■■.:.!:-! 



Gin Bloasoms: New Miserable 
Experience (A&M) 24884 
Van Helen: Lhre: Right Here, 
Right Now (Warner Bros.) 01165 fa 
Talking Heads: 
Populer Favorites 1976-1992/ 
Sand in The Vaseline 
(Warner Bros. Sire) 01414 o 
Madonna: 

Tin Immaculate CoHecUon 
(Sire) 54164 



Melissa Etheridge: Yes I Am 

(Island) 35501 
Prince: The Hits 1 
(WB/Paisley Parti) 02226 • 
Natalie Cole: Take A Look 
(Elektra) 03638 

Garth Brooks: The Chase 
(Ullerty) 00141 

Johnny Cash: Clssslc Caah 

(Mercury) 00595 

Bon Jovl: Keep The Faith 




NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER! 



Green Day: Dookie 
(Repnse) 02753 > 




Vine* Gill: When Love Finds You 

(MCA) 03350 

Stone Temple Pilots: Core 
(Atlantic) 00981 

Ugly Kid Joe: America's Least 

mnted (Mercury) 01204 ) 
John Michael Montgomery: Life's 
A Dance (Atlantic) 01265 
Dwighl Yoakam: This Time 
(Reprise) 01360 
Guns N'Roses: The Spaghetti 
Incident (Geffen) 01570 » 
John Michael 
Montgomery: KIckin' It Up 
(Atlantic Nashville) 02402 
FsHhHKTakeMeAalAm 
(Warner Bros ) 02426 
Tlie Msvsrtcks: 
What A Crying Shame 
(MCA) 02601 
Confederate Railroad: 
IMorlous 

(Atlantic Nashville) 02730 
Tha Beit Of Chris 
LeDoux (Ut]erty) 02747 
Rhythm, Country & 
Btues (MCA) 02752 
Unie Morgan: War Paint 
(BNA)030& 

John Barry (bberty) 03095 
Randy Travis: This Is Ms 

(Warner Bros ) 03171 
The Crow/Sdtrk. (Atlantic) 03173 
Reba McEntire: Read My Mind 

(MCA) 03243 

Doug Supernaw: Deep Tfraughts 
From A Shaikiw Mind (BNA) 04946 
Pride & Glory (Geffen) 05659 
Bruce Dickinson: 
Bella To Pteasso 
(Mercury) 06714 « 



Brooke & Dunn: t^ldn' On 

Sundown (Arista) 05888 

Diamond Rio: 

Love A Little Stronger 

(Arista) 05772 

Airheeda/Sdtrk. 

(Fon/Arista) 05773 

David Bail: Thinkin' Problem 

(Warner Bros.) 05791 

Jon Randal: What You Don't Know 

(RCA) 05852 

Whitesnake: Greatest HNs 
(Getten) 058S9 
Mark Collie: Unleeshed 
(MCA) 05860 

Teals: Bust A Nut (Geffen) 06877 
Lyie Lovett: Joshua Judges Ruth 

(MCA,Curt)) 10506 

Alabama: Greatest Hits 
(RCA) 20247 

Common Thread: 
Songs Of The Eeglee 

(Giant) 25071 
Kiss: Double Platinum 
(Casablanca) 25149 o 
George Strait: 
Easy Come, Easy Go 
(MCA) 25486 
Guns N'Roses: 
Use Your Illusion I 
(Geffen) 35469 « 

Mdtley CrOe: 
Decade Of DecadeiKe 

(Elektra) 40298 

The Judds: Greatest Hits 

(RCA) 44578 

PaUy Cline: 12 Greatest Hits 

(MCA) 53849 

White Zombie: U Sexordsto: 

Devil Music vol. 1 

(Geffen) 54333 » 

Alan Jackson: A Lot About 

Uvin' (And A Little 'Bout Love) 

(Arista) 74074 

Garth Brooks: In Pieces 

(Uberty) 93710 

At Worst.. The Best Of Culture 
Club And Boy George 

(SBK) 01575 

Mary J. Bilge: Whet's The 4117 

Rembt (Uptown) 01612 

ZZ Top: Antenna (RCA) 02391 

Richard Marx: Paid Vacation 

(Capitol) 02537 
Sammy Hagar: Unboxed 
(Geffen) 02745 
JIml Hendrix: Blues 
(MCA) 03240 

Fleehmod Mac: Rumours 

(Wamer Bros.) 24025 
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Buy only 
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FREE CDs now 

at the regular Club price 
within a year 

more CDs of your choice, 
FREE 



Prince: Come 

iWarny Brrij : 05879 



Start Saving! Mall This Postage-Paid Card Today. 



O Please accept my memtwrship in ttw BMG Music ServKe and send my 7 FREE CDs as indicated. Under 
ttie terms of this offer. I agree to buy |ust 1 CD at the regular Club price (S14.98 to $15.98) within a year. I 
will then receive 2 more choices FREE! TTiat's 10 for the price of 1. with nothing more to buy, ever! 
I understand that a shipping and harKlting cfiarge will be billed for each selection. 

@ Ruih me these 7 CDs now 
(Indkale by number): 



A2-C0 set (i:r| counts a 

€) I am always free to choose from any category, but I am most interested in tfw music category 
chedied here (check qqs only): 

3. □ HARD ROCK 



1. OUGHT SOUNDS 
BaasMklar 

Rank Sinatra 

5.aCLASSICALm 
Ludano PavaroS 



nMr 



Z-DCOUNTRV 

Alan Jackson 
VInceGI 

eojAzz 

DaMd Sanbom 
EaHKlu^ 



Boalon 

7 □ HEAVY METAL 



MfiSeyCrue 



4.n SOR ROCK > POP 
Qton John 
Skig 

anflSBBANCE 
RKliv 
KettiSmet 



NEW! 

9EALTERIUTIVE 
Morrissey 
MnBlndilUs 



□ Ms. (PLEASE PnuT) First Name 


InitiaJ Last r^ame 




Address 




Art. 


Qtv 


State 


Zip 


Skinature 


Phone ( ) 
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M) Members wtw choose CLASSICAL as their Itslenmg interest wi(i be servicad by the BMG Classical Music Servtce. 
Photocopies this reply card are aoospttUe. ma . r : BMG " " "~ " " " 



THE BMG 
MUSIC SERVICE 
DIFFERENCE 

From day one, every 
time you buy a CD at 
the regular Club price, 
you're entitled to buy 
another of equal or 
lesser value at half 
price. With other 
Clubs, usually you 
must buy 6 or more 
at full price to qualify 
for bonus savings. 



of this rsfiiy card are aooapiaiile. 



m Musk Service. PO Box 91300, Indianapolis. IN 46291.0300 



I rseerve the right to request adIiB w ial Mormation. reject any application or cancel any memtiershifi. Limited to new memtMrs. 
Local taxes, if any. wfl be added. Oflir a n s fl i h le m continenul USA and under spebai arrangemam in Alaaita and Hawai. 
Otter not available in Pusito fVco. APO IX FPO. 
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Enjoy ^ Q CDs for the price of ^ 

A snipping and handling cnarge is added to each selectKm. 



Nothing more to buy, ever! 



S HOW YOUR CLUB WORKS: 

Start vnth our ' j ■; ; . Jo introduce you to tlie Club...3nd to your savings! 
CHOOSE THE MUSIC YOU LOVE 

• Pick : ►Htc COs rigW now from the many great choices in this ad. 

• El;, 'CD at Die regular Dub price (currently $14.98 to $15.98) vwttiin a year. 

• Then choose 2 Mci- : - CDs, That's 10 tor the pnce of 1 (plus shipping 
and handling for each selection) with nothing more to buy, ever! 

LISTEN !«IIH NO RISK You may take 10 days to listen to your introductoiy 
selections and look over the accompanying terms of Club membership. 

• II you're not completely satisfied, simply return your selections at our 
expense— witti no funfier obligation. 

SHOP FROM THE COMFORT OF HOME, Discover how convenient It is to shop 
wWiBMG Music Sente. 

• YduI get our eidusiw CM) Calatog about every line weeks (1 9 shopping oppor- 
tufNies ayear), flkd with hundreds ol dKKesln a vaiiely of music categories, 
plus music news, artist Intenlnis and lecommeiidatkins Inim our e^ 

• So easy! Eveiy issue offers a Featured Selection in your preferred music category. 
If you want the Featured Selection, donl do a ihlng-you II recenie it automabcalV. 

•Your choice! It you iivant other hits from the Catatog- or none at all -just return the 
NolilKatm Card protfkled by the specified date. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. 

• No pressure! II you should have lewer than 10 days to reply and receive an 
unwanted Featured Selection, simply return it at our expense. 

SAVE AGAIN AND AGAIN From day one, lor evety selection you buy at Die regular Oub 
pnce, you may choose anodier of equal Of lesser value at molt, Buttharsnotal, 

• The longer you remain a BMG Music Sen/ice member the more you save — 
up to 50%, 60%, , — with our special sales and discounts. 

We're sure you'll enjoy your exclusive Club benefits. But if you ever want to cancel, 
just write and tell us. It's your choice anytime— after you buy your one regular- 
Club-phce selection. Why wait? Join BMG Music Service now and start saving. 

• II ihe reply card is missing please wnte to: 
BMG Music Service. P,0, Box 91300. Indtanapoiis. IN 46291-0300. . 

• rvMid Umay — GmMim uftct i/na mi/m mtauk. 
o 2-aii«(ciiiri>ii>2ial«1iinl 

lilt lllii lay iiilriWi III 1116 itoii. 0*11 ir riiiiafa^ 

m Max Wiia. M50 i 3Wi St., Mmmik ummmommt) 
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national Conference on AIDS, held 
in Yokohoma, Japan, a big flop. 

■ A new trial is ordered for lesbian 
nun-tumed-cop Sheila Ryan DeLuca, 
convicted in 1984 of murdering a 
man in New York City while drunk. 

■ Rep. Mel Reynolds, indicted in 
Chicago for allegedly soliciting a 1 6- 
year-old girl for child pornography, 
says in his defense diat he was trying 
to help her overcome her lesbianism 
and devU worship. 

■ Japan has its first gay pride cele- 
bration. 

H An unprecedented number of staff 
resignations, including that of execu- 
tive director Peri Jude Radecic, 
leaves the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force reeling. 

■ Gay Boston attorney Mel Dahl is 
charged with stabbing one of his 
clients in the rest room of a Beacon 
Hill office building. He pleads not 

guilty- 

September 

■ California governor Pete Wilson 
vetoes a bill that would have extend- 
ed limited official 
recognition to the 
domestic partner- 
ships of same-sex 
and unmarried het- 
erosexual couples. 

■ Acknowledging 
that the future of 
traditional drug 

and vaccine AIDS therapies appears 
gloomy, die National Institute of Al- 
lei^ and hifectious Diseases awards 
$25 million in grants for research 
into alternative treatments. 

■ A cadre of angry transvestites 
storms a newspaper office in Abid- 
jan, Ivory Coast, to complain about 

the newspaper's 
decision to send 
an undercover re- 
porter to a private 
party for gay men 
and transvestites. 

■ Three Tacoma, 
Wash., residents 
are charged with 

insurance fi^ud after doing $80,000 
in damage to their rental home and 
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reporting it as an antigay hate crime. 

■ Religious right candidates make 
huge gains in primary elections 
across the country. 

■ Former appeals court judge 
Robert Bork signs on as cocounsel 
for a group trying to repeal Cincin- 
nati's gay rights law. 



October 
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■ National Coming Out Day is ob- 
served October 1 1 with hundreds of 
events across the country. Among 

them: The Ameri- 
can Association of 
Physicians for 
Human Rights 
changes its name 
to the Gay and 
Lesbian Medical 
Association. 

■ High-profile 
gay attorney David K. Allen pleads 
guilty in Portland, Ore., to felony 
drug possession after helping a 
male prostitute buy heroin. Allen 
was supposed to be transporting 
the hustler from jail to a drug- 
rehab center at the time the buy 
was made. 

■ A new sex survey suggests that 
self-identified gays and lesbians are 

fewer than previ- 
ously thought, clos- 
er to 2% or 3% 
of the population 
dian lOo/o. 

■ The state su- 
preme court in 
Colorado strikes 
down Amendment 

2, the antigay ballot initiative passed 
by voters in 1 992. 

■ Wlien two gay men are killed in 

Laurel, Miss., national gay groups 
call it a hate crime and demand a 
federal Department of Justice inves- 
tigation, alleging antigay bias on the 
part of local authorities. 

■ Green Party member Volker Beck 
becomes the first openly gay person 
to be elected to the Bundestag, the 
lower chamber of the German par- 
liament. 

■ Australia enacts privacy legislation 
designed to overturn Tasmania's 
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sodomy law, the last one on the 
books nationwide. 

November 

■ Republican candidates sweep the 
general election, gaining control of 
both houses of Congress as well as 

scores of governor- 
ships and state leg- 
islatures. Antigay 
ballot initiatives in 
Idaho and Oregon 
are narrowly de- 
feated. Across the 
country 28 of at 
least 55 lesbian 
and gay candidates prevail, making 
the 1994 elections the most success- 
ful ever for gay candidates. 

■ Patsy Fleming becomes the Clin- 
ton administration's new director of 
the office of AIDS policy. 

■ AIDS activists accuse Johnson &c 
Johnson of using illegal influence in 
its campaign to get a home HIV test 
kit approved by the federal Food 
and Drug Administration. 

■ The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia upholds the 
1987 dismissal of gay midshipman 
Joseph Steffan from the U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

■ Military officials warn gay sailor 
Keith Meinhold to stop discussing 
his sexual orientation in public or 
face possible discharge proceedings. 

Meinhold was 
discharged in Au- 
gust 1992, but he 
was reinstated by 
a federal court in 
August 1994. 
■ Michael Allen 
Booth, who has 
AIDS, drops his 
lawsuit against Caremark Interna- 
tional, a national home care compa- 
ny, and retracts his allegations after 
reaching an out-of-court setdement 
Booth had charged Caremark with 
overbilling him and paying kickbacks 
to two Adanta doctors and a pharma- 
cy; Caremark denied the charges. 

■ A Canadian study adds new evi- 
dence that the brains of gay men dif- 
fer physiologically from those of 
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heterosexual men but is criticized for 
its small sample size. 

■ Notorious serial killer Jeffrey 
Dahmer, who pleaded guilty in 

1992 to killing 17 
young men and 
boys in a 13-year 
orgy of murder, 
cannibalism, and 
necrophilia, is 
bludgeoned to 
death in prison. 
■ Martina Nav- 
ratilova retires from a 22-year-Iong 
career in professional tennis, an- 
nouncing that she plans to take a 
year off, then throw herself into 
pro-gay, feminist, and environmen- 
tal causes. 

■ Scandal erupts in Ireland when a 
priest visiting a gay sauna dies of an 
apparent heart attack and is given 
last rites by two other priests who 
were there at the same time. 

December 

■ On World AIDS Day, December 1, 
delegates from 42 nations attend an 
AIDS conference in Paris and sign 

an international 
accord to promote 
research and edu- 
cation; critics say 
the accord is of 
symbolic value 
only since it con- 
tains no enforce- 
ment provisions. 

■ A Navy board recommends that 
Lt. Zoe Dunning remain in the ser- 
vice even though she has publicly 
declared she is a lesbian. 

■ Pre sident Clinton fires U.S. sur- 
geon (^en^^^yjoycelyn Elders when 
she r^onds to a question by saying 
that masturbation "is a part of human 
sexuality and a part of something that 

perhaps should be 
taught" in schools. 
White House chief 
of staff Leon 
Panetta says the 
comment "was just 
one too many" 
controversial re- 
marks by Elders. 
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Deaths 



Robert John Adams, 42, attorney, in Washington, D.C. 

Steven AmoU, 51, photographer, in West Hollywood, Calif. 

Dan Bailey, 51, AJDS fund-raiser, in New York City 

WiDiam A. Bailey, 34, lobbyist, in Washington, D.C. 

Lisa Bechtel, .34, physician, in Las Vegas 

Humphry Beriteley, 68, retired parliamentarian, in London 

Krista Blake, 22, activist, in Cleveland 

WaHa Borawsid, 46, poet and activist, in Cambridge, Mass. 

Randal K. Brown, 34, AE)S educator, in Dallas 

Munay Cox, 48, editor, in New York City 

John Cuny, 44, figure skater, Stratford-upon-Avon, England 

Jeffrey Dahmer, 34, conviaed serial kiUer, in Portage, Wis. 

Ariel Da Silva, 36, refugee, in Los Angeles 

Jerome J. Davis, 45, attorney, in San Francisco 

Tomas Fabr^ias, 36, activist, in Oakland, Calif. 

David Feinberg, 37, writer, in New York City 

Bnino Fonseca, 36, painter and sculptor, in E^st Hampton, N.Y. 

Robert T. Ford, 32, writer and graphic artist, in Chicago 

Elizabeth Glaser, 47, activist, in Santa Monica, Calif. 

Christopher Gonzalez, 30, activist, in Indianapolis 

Tim Halley, 3.5, editor, in Orange, Tex. 

Teny Helbing, 43, writer and editor, in New York City 

Richard Heyman, 59, politician, in Key West, fla 

Thorn Higgins, 44, activist, in Roseville, Minn. 

Linda Luschei Hunio, 36, activist, in Los Angeles 

Derek Jarman, .52. filmmaker, in London 

Warren Johansson, 60, activist, in Boston 

Dave Johnson, 39, activist, in Los Angeles 

Donald KendzJoia, 58, political organizer, in Cleveland 

Sylvia Kimbel, 60, educator and politician, in Tampa, Fla. 

Harry Kondoleon, 39, playwright and novelist, in New York City 

Andrew D. Kopkind, 59, editor, in New York City 

Stephen M. KritsKk, 42, veterinarian, in Lexingtoa Mass. 

Joseph Mkhael Labance, 35, publisher, in Philadelphia 

W. Dorr Legg, 89, activist, in Los Angeles 

Bruce Mailman, 55, entrepreneur, in New York City 

Walter Marlowe, 48, businessman, in Key West, Fla. 



Robert Massa, 36, writer and editor, in New York City 

Christopher May, 57, actor, in New York City 

F. Geoiige MendenhaH, 64, journalist, in San Francisco 

Scott Miller, 26, activist, in San Francisco 

Allan Morrow, 53, real estate developer, in New York City 

Yves Navarre, 53, vmter, in Paris 

Erk Nowlin, 48, department store execudve, in New York City 

Dennis C. Ott, 36, actor, in Philadelphia 

Douglas Pagiotii, 36, stage manager, in San Diego 

Samuel Wesley Perry ill, 53, psychoanalyst, in Tenafly, NJ. 

John Preston, 48, author, in Portland, Me. 

RA Radley, 43, AIDS fund-raiser, in New York City 

Walter Raines, 54, dancer and director, in New York City 

Cindy Raisch, 37, attorney, in Los Angeles 

James Raitt, 41, musical director, in New York City 

Dack Rambo, 53, aaor, in Delano, Calif 

James Rider, 38, activist, in Gullport, Miss. 

Marlon R^sgs, 37, filmmaker, in Oakland, Calif. 

Sherry Root, 27, AIDS educator, in Austin, Tex. 

Tom Ruud, 50, dancer and choreographer, in San Francisco 

Dick Sargent, 64, actor, in Los Angeles 

Gene SchuKz, 51, law professor, in St. Louis 

Jack Sears, 40, activist, in Santa Fe, N.M. 

Paul Sergras, 32, author, filmmaker, and activist, in Davie, Fla. 

Randy Shifts, 43, journalist, in San Francisco 

MKhael S. Shower, 44, diplomat, in New York City 

Jon Simmons, 39 activist, in Beveriy Hills, Calif 

Thomas Skelton, 66, lighting designer, in Akron, Ohio 

Martin Smith, 37, actor, in London 

Stephen Smith, 37, attorney, in Washington, D.C. 

Samuel Steward, 84, author, in Berkeley, Calif. 

Rikki Stretcher, 68, activist and bar owner, in San Francisco 

Marro Tamayo, 36, restaurateur, in Los Angeles 

Gr^ory Clydesdale Usher, 43, chef, in Paris 

Danitra Vance, 35, actor, in Markham, 111. 

Ron Vawter, 45, actor, in flight to New York City 

Roxy Verrtola, 47, screenwriter, in Los Angeles 

Tom Villard, 40, actor, in Los Angeles 

Bruce Voeller, 59, physician and activist, in Topanga, Calif. 

Mason Wiley, 39, writer, in New York City 

Sheldon M. WoKf, 63, AIDS researcher, in Boston 

Pedro Zamora, 22, activist, in Miami • 
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Politics 




Has the gay movement met its match? 



By Todd Simmons 



The Human Rights Cam- 
paign Fund (HRCF), 
wliich calls itself America's 
largest gay and lesbian 
political organization, is 
"one of the best lobbying 
organizations in Washing- 
ton, D.C.," asserts Tim 
McFeeley, its outgoing execudve di- 
rector. In her office a few miles away. 
Peri Jude Radecic, fonner executive 
director of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF), points 
to her group's 21 -year record and 
claims that it is the leader in "con- 
vening and training grassroots ac- 
tivists around die country." 

But few odiers agree. "The asser- 
tion that they're the most effective 
or even very effective is simply not 
true," says Tom Stoddard, former 
head of Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, a gay group. Adds 
Tone Osbom, Radecic's predecessor 
at NGLTF: "They have missed op- 
portunities for synergy and effec- 
tiveness by competing. They need to 
collaborate. Tlieir competitiveness is 
ridiculous." And a well-placed 
Washington insider who requested 
confidentiality delivers this indict- 
ment: "They're simply irrelevant" 

GREGORY ZABILSKI FOR THE ADVOCATE 



Are diese two organizations— widi 
60 staffers and combined annual 
budgets totaling $ 1 1 million— out of 
the loop in the Beltway? Or are they 
doing pioneering work on complex 
issues that are only now entering 
the American political mainstream? 
This much is clear: Despite scattered 
achievements, neither group is the 
success its leadership claims. And in 
the new, deeply conservative politi- 
cal terrain on Capitol Hill making 
the groups effective will be a formi- 
dable task. 

"I don't want to hurt people," says 
Joel Lawson, a gay aide to Rep. Bill 
Orton (D-Utah), "but we re up 
against die wall widi this Congress. 
And the truth is that HRCF does not 
know how to lobby." Lawson adds 
that in his 5Vi years on Capitol Hill— 
during which he worked for two 
members of Congress, was a staffer 
for the House science committee, 
and helped found the Lesbian and 
Cay Congressional Staff Associa- 
tion—he has been contacted by 
HRCF only twice, and those were 
through what he describes as a tele- 
phone bank making cold calls to 
congressional staffers around the 
Capitol. Many other gay and lesbian 
staffers, he says, have never been 
called by the group— a fart he tenns 



"baffling" in an environment as staff- 
driven as Washington. "I don't have 
to chase down Amoco when it has 
an issue on the HiU," Lawson says. "I 
don't have to call American Express. 
There are a lot of us on the Hill just 
waiting for a call ftxjm them." 

McFeeley insists, though, that 
"per capita, per dollar," HRCF is one 
of the most influential lobbying 
agencies in Washington. In the last 
half of the 103rd Congress, the 
group signed up 159 cosponsors for 
a federal gay rights bill, prompting 
Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) to 
hold Senate committee hearings on 
it. (The bill didn't make it out of 
Kennedy's committee.) HRCF also 
donated about $800,000 to congres- 
sional campaigns around the coun- 
try- and sent consultants to Idaho 
and Oregon to work against antigay 
initiatives. Says McFeeley: "We're 
fleet-footed." 

But when asked to describe the 
greatest accomplishments HRCF 
logged during his five-year tenure, 
McFeeley, who will relinquish his 
executive directorship to attorney 
and former NGLTF cochair Eliza- 
beth Birch this month, is unable to 
offer much in the way of lobbying 
victories. The group successfully 
pushed for inclusion of antigay inci- 
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Now, your favorite Absolut Vodka 
advertisements are together in a totally 
unique 3-D computer program. Absolut 
Museum. 

The "virtual" hallways of Absolut 
Museum contain the images of over 
200 photographs, paintings and fash- 
ion designs from the award winning 
Absolut Vodka advertising campaign. 

Walk through the main hallway and 
see the first Absolut Vodka advertise- 
ment, Absolut Perfection, or cross into 
Absolut Glasnost as it comes alive with 
the work of 26 talented Russian artists. 
With the click of the mouse, find out 
what other surprises are waiting for 
you. Whether you're a fan of the 
Absolut advertising campaign or a 
computer guru, Absolut Museum vrill 
entertain you for hours. 

To order the three disk package for 
$29.9;, please call: 

1-800-94-ABSOLUT 

CompuServe subscribers can 
type GO ABSOLUT and shop the 
Absolut Store, download a 
free sample of Absolut 
Museum, view and save 
Absolut Vodka ads, and 
order the 3 disk package 
electronically. 

Visa, Mastercard and 
personal checks accepted. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for 
delivery. U.S. orders only. 
Order while supplies last. 

No matter how you order 
Absolut Museum, you'll also be 
supporting the fight against AIDS. 
All net proceeds go to the American 
Foundation for AIDS Research (AmFAR), 
one of the leading national organiza- 
tions funding research to find a 
cure for AIDS. 
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dents in a federal hate-crimes data- 
collection act and against exclusion 
of food handlers from protection 
under the Americans Widi Disabili- 
ties Act, though McFeeley acknowl- 
edges that HRCF wasn't the lead 
lobbyist on either issue. It also as- 
sisted in the lobbying effort for the 
Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS 
Resources Emergency Act o f 19 9 (^ 
which provides the lion's share of 
federal funds for AIDS care. 

The gays-in-the-military debate, 
though, seemed to catch HRCF by 
surprise, even though President 
Clinton had been talking about it 
for months by the time he took of- 
fice. HRCFs lobbying weaknesses, 
congressional staffers say, ensured 
that it never became a key player on 
the issue. 

"There are a few of us who get 
called all the time— tmnnn l _j 
dioseofus whoare nKthSDOanl 
out, senior staffers iSCORStailtiy 
who are lesbian or S6G0nd-^6SS- 
gay " says Karen jng what the 
Anderson, an aide 

to Rep. joiene Un- staitjoesana 
soeid (D-Wash.). therefore 

"But there's not a prefCTS 3 Staff 

lot of effort to that Is defereih 

reach out to others. tiaL" Stoddaill 

They tend to con- ^ ^^jL 
tact only offices SajfS. BOarOS 
that have been Cait'tnil 
sympathetic to Ql^izationS." 

them in the past." 

George ShevUn, an aide to Rep. 
Douglas Applegate (D-Ohio), says he 
has found it difficult to get even 
basic information from HRCF. Once, 
he recalls, he had to send illegible 
photocopies back to the group. "If 
you compare it to the stuff the pro- 
lifers send up, it's like night and day," 
Shevlin says. "I mean, anyone can 
make a photocopy. Maybe this is aU 
new to them. Maybe they don't have 
the money other organizations do." 

Actually, inexperience and under- 
funding hardly seem to be HRCFs 
problems. Under McFeeley HRCF 
has experienced the most rapid 
growth of its 14-year history. During 
the past five years, its annual budget 
has risen (rom $1.5 million to $8 mil- 
lion; its membership has expanded 
from 12,000 to 80,000; and its staff 
size has increased from 15 to 45. 

Stoddard argues that the same 
board and administration that have 



been so adept at expansion are 
holding back HRCFs lobbying ef- 
forts. 'The board is constandy sec- 
ond-guessing what the staff does 
and therefore prefers a staff that is 
deferential," he says. "Boards can't 
run organizations." 

But Hilary Rosen, who cochaired 
HRCFs board in 1994, disagrees. 
"For the past five years, Tim McFee- 
ley has been in charge," says Rosen, 
who as president and chief operating 
officer of the lobbying group Record- 
ing Industry Association of America 
is one of Washington's most respect- 
ed lobbyists. "The board's job has 
been to set policy and raise money. 
That's what this board has done." 

Generally Capitol Hill insiders 
criticize NGLTF less than HRCF. 
But that's often because they are un- 
familiar with NGLTF altogether. 
Says Shevlin: "I never hear from 
them. I don't know anyone there." 

Radecic is the third executive di- 
rector NGLTF has had in two years, 
and that number rose to four on De- 
cember 6, when she handed her 
post over to Melinda Paras, a mem- 
ber of xb^'San Francisco' public 
health commission. ^ 

Among Radecic's final duties at 
NGLTFs helm was presiding over 
Creating Change, the group's annual 
grassroots organizing confab. About 
1,500 activists attended the meeting, 
which was held in Dallas in Novem- 
ber. "The press has not been too 
kind to NGLTF," Radecic says. 'To 
put on a smooth, well-run coniFerence 
was a good way to answer rumors 
that we're going down the drain." 

But NGLTFs troubles clearly go 
beyond bad press. Money problems 
this fall forced the organization to 
lay off several employees and to let 
other positions go unfilled. And ear- 
lier this summer the group was 
stung by a string of high-level resig- 
nations, including that of Radecic. 
Things are better now, Radecic says, 
thanks to increased donations and 
adept handling of the budget 
crunch by the group's board. 

During the past seven years, 
NGLTFs annual budget has grown 
fix)m less dian $200,000 to nearly $3 
million and its membership has ex- 
panded from fewer than 20,000 to 
32,000. But during the past 1 1^ years- 
when the march on Washington, 
Stonewall 25 celebration, and Gay 
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Games IV could have been expected 
to fuel rapid growth in NGLTFs 
rolls— membership has remained flat 
Both McFeeley and Radecic concede 
that they have failed to market their 
groups to gays and lesbians nation- 
wide. "My approach was 'Build it, and 
they'll come,'" McFeeley says. "It 
hasn't been very successful." Radecic 
adds that NGLTF has "never spent 
any time or money thinking about 
how to market ourselves." 

Nadine Smith, cochair of the 1993 
march on Washington, says that de- 
spite all its emphasis on grassroots 
organizing, NGLTF is largely inac- 
cessible to activists outside Washing- 
ton, D.C. Smith, who now works as 
executive director of the Human 
Rights Task Force of Florida, argues 
that NGLTF suffers from a lack of 
focus and frequently ven- u 
tures into lobbying work ncJuSlCdIll 
that should be left to HRCF. 
"You can't be all things to all 
people," she says. "If you try, 
you end up being not much 
to any of us. They've got 
light-years to go to become 
what's actually needed." 

Urvashi Vaid, who headed 
NGLTF from 1989 to 1992, 
says that "people call the task 
force for help, and some- 
times they get help and 
sometimes they don't. And 
that's not a good way to run 
a movement" Vaid adds that NGLTF 
should become a decentralized, chap- 
ter-based organization, giving small 
local groups around the nation the 
opportunity to affiliate with the 
group and allowing it to forge ties to 
activities outside Washington, D.C. 

"We just can't go on doing what 
we've always done," Vaid continues. 
"The status of gay people is chang- 
ing, so we have to change our tactics 
and strategies. We have to figure out 
a way to involve more people who 
want to get involved in gay politics." 

Counsel from former executive di- 
rectors such as Vaid is a rare thing for 
NGLTF and HRCF, according to 
Stoddard. "Tliere's no continuity," he 
says. "By and large our leaders of ten 
years ago are no longer active," due to 
AIDS, organizadonal instability, and 
failure to foster new leadership. With- 
out such continuity the groups be- 
come obsessed widi internal disputes, 
hampering tlieir ability to make long- 
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term plans or to craft consistent media 
strategies, Stoddard adds. "They're 
young organizations still in their ado- 
lescence," he says. "But it's time to 
move them toward adulthood." 

They'll have to move fast. Of the 
284 Republicans in the 104di Con- 
gress, gays and lesbians can count 
consistendy on only 20 for support, 
McFeeley says. Unless bodi NGLTF 
and HRCF can effectively reach out 
to Republicans, they risk at least two 
years of inefficacy. 

Rich Tafel, director of Log Cabin 
Republicans, a nadonal gay RepubU*-^ 
jPsrt group, has some advice for 
NGLTF and HRCF: "We have to stop 
casting people as ftiends or enemies 
and start looking at them as friends 
or people we haven't educated yet" 
Incoming HRCF executive direc- 
tor Birch may be able to prod 
the group in that direction, 
notes gay political consultant 
David Mixner, who was a 
campaign adviser to President 
Clinton. "Fm hoping she will 
be very hands-on on the Hill," 
he says, "taking senators and 
representatives to lunch, set- 
ting up meetings for leaders 
who are coming to town, and 
doing all of those things you 
have to do to succeed in 
Washington." 

NGLTF, on the odier hand, 
is looking inward, rethinking 
its structure and mission. Radecic 
says NGLTF will consider all options, 
even developing a formal relation- 
ship with longtime rival HRCF that 
could "range from more cooperation 
and some joint projects to a merger." 

According to Smith, such an 
arrangement would be ideal: "Right 
now is the perfect time for NGLTF 
and HRCF to sit down and have the 
summit meeting that diey have only 
pretended to have in the past, to 
draw some clear lines of distinction, 
stop confusing people, and start sup- 
porting each other." 

William Wayboum, executive di- 
rector of the Gay and Lesbian Viao- 
ry Fund, a donor network for gay 
and lesbian candidates, agrees. 
NGLTF and HRCF "have to be able 
to analyze the issues, identify one or 
two things important to the move- 
ment and focus on them," he says. 
"It's going to be tough. But the pos- 
sibilities are enonnous." • 



Actmsm 



Paras is 
burning 

A controversial 
pick for its top job 
may mean more 
trouble for NGLTF 



By John Gallagher 



For the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force (NGLTF), 1994 was 
a tough year. Flat membership 
levels and lackluster fund-raising 
forced the Washington, D.C. -based 
political group to slash its $4-milIion 
budget by 35%. Peri Jude Radecic, 
NGLTFs third executive director in 
four years, tendered her resignation, 
and tension between the group's 
board and staff drove several other 
top officials fixim their posts. In a piv- 
otal election year, NGLTFs lobbying 
and organizing efforts languished, 
victims of the group's internal preoc- 
cupation. 

But when NGLTFs board named 
its choice for a replacement for 
Radecic on December 6, the selec- 
tion was an unorthodox one: San 
Francisco public health commission 
member Melinda Paras, a former 
Marxist political organizer who 
presided over an AIDS agency that 
mismanaged public funds and who 
has been besmirched by complaints 
of racial and ethnic insensitivity. 
Such a past, many activists worry, 
will haunt Paras as she tries to lead 
NGLTF out of the wilderness. 

"Whether or not the accusations 
against Melinda are true, the fact 
that they exist means that she has to 
do a lot of work," says Mike Bosia, 
an aide to California state senator 
Milton Marks and the former head 
of the political action committee of 
San Francisco's Harvey Milk Les- 
bian/Gay/Bisexual Democratic Club, 
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to which Paras belongs. 

Adds Kerrington Osborne, a for- 
mer board member of Shanti Proj- 
ect, the AIDS service group from 
which Paras resigned as deputy di- 
rector in 1993 after it was found to 
have mismanaged government 
grants: "Can someone who seems to 
have many vocal opponents be able 
to inspire folks' confidence in 
NGLTF and raise the money that 
they need? It is going to be difficult. 
There are enough unanswered ques- 
tions about Shanti alone to give one 
pause." Former Milk club president 



Rick Pacurar, a member of San Fran- 
cisco's Joint Task Force on the HIV 
Epidemic, is more blunt: "It doesn't 
seem slie has a track record that 
would qualify her" to head NGLTF. 

Paras points to her four-month 
tenure as interim head of NGLTF, 
where she eliminated a projeaed year- 
end deficit, as proof that the com- 
plaints are unfounded. "Some of the 
issues raised in the press might raise 
questions, but that's because people 
don't know me," she says. "I walked 
into a situation where there was a 
half-million-dollar budget deficit and 



difficult personnel problems." 

As tacit acknowledgment of the 
controversy surrounding Paras, 
NGLTF took the extraordinary mea- 
sure of supplementing a press re- 
lease announcing her appointment 
with five pages of "endorsements" of 
Paras obtained from gay rights and 
AIDS activists around the country. 
But some activists approached by 
NGLTF said privately that the strate- 
gy left them in an awkward posidon. 
They were concerned about Paras's 
reputation, they said, but feared that 
if they refused, their working rela- 
tionships with NGLTF would suffer. 

Much of the sturm und drang 
around Paras stems from her role in 
Shanti's financial mismanagement cri- 
sis, which came to light when a San 
Francisco municipal audit found that 
Shanti, where Paras was second 
in command, had billed the city 
$450,000 in unauthorized expenses. 
In short order Shanti lost eight city 
housing contracts 
worth $1.9 million 
and contributions 
dropped 50%, im- 
periling the group's 
survival. 

Paras says that 
all of the disputed 
funding went to 
AIDS services and 
that the problem 
was the result of a sudden influx of 
federal money that swamped Shan- 
ti's accounting and software sys- 
tems. "Was it a mistake on the part 
of the agency? Absolutely," Paras 
says. "Do I regret that? Absolutely. 
But there was never an issue of 
ethics or credibility involved." 

However, Marc Ansley, who was 
Shanti's financial officer during the 
episode, says Paras bears direct re- 
sponsibility for the mismanagement 
"Melinda was right in the middle of 
it all" he says. "She had her nose so 
deeply buned in the finances that 
when she pulled it out, it had black 
ink on it." Agrees former Shanti resi- 
dential programs director Ellen 
Hardtke, who first went public with 
the mismanagement allegations: 
"Melinda knew." 

Ansley charges that Paras regular- 
ly shifted funds earmarked for a 
designated purpose to other areas. 
In one case Shanti applied for a 
$22,000 federal grant to buy a van, 



"Some of 
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NGLTTs chain of commanders 





JeffU 

Director 19B6-1989; found- 
ed Creating Change, a 
national activist conference; 
stepped up AIDS lobbying; 
strengthened NGLTP's 
lobbying operation 



Urvashi Vaid 

Director 1989-1993; 
Increased grassroots 
activism; garnered media 
attention by confronting 
President Bush during 
a speech 



Torie Osbom 

Director March-Novem- 
ber 1993; brought rapid 
financial growth to 
group; helped organize a 
meeting with President 
Clinton and activists 



Peri Jude Radecic 

Director November 1993- 
November 1994; worl<ed 
with local activists In Geor- 
gia, Texas, and Mississip- 
pi; developed NGLTF's 
Rght the Right program 



Melinda Paras 

Newly appointed director; 
during a four-month 
tenure as interim direc- 
tor, eliminated a budget 
deficit and resolved 
personnel problems 



"Getting approval for the grant was 
difficult because the government 
wanted the money to go to people 
with AIDS," Ansley says. But after 
the application was OK'd, Paras 
used only $2,000 to lease the van, 
spending the rest on staff salaries. 

Paras says such shifts were com- 
mon and caused by changing bud- 
getary realities. "All of the contract 
modificadons had to be reviewed by 
the city's AIDS office, and they were 
all pretty much accepted," she says. 
The city audit, she adds, proved that 
"the ethics and integrity of 
spending were always in order." , ™! " "viiioii 

Paras posits that Ansley, who nSO tO Sajf WaS, 
has AIDS, was lax in his respon- 1 made 3 nis- 
sibilities at Shanti because of ta|(A apH |'yA 



his illness. "As much as I sup 
port full application of the 
Americans With Disabilides Aa 
[which prohibits AIDS-based 
discrimination]," she says, "in 
retrospect I would say tnat for 
financial directors it should be 
interpreted more narrowly." 
Hardtke, though, says she too 
told Paras such diversions vio- 
lated condidons of the grants. "She 
told me I didn't know what I was 
talking about," Hardtke adds. 

Coming on the heels of the Shand 
mess, Paras's appointment to head a 
national organization "sets the wrong 
example" for other gay groups, 
Hardtke says. 'Tou want people who 
are honest, who have integrity, who 
are accountable, and who take re- 
sponsibility. Melinda fails in all three 
categories, particularly and provably 
in taking responsibility. All the 



learned my les- 
son/ " Hardtke 
says. "Instead 
she gives evety 
other excuse 
you can 
imagine." 



woman had to say was 'I made a mis- 
take, and Fve learned my lesson.' In- 
stead, she gives every other excuse 
you can imagine." 

Paras, who has chronic fatigue im- 
mune dysfunction syndrome (CFIDS), 
said that she resigned from Shanti for 
health reasons aggravated by "the 
enormous stress and pressure" accom- 
panying the fiscal problems. Executive 
director Eric Rofes resigned at the 
same time, and Shanti insiders say 
that the departures came just before 
the agency's board was about to dis- 
miss them. 

Paras had to curtail her 
activities at Shanti because 
of CFIDS. At a conference 
on the syndrome in 1989, 
she recounted how during 
a business trip to Washing- 
ton, D.C., she had been 
so severely stricken with 
CFIDS in a hotel room diat 
"it took me 30 minutes to 
crawl to the bathroom, and 
I had to take a nap on the 
floor for 30 minutes on the 
way back to bed." 
But she says her health will not be 
an issue at NCLTF. New treatments 
that she began at about the time she 
started working as the group's interim 
direaor are "making a significant im- 
provement in my condition," she says. 

Paras, 41, dropped out of high 
school in Wisconsin to join a Marxist 
brigade in Cuba in 1970. That same 
year she enrolled in the University of 
the Philippines, which her father had 
attended, and became involved in ef- 
forts to depose then-president Ferdi- 



nand Marcos. She eventually re- 
ceived a high school equivalency de- 
gree but never completed her 
college work. 

At an NGLTF conference in 1993. 
Paras described her experience in 
the Philippines. "Our movement," 
she said, "was about arming the peo- 
ple, guerrilla warfare, going out to 
the countryside to the small barrios— 
I know this is not familiar to a lot of 
you, but for some of us it's almost 
like old rote— creating mass organiza- 
tions of millions of people, and basi- 
cally overthrowing the government** 
Paras was eventually arrested and 
deported from the Philippines. 

Paras says she joined the Demo- 
cratic Party in 1988 to support Rev. 
Jesse Jackson's presidential cam- 
paign. In 1991 and 1992 she be- 
longed to the California state party's 
Central Democratic Committee. 

In 1989 a left-wing San Francisco 
newspaper with whidi Paras was af- 
filiated refused to condemn the Chi- 
nese government's massacre of 
pro-democracy students in Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square, but Paras says 
she did not take a position on the re- 
fusal. "I think there were more issues 
[than democracy] involved there, but 
I don't know them, and it never 
gripped me enough to study it and 
make it a big issue." she says. "People 
who were far more knowledgeable 
[than me]" said that the students had 
connections to Khmer Rouge leader 
Pol Pot, whose genocidal regime in 
Cambodia "deeply disturbed me." 

Paras's tenure at the Milk dub has 
also drawn fire. Members of the 
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club's black caucus charge that Paras 
was insensitive to their concerns, 
prompting them to leave the dub. 
Some members of its Jewish caucus 
were angered in 1990 when Paras re- 
fused to include anti-Semitism in a 
course on racism that she was plan- 
ning to teach. Paras says the disagree- 
ment was a minor one and that the 
course was meant to focus on the 
"unique situation that the pcople-of- 
color community deals with." (At 
Shand a multicultural training pro- 
gram that Paras arranged left the staff 
deeply divided, and some employees, 
after attending a few sessions, re- 
fused to show up for future ones.) 

Paras makes no apologies for her 
past memberships in Marxist-Lenin- 
ist organizations. "They were part of 
our movement, and they were part of 
the politics of the time," she says. But 
others say they may undercut her 
credibility and make her easy prey 
for congressional conservatives seek- 
ing to portray the gay rights move- 
ment as beyond the political pale. 

"Being opposed to Marcos is a 
badge of honor," says Rep. Barney 
Frank (D-Mass.), who is gay. "But I 
don't think that being involved in 
Marxist groups is ever a good thing 
for someone at NGLTF or any gay 
organization." Adds Washington, 
D.C., gay rights activist Mickey 
Wheatley: "I don't have any prob- 
lems with her personally having 
these radical views. My concern is 
that her political views are so far out 
of the mainstream of gay and lesbian 
civil rights groups that she's not 
going to be able to do the work that 
needs to be done." 

Paras, though, says she is "not re- 
ally that concerned" about such 
complaints. "I've received an ex- 
tremely warm welcome from my col- 
leagues" at NGLTF and other 
Washington-based gay rights 
groups, she says. 

Ultimately, Paras's critics contend, 
the controversies in Paras's past may 
not matter much in and of them- 
selves. But New York City ACT UP 
member Bill Dobbs says tlieir cumu- 
lauve effect, coming at a crucial time 
in the gay rights movement, is dis- 
turbing. "This is a time when the 
task force cannot afford to make 
mistakes," he says. "Paras's appoint- 
ment seems to be a big mistake. She 
just carries too much baggage." • 



Washington 



Mood swings 

Political change means personal 
upheaval in the nation's capital 



By Chris Bull 



After spending more than a 
decade working on AIDS poli- 
cy, House of Representatives 
staffer Tim Wesunoreland has 
become Capitol Hill's expert on 
AIDS-related legislation, waging 
dozens of legislative battles for the 
Democrats who employ him. But 
with Republicans taking control of 
both the House and the Senate for 
the first time since the '50s, West- 
moreland—along with other 
key gay and lesbian 
Democratic congres- 
sional employees- 
will suddenly be 
out of a job; In- 
coming House 
speaker Newt 
Gingrich has or- 
dered the dis- 
missal of every 
Democratic 
staffer. 

"I've worked veiy 
hard for a long time 
to make AIDS a nonpar- 
usan issue and get Republi- 
can support," says Westmoreland, 
who was counsel to California 
representative Henry Waxman's 
subcommittee on healtn and the en- 
vironment. But the mass dismissals 
betray that spirit of bipartisanship, 
he contends. "I don't see this as a 
productive way to change power in 
this countiy," he says. 

Westmoreland's departure is just 
one example of the enormous 
changes that Republican dominadon 
will mean for gays and lesbians in 
the nation's capital. It's said that 
Washington is a company town 
where the only industry is govern- 
ment, and as a result the changes to 
come will be social as well as polid- 
cal, atmospheric as well as substan- 




dve, From the White House to the 
gay bars that crowd P Street, life will 
change. 

"The defeat of Clintonism-and 
the idea that his gays-in-the-military 
campaign contributed to it-means 
that some pretty serious gay baiters 
are waiting in the wings," sa^s 
Christopher Hitchens, a columnist 
for The Nation who is a veteran ob- 
server of Washington's polidcal and 
social scene. "For minority groups 
who are seeking recognition, 
the mood of the city has 
c hanged overnight." 
Affinity groups for 
pay and lesbian 
government em- 
ployees—groups 
that proliferated 
during the first 
two years of the 
Clinton admin- 
istration-are 
bracing for hard 
times. Mark Ag- 
rast, secretary of 
the Lesbian and Gay 
Lonpressional Staff As- 
sociadon, says Gingrich may 
attempt to strip his group of the ac- 
creditation it was awarded last year 
by House Democradc leaders. 

"We can imagine the Republicans 
trying to pull the plug on us," says 
Agrast, a legislative aide to Rep. 
Gerry Studds (D-Mass.), who is gay. 
"We will of course condnue with or 
without their approval, but this defi- 
nitely complicates life." 

Job openings for gays and les- 
bians in the Republican-controlled 
Congress are likely to be few and far 
between. A quesdonnaire devised by 
the House Republican Study Com- 
mittee, which operates a job bank for 
Republican lawmakers, asks appli- 
cants a series of politically charged 
questions, including whether they 
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believe homosexuality is compatible 
with military service. 

"Those kinds of questions are 
likely to have a chilling effect on 
gays and lesbians seeking jobs," 
says Mario Correa, a gay legislative 
assistant to Rep, Constance A. 
Morella (R-Md.). a moderate who 
supports gay rights measures. "We 
don't think people should be sub- 
jected to political litmus tests. It 
does not create a great atmosphere 
for anyone." 

Prospects are equally grim 
for gay and lesbian federal 
employees, says Jim Patter- 
son, a Department of Agri- 
culture equal-opportunity 
officer who specializes in gay 
and lesbian issues. In July 
Patterson was the taraet of a 
measure sponsored by Sen. 
Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) that 
would have eliminated his 
posidon. 

The measure failed, but 
now, without a Democratic 
majority to block or dilute 
andgay efforts, Patterson says 
his post-die first of its kind 
in the federal government- 
may not survive for long. 
"Helms has already told peo- 
ple that he will come back 
and do essendally the same 
thing," he says. "He could 
stop my work m its tracks. It's 

fjoing to be more difficult to 
ight him this dme around." 
(Gingrich and Helms did not 
respond to telephone calls 
seeking comment) 

Officials at Federal Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual Employees 
(GLOBE), a group tor gay 
U.S. jpvernment e mployees. 
^\(^'* Fay they expect attendance at 
their meetings to decline 
precipitously, at least in the 
short term. "People are hav- 
ing second thoughts about 
whether they want to be as- 
sociated with the group," 
says Patterson. "People really fear 
that under the current climate their 
careers could be adversely affected 
if people know they are gay. We're 
working to correct this by being 
more visible." 

But the changes won't leave all 
gays and lesbians out in the cold. 
Rich Tafel, nadonal director of Log 



Cabin Republicans, a gay lobbying 
group based in Washington, D.C, 
says gay staffers for Republican law- 
makers are happy to be out of the 
minority-party wilderness for the 
first dme in their careers. 

"There are a lot of conservative 
gay staffers who are extremely 
pleased about the outcome of the 
elecdon," he says. "For too long gay 
Republicans have been snubbed. 
They are tired of people coming up 
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to them in gay bars and 
saying, 'How dare you 
be a Republican r Now 
they will be saying, 
'Can you help us with a 
bill?' We hope the new 
political reahty will lead 
to a maturing process 
regarding how we treat 
each other along ideo- 
logical lines." 

According to Tafel, 
the Republican sweep 
boosted the fortunes of 
closeted gay and les- 
bian Republican staffers 
who have long sur- 
reptitiously provided 
Log Cabin RepnbHeaB*^ 
with inside informa- 
tion about Republican 
legislative strategies. 
"These are people who would never 
go to a GLOBE meeting for fear 
that they might be outed to their 
boss by Democrats," he says. "They 
are looking forward to having more 
of their own around. More Re- 
publican members mean more gay 
Republicans." (Closeted gay and les- 
bian Republican staffers declined to 



"Iherearealotof 
conservative gay 
staffers who are 
extremely pleased 
about the outcome 
of the election. 
For too long gay 
Republicans have 
been snubbed. 
They are tired of 
people coming up 
to them In gay 
bars and saying, 
'How dare you be 
a Republican!' " 

—Rich Tafel 
National director of 
Ljog Cabin Republicans 



be interviewed for this article, even 
when told they would not be identi- 
fied by name.) 

A. Cornelius Baker, an AIDS ac- 
tivist who served as a political ap- 
pointee in the Bush administration 
from 1989 to 1991, ties the political 
woes facing gay rights and AIDS 
lobbying groups to the arrogance 
Democrats displayed when they 
controlled the House. 'The way the 
House was run in the past three 
years, there was rarely 
any reason to consult 
with the minority, so 
the groups just didn't," 
says Baker, who now 
serves as director of 
public policy and edu- 
cation for the National 
Association for People 
With AIDS. "All the 
deals were being cut 
on the Democratic side, 
NowAthe Republicans 
who nave been exclud- 
ed from the debate 
find themselves in sig- 
nificant positions of 
power where they can 
hurt us. We have to 
learn to act in a more nonpartisan 
manner." 

But Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), 
who is gay, disagrees. "I can't think 
of a single instance when gay Re- 
publican staffers have been helpful 
to us," he says. "As a Democrat, Fve 
lobbied more Republicans than 
they have." As for Baker's sugges- 
tion that House Democrats have be- 
haved irresponsibly during their 
final years in power, Frank re- 
sponds angrily. "What planet is 
this guy Baker living on?* he asks. 
"I'm baffled by this idea. We have 
talked to Republicans for years on 
any number of issues. This is just 
Republicans engaging in victim 
blaming." 

Westmoreland, meanwhile, says 
that for him, the personal hardship 
of leaving Capitol Hill will be even 
greater than the professional toll. 
"This whole thing makes me very 
sad," he says. "Over the years my 
colleagues-both Democratic and 
Republican— and I have become 
something of a family here, It just 
breaks my heart to see it end this 
way, because we care so much 
about these issues." • 
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WWE'RE 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO DON'T 
THINK YOU 
SHOULD SELL 
YOUR LIFE 
INSURANCE 
POLICY BY 
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We also think you should know who you're talking 
to when you're deciding something as important as 
selling your life insurance policy. So here we are. 
No hidden clauses, no anonymous owners, no 
secret partners. And that makes us pretty unique. 

As gey men, NVR's principals understand the 
challenges of HIV as few others in this business 
do. That's why we're determined to help you get 
the most money for your policy in the shortest 
time — with the least stress and papenwork on 
your part. 

But whether you choose us — or another 
company — you should be completely aware 
of all your options. So be sure to read our 
free brochure before you make another move. 
Take control. 





f Before 
you do anything, 
read this brochure. 
It's free. 
Just call 
800-932-0050 
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NATIONAL VIATOR REPRESENTATIVES, INC 
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We do it all for you. 
And we get you the most for your policy. 
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Controversy 



Reversal 




Everybody had a great time in New ! 
York City during Stonewall 25 and the 
Gay Games. But when it came time to 
pay the bills, the party broke up fast ; 



fortune 



By John Gallagher 

Susan Jester, the former executive administrator for 
Stonewall 25, receives a check every month for 
$144 from the group for back salary she is owed. 
At that rate of payment. Stonewall 25, which orga- 
nized New York City's massive anniversary celebra- 
tion in June to commemorate the 1969 Stonewall 
riots, will write Jester her last check in August 2001— if it 
doesn't run out of money first. 



The arrangement "is totally unac- 
ceptable from a financial standpoint, 
from a business standpoint, and from 
a political standpoint," Jester says. 
"How can they possibly have any 
credibility?" 

When the nation's gays and les- 
bians look back on 1994, they'll re- 
member the weeklong Stonewall 



observance. But when several high- 
profile gay groups look back, diey'll 
recall a year of financial disaster. The 
monetary mess and the groups' un- 
willingness to prompdy repay credi- 
tors or even to fully account for their 
debts will cost other gay groups 
grants and loans from leery corpora- 
tions and donors for years to come. 



"When people get burned, wheth- 
er they are community activists or 
businesses, it damages our credibili- 
ty, and that's something we can't af- 
ford to do," says Donna Red Wing, 
national field director for the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against Defa- 
mation. "It's about accountability." 

At year's end financial disarray 
plagued at least three groups: 
Stonewall 25; the Gay Games TV or- 
ganizing committee, which put on 
the quadrennial sports event and ac- 
companying cultural festival in New 
York in June; and the Unity Foun- 
dation, which organized Unity Expo, 
a traveling business exhibition that 
folded after the first two of its 
planned four events. 

Flora Piterak, project manager for 
Stonewall 25's debt-repayment plan. 



Ai BELLO/ALLSPORT 
JDNIIIIIT 24, 19<S 



38 THE IDVOC/ITE 



insists that Stonewall 25 is commit- 
ted to paying back everyone it owes 
money, whether they are vendors, 
lenders, or staffers. "We're behind,'' 
she concedes, "but we're constandy 
working at it, constantly doing as 
much as we possibly can." Ian J. 
Gazes, the attorney representing 
Gay Games FV, says that "between 
what we're hoping to collect from 
money that is owed us plus fund- 
raising, we hope to get as close to 
100 cents on the dollar as possible" 
in repaying debt And Debra Olsen, 
executive director of the Unity 
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Foundadon, said in a letter to credi- 
tors dated September 29— her most 
recent response on the subject— that 
the group had hired a consulting 
firm to "develop a strategy to repay 
all of our debts." 

In raising funds to repay the 
debts, though, the groups face nu- 
merous hurdles, the largest of which 
is the secrecy they embrace. Having 
yet to provide details about their fi- 
nances, the groups are now seeking 
more money fix)m gays and lesbians 
without fully explaining how they 
fell into debt. In August, Gay Games 
IV board copresident Karen Mer- 
baum acknowledged that the group 
had $1 million in outstanding debts. 



which would be partially offset by 
income yet to be collected. At the 
time, Merbaum said a final figure 
was not available because "all the 
data are not complete." 

But by late November, Gazes was 
refusing even to disclose the size of 
Gay Games FVs debt, calling it "priv- 
ileged information." Says Gazes: 
"Giving a finite number would be to 
confuse the actual situadon. I would 
be lying if I gave you one number, 
when it may be another." He said the 
total debt carried on the group's 
books may not be the amount truly 
owed because some creditors may 
eventually setde for amounts smaller 
than what they are owed, while oth- 
ers have forgiven debts. 

Piterak esUmated in late Novem- 
ber that Stonewall 25 ended up 
more than $350,000 in the red but 
said a more complete breakdown of 
expenses was unavailable "at the 
moment." In August, John Byer, 
who was the group's business man- 
ager at the time, was also unable to 
provide a breakdown of debts after 



Stonewall celebration in June, the 
organizing committee has set six 
deadlines for repayment of its debt 
and has reneged on all of them. 

A handful of Stonewall 25's credi- 
tors say they may take legal action to 
push the group to the edge of bank- 
ruptcy; such a move could leave di- 
rectors of the organization personally 
liable for the outstanding debts. 

In addition to these problems, the 
groups face other difficulties in retir- 
ing their debts. First, the events have 
already happened, and potential 
donors have shifted their attention to 
other projects. "Our community as a 
whole is hit with a constant barrage 
to give to organizations," Gazes says. 
"This is just one. Sometimes this 
event gets buried because it took 
place five months ago." 

And second, because the groups 
no longer have paid staffers, they 
cannot afford to devote much time 
and effort to fund-raising. "It's really 
difficult to do this on an all-volunteer 
basis," says Piterak, who is handling 
Stonewall 25's repayment plan out of 



Stonewall 25 and Gay Games wsm&s are now seekig more 



initially saying on several different 
occasions that the breakdown would 
be ready "by tomorrow." Byer also 
said the debt would be retired by 
November; instead, he resigned 
from the group during that month. 

Such vagueness infuriates Stone- 
wall 25's creditors, many of whom 
are former staffers who did not re- 
ceive pay and expenses. Says Jester: 
"I don't beUeve any of us has ever 
seen a listing of what the debts are 
and who is determining the priority 
in which they are paid." 

As a result. Stonewall 25's credi- 
bility among many of its creditors 
is virtually nonexistent. "There is 
absolutely no accountability at 
all, absolutely none," says Allen 
Wliite, a San Francisco-based media 
consultant who worked for the 
group. "Stonewall 25's board of di- 
rectors has chosen to be totally un- 
accountable." 

Adds Alan Dee, a former publicist 
for the group: "If the organizers of 
Stonewall 25 don't open their 
books, it's because they're either in- 
competent or they have something 
to hide." Dee says that since the 



her home in New Hampshire. "Peo- 
ple are committed to doing the work, 
but sometimes their work lives or 
personal lives get in the way." 

Both Gay Games FV and Stone- 
wall 25 are marketing videos of 
their respective events to raise 
money to retire their debts. "We 
should be able to make $150,000 to 
$200,000 from our video," Piterak 
says. "We hope to sell about 10,000 
to 15,000 units, which is definitely 
not an unreasonable number." 

But despite such assurances, the 
projections may be overly— and in- 
creasingly—optimistic. In August, 
Byer had estimated Stonewall 25's 
projected net income from video 
sales at $50,000 to $100,000. In 
1993 organizers of the march on 
Washington sold videos of that 
event, but they had collected the 
names of people attending the 
march in order to compile a list of 
potential buyers. 

Moreover, that video was made 
available shortly after the march, 
while this year's Stonewall and Gay 
Games releases were not ready for 
shipping until five months after the 
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events, long after other vendors' 
videos of the events were on the 
market. Both Cay Games IV and 
Stonewall 25 are sohciting for free 
ads in gay publications to promote 
their videos but have encountered a 
poor reception. 

Timing may also be a problem, 
since the marketing push wiU come 
past die peak time to target holiday 
shoppers. "In merchandising," White 
says, "coiniiip: out after Christmas 
doesn't make a^ niiu h sense as com- 
ing out before (Chr istinas" 

Jester argues that the money used 
to produce the Stonewall 25 video 
should have been used to help re- 
tire the debt: "The^ spent a lot of 
money doing that video wiien they 
should have at least paid the foll^ 
that woiked there all year." 

Meanwhile, Robert Brandt, for- 
mer develo|5ineiit manager for Gay 
Games IV, alleges that while the 
organization was deferring pay- 
ments to creditors and wallowing in 
debt, board members were given 
bonuses ranging from $10,000 to 



an opportunity to reach people we 
normally don't reach. I didn't ask 
for $500 per speech; that's what I 

was off ered." 
But more damaging to any iuture 

plans bv Unity Expo organizers is 
the wa}- diey handled die exhibition 
plamied in Chicago for October 1-2. 
According to activists and business 
owners and representatives who 
planned to participate, the expo sim- 
ply failed to materialize, with no 
warning or explanation from die or- 
ganizers. Indeed, in a letter to credi- 
tors dated two days before the 
Chicago expo was planned to open, 
Olsen explicitly mentioned the 
Chicago event and said it had the 
potential to generate oiouj^ money 
"to allow us to meet our current 
obligations." 

Says Steve Moskey, director of 
consumer issues for Aetna Life and 
Casualty, which planned a display 
for the event: "We were getting 
ready to ship our material when 
someone in marketing [at Aetna] 
called the hotel [advertised as the 



forays into the gay and lesbian mar- 
ket even thou^ this was the com- 
pany's first effort at such outreach. 
But Moskey, who is gay, says he is 
far less understanding: "Whenever a 
corporation is responsible for any- 
thing that is one of our [gay] issues, 
it's because people inside diat com- 
pany have put their professional 
reputations on the line, often at 
some personal risL If someone can 
finally get a corporate marketing 
department to do a little something 
out of die ordinan' for our commu- 
nity and it backfires, that has conse- 
quences for us. The community 
needs to be accountable. Our busi- 
nesses have to operate with the 
same integrity that mainstream 
business does." 

Potential qionsors of hiture events 
are likely to be less forgiving than 
Aetna. McKeon says Unity Expo's 
collapse in Chicago "raises a number 
of questions, particulariy in toms of 
our ability to do fund-raising and 
outreach to the private sector." 

The brouhaha surrounding Cay 
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$15,000. Gazes denies the charge, 
saying that "as iar as I know, it's an 
outright lie." 

Unity Expo is dogged by credibil- 
ity probliMHs as well. In August, 
shortly after the expo's kickoff gala 
in San Francisco, Unity Foimdation 
president Leigh Fortier said all of 
the featured speakers for the semi- 
nars that accompanied the ex- 
hibition had been paid. As of 
November, however, several speak- 
ers at the San Francisco exhibition 
and a subsequent one in Los Ange- 
les said they were still waiting for 
their checks. Among them are Red 
Wing and officials from Lambda 
Legal Defense and Educadon Fund 
and other national gay rights groups 
as well as an array of local activists 
and vendors. 

"When a contract is made to pay 
someone to do this kind of work 
and the contract is broken, it's dis- 
appointing," says Red Wing, who is 
owed SI, 000 for the San Francisco 
and Los Angeles events. "As an ac- 
tivist, 1 would have done it if the 
deal had been just to pay our ex- 
penses, because it would have been 



site of die event] to get the exact ad- 
dress. The hotel said that was the 

first they knew about" the event 
being advertised as occurring at die 
hotel Aema marketing staffers then 
left several telephone messages for 
Unity staff members, but none were 
returned undl weeks later. 

Larr\- McKeon, the liaison to gays 
and lesbians for Cliicago ina\c)r 
Richard M. Daley, says that in the 
weeks before the aborted expo, he 
had arranged for Olsen and other 
L;nit} officials to meet with local ac- 
tivists and for Daley to issue a 
proclamation honoring the event. 
"The expo date came and passed, 
and I received no communication 
whatsoever that it had been can- 
celed," McKeon says. "1 was ap- 
palled, given my role in building 
relations between community lead- 
ers and conference organizers and 
widi the city of Cliicago and die of- 
fice of the mayor." 

Moskey says his bosses at Aetna 
have reassured him that die expe- 
rience, which cost tlie company 
$10,000 in out-ol-pcxket expenses, 
will not stop it from making future 



Games iV has already hurt organiz- 
ing for Cay Games V, sdieduled for 

Amsterdam in 1998. In a letter to 
the Gay Gaines V committee, the 
widely read Dutch gay newspaper 
De Cay Krant cited "the apparent fi- 
nancial debacle" of Gay Games IV 
as one of the reasons it would not 
hack the Amsterdam event. 

Activists say they too are waiy of 
participaung in future events. "Evm 
if you didn't have all these vendors 
who are owed money," Jester says, 
"there is still the long trail of the 
wounded and dead on the batde- 
field, all the people who volunteered 
and made the commitment" 

The only ww to prevent such ca- 
sualties in the future. Dee says, is for 
gays and lesbians to demand more 
accountability from gay groups: 
"We have to ask a lot tougher ques- 
tions of the leadership— Are you 
competent? Are you ethical? Until 
those questions can be answered 
sadsfactorily, we should have noth- 
ing to do with these events or, in 
fact, any other gay and lesbian orga- 
nization ti-} ing to mount an effort or 
raise funds." • 



JIIVIIT I«, IffS 



TIE IIVICITf 4 

Copyrighted material 



7)1 



17 



iRAGG 

1918 as US. 
-y training 
ed for N.C. 
ton Bragg, 
; Gen., CSA. 



[» AND MltTORY 





IffiTitary 



Daziedin 
themilitaiy 

At one ^jmy base the 1994 implementation 
of "doirt ask, don't tell" means new freedom 
for gay service menibers-and new dangers 



By Robert Lanimi 



More than anything else, 
Spc. Jeff Culler wanted 
the Army chaplain to 
keep his voice down. 
"He kept saying 'You're 
gay-OK, that's aU right' 
really loud. It was driving me crazy," 
remembers Culler. 

With just a door separating the 
chaplain and Culler from the rest of 
the soldiers in his barracks at Fort 
Bragg in Fayetteville, N.C, the recruit 
had good reason to worry that some- 
one might hear them. He was ready 
to come out, but he wasn't taking 
any chances. He assumed that under 
the "don't ask, don't tell" policy, he 
would be discharged. But he also 
knew the situation was fraught with 
other perils: He worried that his par- 
ticularly homophobic platoon ser- 
geant would let the other soldiers in 
the unit know about the faggot in 
their ranks, possibly subjecting him 
to weeks of harassment or even vio- 
lence while the Army processed him 
for discharge. Coming out would 
also put the $12,000 the Army owed 
him for coUege at risL 

In addition. Culler's commanders 
could simply ignore the matter alto- 
gether—a prospect that terrified him. 
"It was bad enough that they would 
know I was gay," he explains. "But 
to not give me a discharge— that 
would be like putting me in a cage 
and then letting the tiger in." 

JEROME FRIAR/IMPACT VISUALS FOR THE ADVOCATE 



Culler wasn't always so concerned 
about being discovered. During his 
first two years in the Army at Fort 
Sill in Lawton, Okla., the Alabama 
native enjoyed the opportunity the 
service gave him to grow up and 
grow into the realization that he was 
gay. But soon after arriving at Fort 
Bragg in June 1994, he knew he 
wasn't in Oklahoma anymore. "Bragg 
has a very gung-ho attitude," says 
Culler, now 22. A shght man with 
the polite mannerisms of a Southern 
gentleman. Culler found the envi- 
ronment in his unit intolerable. 

Desperate to talk to someone. 
Culler came out to his unit chaplain, 
a man he had never met before. For- 
tunately, Steve George, a Disciples of 
Christ minister, understood that the 
Army can be a dangerous place if 
you are gay. He vouched for Culler's 
sincerity and convinced his officers 
to share knowledge of his discharge 
only on a need-to-know basis. Seven 
weeks after coming out. Culler re- 
ceived an honorable discharge, 
packed his belongings into his Jeep, 
and headed south to attend the Uni- 
versity of Alabama with help from 
the GI Bill. 

While Culler's story has a happy 
ending, he is only one of thousands 
of lesbian and gay service members 
whose lives have been changed by 
"don't ask, don't tell," the Pentagon 
policy regarding gays in the military. 
The rules were hammered out by 
Congress and the Clinton adminis- 
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tration in 1993 and took effect Feb- 
ruary 28, 1994. When President 
Clinton announced the policy in 
July 1993, he promised it would 
end witch-hunts, create a "zone of 
privacy" for gay and lesbian service 
personnel, allow them to go to gay 
bars and parades, and put a stop to 
harassment of homosexuals in the 
service. 

Almost a year after the policy's 
implementation, it's still not easy to 
say just how far those promises are 
from being fulfilled. But in at least 
one military town, gay and lesbian 
service members do say that a grow- 
ing number among their ranks are 
living less closeted lives in and out 
of uniform. Some of those stationed 
at Fort Bragg and nearby Pope Air 
Force Base have come out to certain 
coworkers or commanders whom 
they deem gay-friendly. Even those 
who aren't otherwise openly gay 
may fly rainbow flags in their civil- 
ian neighborhoods or plaster pink 
triangle stickers on the cars they 
drive to work. 

Some are going even further. San- 
dra, a transportation specialist, took 
her lover, Cindy, to an Army barbe- 
cue. Robert cut the cake at his lover 
James's Air Force reenlistment cere- 
mony on the base. Fort Bragg in- 
fantryman Christopher is active in 
the North Carolina Veterans Coun- 
cil, a statewide group trying to assist 
homosexual service members. Army 
officer Michael edited the local gay 
newsletter and mailed it all over 
North Carolina with his real name 
on the front page. (These and other 
military personnel identified by first 
name only requested that their real 
names not be used in this article.) 

The reasons these service mem- 
bers are pushing the "don't ask, 
don't tell" envelope are as varied as 
the ways they choose to come out. 
Some feel protected by the policy; 
others are inspired less by "don't 
ask, don't tell" than by the national 
debate that led up to it. For service 
members like Mamie, a lesbian and 
a Fort Bragg aviator who has been 
in the Army for nine years, the pub- 
lic debate aroused a spirit of defi- 
ance. "It's a 'kiss my ass' sort of 
thing," she says of her willingness to 



be more out to her coworkers. 

Defiance, however, is not without 
its costs. WhUe they applaud those 
who push the limits of the Pentagon 
policy, gay and lesbian legal 
advocates nationally— and some ho- 
mosexual service members in Fay- 
etteville— worry that soldiers are 
uninformed about the details of the 
regulations and the risks their new 
fi^edom may pose to their own safe- 
ty and that of other gay soldiers. 

"It's tricky— things have changed, 
but they haven't," says Shari, a self- 
described "old lady" in Fayetteville's 
transient lesbian and gay communi- 
ty. At age 30, she's lived in Fayette- 
ville for 1 1 years, six of them as a 
military police officer at Fort Bragg, 
where her lover is still stationed. 
Shari believes that "there's a false 
sense of security about 'don't ask, 
don't tell'" among the gays and les- 
bians at Fayetteville's bases. 

Michelle Benecke has similar con- 
cerns. "A lot of people don't realize 
that the military is driving a new car, 
but it's going the same place," says 
Benecke, co-executive director of the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net- 
work (SLDN), a Washington, D.C.- 
based legal aid and watchdog 
organization that assists gay service 
personnel. Benecke says SLDN has 
received more than 400 calls from 
service people seeking counseling 
for abuses of the new policy. 'The 
military is still asking service mem- 
bers if they are homosexual, they are 
still tearing up rooms looking for di- 
aries and gay literature, there are still 
witch-hunts, and there's still harass- 
ment," Benecke charges. 

It's no surprise, however, that Pen- 
tagon spokesman Lt. Col. Doug Hart 
has a different take on the new poli- 
cy. He denies Benecke's charges and 
says that "don't ask, don't tell" is 
being implemented fairly and consis- 
tently. "It's been a very emotional 
issue," Hart says, "but the military 
has found a middle ground that 
everybody can work with." 

No matter how much protection 
"don't ask, don't tell" actually pro- 
vides, though, lesbian and gay ser- 
vice members always have to be 
discreet. But many believe they have 
to be especially carefiil when they go 
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to Pope Air Force Base or Fort Bragg. 
"Fayetteville is pure military," ex- 
plains a gay soldier stationed there. 
"And it's Jesse Helms territoiy." With 
about 40,000 soldiers/«fort Bragg is 
one of the largest military bases in 
the country. The military's over- 
whelming presence and the country- 
side's tobacco-farming culture make 
Fayetteville seem oddly reminiscent 
of America in the early '60s— a place 
where homosexuality is a secret 
many share but few talk about 

Things are starting to change, 
however. "Before the 'don't ask, don't 
tell' debate," explains Christopher, an 
infantry soldier at Fort Bragg since 
1991, "you couldn't even talk about 
being gay in the military. Now it's a 
lot more open." He dtes as an exam- 
ple of that new openness an incident 
that took place in spring 1994 at a 
Friday safety briefing, in which sol- 
diers are reminded not to do any- 
thing stupid over the weekend: "The 
commander was telling us not to 
drink and drive, and then out of 
nowhere he said, 'And for all of you 
in the "don't ask, don't tell" crowd, 
remember to practice safe sex and to 
use a condom.' I wanted to laugh, 
but I didn't because it would have 
given me away." 

While the freer atmosphere is a 
welcome change, it also forces gay 
and lesbian service members to walk 
a tightrope between being true to 
themselves on and off the base and 
protecting themselves against the re- 
ality that they may be harassed or in- 
vestigated at any time. This balancing 
act is particularly diflBcult for Sonia, a 
sergeant who prides herself on being 
"spit-shined and starched" and ready 
for combat duty when and if the 
Army decides to let women fight. 
"Fm what they call hard-core," she 
says proudly. "Tm a lifer." 

Sonia wants to become a sergeant 
major, the highest rank for an enlist- 
ed soldier, but knows how easily her 
dream can be lost She's been investi- 
gated by the Army twice since she 
enlisted in 1987: when a spumed 
lover outed her and when her "hus- 
band," a male friend with whom she 
had arranged a contract marriage, let 
the truth slip out Remembering the 
latter occasion, Sonia says, "My com- 
mander called me in and read me my 
rights. I thought 0/t, my God, the thing 
that means the most to me in the world— 



my career— is going to be taken away 
from me? But when Sonia and her 
husband denied everything, the case 
was dropped for lack of evidence. 

Sonia finds herself torn between 
being wary, which comes from being 
investigated, and being direct which 
she calls her "number one quality." 
She knows, for example, that her 
commanders overlook the fact that 
she's a lesbian because she's one of 
the best sergeants they have. But 
commanders come and go, so she re- 
mains careful about whom she asso- 
ciates with and whom she tells. "I 
guess I want to have my cake and eat 
it too," she confesses. "I like being 
myself. And I love the military. I al- 
ways think that my performance will 
take priority over being a homosexu- 
al. Sounds cra2y, doesn't it?" 

According to Pentagon statistics, 
Sonia is less likely to be drummed 
out today than in recent years past 
In the 12-month period ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1994, the military overall 
processed 597 homosexual dis- 
charges, compared to 682 in 1993 
and 708 in 1992. But C. Dixon Os- 
burn, co-executive director of 
SLDN, says these numbers don't tell 
the whole story: "There are lots of 
ways that homosexuals are forced 
out besides being discharged. The 
Pentagon's numbers don't count the 
people who are harassed out of the 
service by their commanders or who 
are given poor service evaluations 
because they are gay." Furthermore, 
says Osbum, the number of service 
personnel overall is in decline, so 
the rate of discharges may have 
stayed about the same. 

Mario, a Fort Bragg recruit repre- 
sents one of the 597 service mem- 
bers discharged from the military in 
1994, but it is hard to imagine an- 
other case more hilarious— or poten- 
tially dangerous— than his "don't ask, 
don't tell" adventure. 

Just 19 when he enhsted in the 
Army in 1989, Mario arrived in 
Fayetteville two years later, trying to 
sort out his sexuality while he 
worked on the Army's tanks and 
trucks. Soon afterward, however, 
Mario received permission to move 
out of the barracks by arranging a 
contract marriage with a lesbian 
friend. Then he set his sights on win- 
ning titles such as Miss Greater 
Fayetteville under the stage name 
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Vulva Bush. "I went into the Army to 
be a man, and I came out a drag 
queen," he is fond of saying. 

Mario was also a model soldier, 
earning unit and individual commen- 
dations. But when he received orders 
to go to Korea in the fall of 1993, he 
figured the easiest way for him to 
stay stateside with his 
lover was to tell the 
Army that he was gay. 
There was just one 
problem with his plan: 
Nobody believed him. 

Mario told his ser- 
geant in October and 
reminded other offi- 
cers for months after- 
ward that they were 
required to kick him 
out. When that didn't 
work, he got admitted 
to an Army psychiatric 
unit by threatening to 
kill himself and his of- 
ficers unless he be- 
came a civilian. Still no 
luck. Finally, the com- 
pany commander gave 
Mario a chance to make his story 
sticL "He told me he needed proof," 
Mario remembers. 

So the next day Mario arrived at 
Fort Bragg with a paper bag filled 
with selected items from home. "I 
went into the office," he says, "and 
my squad leader, my section leader, 
the first sergeant, the lieutenant, and 
the company commander were 
there. I pulled out the bag and 
showed them gay magazines and 
some pictures of myself in drag. The 
company commander looked at the 
pictures and said, 'This is you?' 
Then my lieutenant looked at the 
pictures and said, 'Wow, you look 
good.' My company commander 
didn't like that at all. Then I got out 
this 25-ounce jar of lube and a ten- 
inch dildo and I said, 'Sir, this is for 
those cold and lonely nights.' " 

Mario isn't in the Army now. In 
March he left Fort Bragg with an 
honorable discharge. Some may find 
Mario's willingness to use his homo- 
sexuality as a means of shirking his 
commitment objectionable. His ex- 
perience does illustrate, however, 
the risks that service members pose 
to themselves and others when they 
don't have good information about 
"don't ask, don't tell." 
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Osbum shudders when he thinks 
about what might have happened to 
Mario. "Providing evidence like he 
did is not required to get out of the 
military under the new policy, and 
it's a huge risk— the military could 
have used it to prosecute him on the 
criminal side for sodomy or to lower 
his discharge status," 
says Osburn. "If the 
military had kept the 
pictures or if he'd ad- 
mitted to using the sex 
toy, they could have 
prosecuted him for in- 
decent acts. And each 
act carries a five-year 
sentence." 

Mario could also 
have started a much 
wider investigation, 
says Osbum, a fact not 
lost on his gay and les- 
bian friends. "I told 
him it was very irre- 
sponsible," says one. 
"Mario and [his wife] 
had never lived togeth- 
er, they had different 
addresses, and they were living with 
other homosexuals. Thank God the 
Army didn't go after them." 

In Fayetteville those gay and les- 
bian service members who are pur- 
sued by the military quickly find 
that there are few places to turn for 
help. The North Carolina Veterans 
Council is still trying to get orga- 
nized. The state's Quaker church 
runs a free military counseling pro- 
gram in the community, but it is not 
well-known among homosexual ser- 
vice members. And few people in 
the service have heard about SLDN. 

Nor can a homosexual service 
member count on other local gays 
or lesbians. Once a soldier's sexual 
orientation becomes an issue with 
the Army, "she's immediately closed 
off," says Mamie. "If people think 
she's a chatterbox, then she won't 
get the time of day." 

SLDN attorneys say there are 
hundreds of service personnel who 
have faced the isolation that comes 
with getting tripped up by the new 
policy. Many of the cases handled 
by SLDN result from intentional 
acts by commanders; others stem 
from ignorance of the policy. "We've 
even had military lawyers call our 
offices for copies of the policy," Be- 



necke reports. 

Military attorneys aren't the only 
ones having problems reading the 
fine print of "don't ask, don't tell." 
The Air Force refused to comment 
on the how information about the 
new policy is distributed in that 
branch of the service. But at Pope 
Air Force Base, gay enlisted men re- 
member that official briefings on the 
policy were circulated to officers 
and then posted on briefing boards 
early in 1994. "Enhsted personnel 
are supposed to read them, but they 
never do," says James, an adminis- 
trative assistant with seven years in 
the Air Force, four of them at Pope. 
James says a new soldier at Pope 
would have a difficult time tracking 
down information about the policy. 
"I tried to get hold of the briefing, 
but nobody had one," said James, 
speaking late in 1994, at least six 
months after it had been posted. 
"And if I couldn't get one, there's no 
way a new recruit could do it with- 
out a lot of people noticing." 

Among the four branches of the 
service, the Army's training program 
that teaches soldiers the dos and 
don'ts of the Pentagon policy is by 
far the most extensive. It comes with 
28 slides for an overhead projector, a 
script to be read by the person con- 
ducting the presentation, and a quiz 
for use at the end of the course. But 
while the training is detailed, it re- 
views only prosecutable offenses 
under "don't ask, don't tell" and 
makes little mention of a service 
member's rights once an investiga- 
tion is started. Nor does it provide 
information about where a gay sol- 
dier can go for assistance if he or she 
is experiencing harassment that is 
supported by the chain of command. 

Mamie went through the training 
and was more impressed by the reac- 
tion of her coworkers than by any 
new rights she may have inherited 
under the new military policy. I was 
surprised by how the guys acted," she 
says. "Three, four, or ten years ago, 
everyone would have laughed or 
jeered, but they just sat and listened." 

Mamie insists, however, that she's 
not going to let her guard down 
just because the boys seem to be 
behaving themselves. "They can talk 
about 'don't ask, don't tell' all they 
want, but if they want you out, 
they'll find a way." • 
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People with AIDS need more than 
compassion. They need financial empowerment. 
American Life Resources has been meeting 
that need for more than five years. 

Our purchase of your life insurance 
policy gives you money now to improve 
the quality of your care and the quality 
of your life. 

American Life Resources is a division 



You decide your priorities, we provide 
the resources. It's that simple. It's that 
empowering. Call us to see if we can be of 
service to you. 
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Saaatoriums or prison camps? Castro's plan 
for people with HIV is as self-contradictory 
as his government's stance on gay issues 



By Chris Bull and Jorge Morales 

When foreign reporters 
visit the sanatorium 
of Los Cocos outside 
Havana— one of 14 facil- 
ities where virtually all 
HIV-positive Cubans 
live under the Castro regime's eight- 
year-old quarantine program— they 
are usually introduced to Victor Per- 
alta. A 33-year-old gay man who has 
lived in the sprawling, 28-acre facili- 
ty since 1990, Peralta occupies a 
comfortable two-story apartment 
with shaded terraces and a weight 
room in the privileged, resortlike 
Maraiion section of Los Cocos. The 
apartment even overlooks a swim- 
ming pool, though the pool is ear^ 
^ rcntl y empty because of a chlorine 
shortage. 



"F I had enough dollars, I would 
prefer to live on the outside," says 
Peralta, who serves as an officer in 
the AIDS education group Preven- 
cion SIDA. "But on the inside I have 
my medicine and my diet We have 
running water. It's a question of sur- 
vival. I have all the comforts I 
couldn't have on the outside. There 
are no power outages. There are no 
gas shortages. Maybe I have more 
comforts than others who live in the 
other two sections of Los Cocos, but 
everyone has some degree of com- 
fort. The sanatoriums are not a jail. 
It's a place where people learn how 
to live widi AIDS." 

It's a different story for Carlos 
Otero, a 17-year-old gay man who 
has lived since 1991 in the Arcoiris 
section of Los Cocos, where social 
outcasts like prostitutes, drug 



addicts, and "freakies"— the Cuban 
term for punks— are kept in prison- 
like cells. Indeed, for Otero the 
sanatorium is indistinguishable from 
a prison. "They took me out of 
school, and they stuck me in this 
disgusting place," he says, angrily 
pointing to the cramped, dingy 
apartments where iron bars cover 
tiny windows. "They went to my 
house and told my mother that they 
had to put me here, and they made 
it sound like a rest home, but every- 
thing they said was a lie." 

Otero describes a hellish existence 
in which padents slash their wrists to 
avoid brutal beatings by antigay 
guards. After witnessing such an 
incident on a recent visit, Otero's 
mother was hospitalized with a ner- 
vous breakdown. "Physically they 
take care of you here, but psycholog- 
ically it finishes you off," he says. "I 
would prefer to die on the streets 
than in this prison. When I came 
here they lied to me and said I could 
continue my studies to become a 
doctor, but they put me on the worst 
hall-with the junkies and husders. 
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Now I will never have a career." 

Residence in the sanatorium is 
officially voluntary, yet Otero says 
Los Cocos officials have refiised to 
let him leave. 'The system does not 
work for everyone," he says. "You 
have to send a letter to die city gov- 
ernment, the province, die ministry." 

But Dr. Jorge Perez, the director of 
Los Cocos, denies Otero's charges. 
"Carlos has not applied for anjthing." 
he says. "He is a young man, and he 
should be out on die streets; I have 
agreed diat he should be let go." 

Perez insists that the sanatoriums 
are indeed voluntary. 'The public 
policy is for all HTY-positives to go 
in," he says. "But nobody is holding a 
gun to their chests, and nobody has 
been sent to prison over diis. When 
we announced die voluntarj' system, 
we thought people would want to 
leave, but diat has not been die case." 

In fact, the severe shortage of 
food and medicine outside the sana- 
torium leaves most patients with lit- 
de choice but to stay inside, hi addi- 
tion, the sanatoriums provide 
air-conditioning and television— lux- 
uries that are rarely available to the 
rest of the populauon. 

Yet such amenides are purchased 
at a price. Residents' movements are 
restricted: While some may be 
granted passes to leave the sanatori- 
um unescorted, they must first be 
deemed "trustAvorthy" by a panel of 
sanatorium doctors and social work- 
ers. And in what purports to be a 
classless society, the government 
houses sanatorium residents differ- 
endy according to their social status 
and "reliability." K j 

Perez insists^that everyone is 



treated equally at the sanatoriums. 
"The conditions here are similar for 
everybody," he says. Gay couples 
are allowed to live together openly 
and freely. But when questioned 
about the Arcoiris, Perez admits, 
"Well, maybe some are a little more 
luxurious than others— the Arcoiris 
rooms are a little small." As for the 
allegauons of beatings, Perez says, 
"There is no discrimination in the 
sanatorium. It is strictly forbidden. 
Here we treat everybody with love 
and respect." 

Discrimination— whether against 
people with HIV or against the 
country's gays and lesbians— has 
become a sensitive public-relations 
issue for Cuba, which is trying to 
boost the countiy's failing economy 
by attracting international tourism. 
The policy of forcible quarantine for 
all people with HIV. for instance, 
was abandoned only in Janu- 
ary 1994, when the sanatori- 
ums were officially made vol- 
untary; the change came 
almost certainly in response to 
criticism from abroad. 

Similarly, iii December 1994 
the government recognized 
die first seminar on homosexu- 
ality ever conducted in the 
country, sponsored by the 
Center for Cuban Studies, a 
New York City advocacy 
group. The state tourism 
bureau u^eated seminai- pardci- 
pants to a walking tour of his- 
toric Old Havana, including the for- 
mer home of openly gay Cuban poet 
Jose Lezama Lima, now a shiny new 
museum honoring Lima's life and 
work. (Denied publicadon, hai'assed. 
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and jailed during his lifedme, Leza- 
ma Lima died in 1978.) 

Meanwhile, on the evening of 
the same day as the government- 
sponsored tour, police forces broke 
up the line into the predominantly 
gay disco at the Hotel Deauville, 
tlireatening to dirow anyone into jail 
who lacked proper identification 
papers. And while the government 
may be ready to acknowledge a dead 
gay poet, it has yet to recognize its 
own struggling gay and lesbian 
movement. Just weeks after die Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance of Cuba 
(GLAC), the country's only gay orga- 
nization, held its first two public 
meetings in July 1994, government 
security forces launched a crackdown 
so brutal that leaders of the group 
shut it down, at least temporarily. 

'The government will never per- 
mit a gay organizadon in Cuba," says 
Jorge Flores, a prominent 
member of GLAC. "A small 
minority of the group want- 
ed the project to go ahead, 
but the majority had an 
enormous fear— a fear that 
only gay Cubans can feel. I 
certainly don't want to be 
the leader, because they 
will cut my head off. You 
see, I don't mince words: 
They will cut my head off." 
Gay activists from Cuba 
were virtually shut out from 
participation in the Center 
for Cuban Studies seminar. 
"Tlie government appears to have 
two policies regarding homosexuality 
in Cuba," says Reynaldo Gonzales, 
tbe openly gay execudve director of 
Cuba's government-funded film 
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archives, "one for export and one for 
internal consumption." Yet Gonzales 
sees promising changes taking place 
in Cuban society, most notably 
among Cuba's increasingly outspo- 
ken intellectual and artistic elite. The 
acclaimed government-sponsored 
film Strawberry and Chocolate, for 
instance— about a gay man who falls 
in love with a young, straight Com- 
munist—was skillfully shepherded 
past nervous government officials by 
Alfredo Guevara, the gay executive 
director of Cuba's renowned Institute 
of Cinematographic Arts and Sci- 
ences and a longtime mentor to Pres- 
ident Fidel Castro. (The film will be 
released in the United States by 
Miramax in February.) 

"Guevara is a politician in the 
best sense of the word," says Gon- 
zales, who was also influential in the 
production of the film. "He has 
used his influence to allow filmmak- 
ers a wider freedom than ever 
before. We are at a cease-fire in the 
antigay policy now, and Guevara 
took advantage of it to get Strawber- 
ry and Chocolate done." 

A celebrated author himself, 
Gonzales has benefited from the 
more liberal cultural climate as well. 
"The '70s were a very hard time for 
intellectuals in Cuba," he says. "For 
ten years I wasn't able to publish. 
But those of us who stayed and 
fought to change things have won 
some victories." Among them is a 
degree of personal freedom for peo- 
ple like Gonzales, who lives a com- 
fortable existence with his lover of 
eight years in a spacious town house 
surrounded by a huge barbed-wire 
fence in one of Havana's most opu- 
lent neighborhoods. "I live very well 
with my friend," he says. "On the 
street Fm a citizen, but in my home 
Fm the king, and I do not accept 
invasions of my privacy." 

But while the economic crisis 
brought on by the U.S. embargo 
and the end of foreign aid from the 
Soviet Union has diverted attention 
away from gay and lesbian dissi- 
dents to more pressing concerns, it 
has also exacerbated the hard times 
faced by rank-and-file gays and les- 
bians. Flores, for instance, says 
that the severe housing shortage 
in Havana contributed to the col- 
lapse of his relationship with his 
boyfriend because the two could 



MICK HICKS/FOCUS FOR THE ADVOC'TF 




not afford an apartment to live 
together. 

Carlos Miguel Leon Artiles is 
another case in point. Leon Artiles, 
28, lives with his mother, stepfather, 
and two sisters in a crumbling town 
house in Luyano, a poor section of 
Havana. Proudly displaying photos 
of his smiling, bikini-clad gay broth- 
er on Miami Beach, Leon Artiles 
says he dreams of following his 
brother, who left Cuba in the Mariel 
boat lift of 1980, and Uving in the 
United States someday. 

Leon Artiles says he has littie hope 
of leading a happy gay life in Cuba. 
"It is very hard to get involved with 
someone here because there is no 
privacy," he says. "People live with 
their families, and it is very hard to 
find your own apartment My friends 
would rather hang out at the beach 
to meet tourists and have sex in 
exchange for dollars." 

Yet life is easier for Leon Artiles, 
who blends easily into mainstream 
Cuban society, than for more flam- 
boyant gays and lesbians. Many 
describe being terrorized by the 
Committee for the Defense of the 
Revolution (CDR), local groups that 
monitor the behavior of residents 
and report back to government offi- 
cials. One well-known openly gay 
dancer, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, attests that he was 
threatened four times with arrest by 



CDR officials for allegedly violating 
an amorphous Cuban statute known 
as the "Law of Dangerousness," 
which allows authorities to jail any- 
one suspected of engaging in anti- 
social behavior. The law is a remnant 
of a policy adopted by the first 
national congress on education and 
culture in 1969, which declared 
homosexuality a "deviation" that 
must be prevented fh)m spreading. 

Gonzales contends that the hatred 
of effeminate males in Cuba is the 
product of a culture dominated by 
machismo. "This is a revolution that 
came to power through violent 
means," he says. "The people now in 
power are heroes of the war. It's a 
government of machismo, which has 
led to the institutionalization of prej- 
udice against homosexuals." 

In fact, shordy after the 1959 rev- 
olution, the fledgling government 
instituted a policy attempting to 
reform homosexuals throu^ forced 
labor. Tens of thousands of gay men 
along with Jehovah's Witnesses and 
others deemed undesirable were 
sent to camps known as Military 
Units to Enhance Production. "They 
were literally concentration camps," 
says Jesus Balsinde Lago, a 54-year- 
old dance instructor who spent 
eight months in a camp located in 
Camagiiey. "All the dreams I had 
were shattered in one instant. I 
could no longer get a job because 
people knew the camps had nothing 
in them but the scum of the earth." 
The camps were not dismantled 
until the early '70s. 

Despite this recent history some 
see room for optimism today. 
"Those who are advocating more 
freedom are winning the battle in 
Cuba," says Saul Landau, a senior 
fellow at the Institute for Policy 
Studies in Washington, D.C., and 
the author of the documentary The 
Uncompromising Revolution. "At this 
point the government can't afford to 
lose more friends abroad, and that 
means paying more attention to 
human rights issues." 

Gonzales agrees. "After so many 
years of brutal discrimination, the 
government is reaching a more logi- 
cal position," he says. "With pressure 
from intellectuals in Cuba and the 
international community, things are 
changing for the better. But we still 
have a long way to go." • 
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Her life as a 

woman 

The Advocate's Person of the 
Ifear. Roseanne. on 1994's fits, 
fjghis, and controversies 



Peter Gahrin 



Gays and lesbians have been waiting a long time for 
someone like Roseanne to come along. Blasting stereo- 
types, flouting convention, transcending ignorance, the 
star's landmark sitcom, Roseanne, is that rare network 
television program that dares to treat homosexuality as 
nonchalantiy and inconsequentially as heterosexuality. 
Each week millions of viewers watch as gay characters 
such as Sandra Bemhard's Nancy and Martin Mull's Leon show— through 
their interaction with the Conner family— that they are prone to the same 
desires, mistakes, hof>es, and dreams as their heterosexual counterparts. 

Credit for Roseamies favorable— but far from saindy— portrayal of gaj^ 
and lesbians goes almost entirely to its star. Fighting tooth and nail with 
writers, producers, executives, and advertisers, Roseanne has persistendy 
championed the realistic depiction of gays and lesbians on television like 
no one before her. She is a rare person who, perfiaps because of her 
own differences with the mainstream, identifies with the struggles of 
gays and lesbians compktely. 

Although her vision of a "poUtic of humanity," as she calls it, has 
sometimes been clouded by the ever-present— and occasionally self-cre- 
ated—media sensationalism surrounding her personal life, her commit- 
ment to exposing hypocrisy and fostering tolerance has never wavered. 
Tom Shales, television critic for The Washington Post, says Roseanne has 
"contributed to a general understanding of homosexuality" by address- 
ing gay issues on her show. "Roseanne has continually shown her heart 
to be in the right place, even though she sometimes lets her mouth run 
away with her." 

Carole Lieberman, a media psychiatrist and script consultant, adds 
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dutt vfhat is unique about Rosearme's 
portrayal of homosexuality is that 
"the gay characters appear as part of 
the normal tapestry of life. In most 
other television shows, gay people 
are treated self-consciously at best 
and as freaks at worst" 

What follows is an interview with 
Roseanne conducted while the star 
was in New York in early December 
preparing to host Saturday Night 
Live. Wearing a beret, a leather 
tunic, a DKNY turtleneck, and 
jeans, the smaller-than-expected 
actress was cordial but waiy as she 
sat in her Plaza hotel suite dis- 
cussing the many ways in which her 
work has been misunderstood. 
Moying via limousine to the hair 
salon at Henri Bendel, the candid 
star became considerably more at 
ease, smoking cigarettes, cracking 
jokes, and, ultimately, having her 
roots retouched. 

You put a gay character on your 
show— Sandn Bsnthanl's Nancy 

who is not virtuous just because 
she's a lesbian. You're not worried 
about rate models? 

That's such a bogus concept. People 
use role models to not get off their 
asses, you have to find somebody 
to copy, you have a serious prob- 
lem. 1 like that the gay charaaers on 
my show are obnoxious. It's not 
because they're gay. They're just 
obnoxious! 

IVIartin iVIuii's character as weii. 

Yeah, Mull's character, Leon, is pat- 
terned after many gay bosses I had 
when I was a waitress. They weren't 
good role models finr aiqrone. rve 
never met a human being who is. 

rfecemiy on rfosoame, marK, your 

character's son-in-law, called 
David an art fenune because he 
can sew and Is Intoivstod bi IMngs 

that are not your basic guy things. 

Men who are anything like women 
are devalued in mis society. Hiere's 

a pecking order in male culture, and 
at the very bottom, if they're includ- 
ed aD, are wranen. 

Even the gay culture is fixated on 
a stralglit male version of hyper- 
masculinity — big pecs, big dick, 
butch, butch, butch. 

That's \Asj I thought it was a very 



strong political statement Kurt 

Cobain made, wearing a dress and 
being open about his sexuality. But 
you see where it got him. Some- 
times you think the only choice, if 
you're going to make a statement, is 
to blow your head dSL 

And just wtien we thought some 
progress was being made in gqr 
and human rights. Now all thete 
Republicans are back. 
But what you will see is people in 
the arts bec(»ming more rebellious. 
It win be a time of great growth. I 

It was a vety stroi^ 
poHicalsbteineiitK^ 
Cobah made, wearily 
a dress and beir^ open 
about his sexuaHy. But 

jou see where it 0it 

hnLSemetinesyou 
think the only choice, if 

you're goiig to make 
a statement, is to bhwr 
your bead off. 



look forward to having some great 
rock-and-roll music, art, dance, the- 
ater. When there are all Democrats 
in there, the opposite happens: 
Noboflty does anyAing. 

Abo, yberaHsm can be Ms own 

kind of fescism. 

I despise liberals. They're so fuck- 
ing tolerant, and I hate dieir toler- 

ance. Because you know what it 
means: "Well, it's not OK, but I'll 
act like it is." Conservative diinkers 

feel more responsibility to show the 
other side, even though they 
despise it. Liberals rant and rave, 
but at the very base they're sa)ang 
the exact same thing; you keep the 
system intact and make no ch^^es. 
It's the same bullshit; it's just trot- 
ted out in a longer-haired, hipper 
paduge. 



I would think socalled iiberato 
would really value your show. 

They censor me every day. Like 
Jann Wenner of Rolling Stone, who 
said that I will never be in his mag- 
azine; he doesn't like me. Liberals 
cannot handle that a woman can do 
what I did and continue to do. If I 
were a man— my God!— I could have 
killed my ex-husband and his wait- 
er friend in the front yard and got- 
ten away with it just like O.J. 
Simpson wiD. 

Your show never preaches. In the 

episode you did about abortion, 
your character is procliolce. But 
wnen n came oown 10 acniaay 

making that choice, she said shs 
coukln't have an abortkm. 

I had to do that episode because i^s 

a woman's show, and you can't do a 
woman's show without talking 
about abortion. First I diought, Ruk 
it— Rosearme's gonna have an abortion. 
I called NOW and all the women's 
groups and said, *T want your Sup- 
port. When the sponsors puU out, I 
want to call for a nationwide boycott 
of the sponsors who pull out, be- 
cause this is a constitutional right" I 
had all this set up, and then I 
tfaou^t, Man, you 're preaching, wtU 
not go down like that It's about pro- 
choice. So let's turn it around arid do 
this o^er thing. | 

You showed that it's not an easy 
choice no matter what you chooM. 

Yes. I was tired of people hajving 
this attitude diat women go out and 

have irresponsible sex and then just 
decide to have an abortion before 
hmcfa. hi actuality i^s a gut-wrench- 
ing, apocalyptic decision, and that's 
never talked about Yeab, we get a 
choice, but it's the shittiest, most 
horrible choice anybody can ever 
have to make. It's something that 
happened to me— I didn't want fo do 
it, and eveiybody around me grant- 
ed me to. 

How do feminists feel about you? 

The worst attacks Fve gotten have 
been from feminists. I just talked to 
a group of feminists, and I said, "I 
hate your word I prefer killer bitchT 
\£i womra's self-hatred that doesn't 
allow us to be fighters or artists. It's 
the same way for black people and 
g^^people. i 
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Do feminists watch your show? 

I think they watch it and sa\ . "C^od, 
they're fat!" These people don't 
know that my show is about them as 
much as it is about the Conner fami- 
ly—it's about our whole society. I 
don*t like people who have blocked 
out all the light and want to block it 
out for everyone else. Leonard 
Cohen says that there's a crack in 
everything-thafs how Ac li^t gets 
in. I love that 

What sort of criticism do you get 
for dealing with homosexuaiity so 
often on vouf show? 

They say Fm "flaunting an openlv 
homosexual lifestyle," as if there 
fuddng is one. That really gets me. I 
know they think that means some 
guy in a dress running up and down 
the aisles at Rexall screaming, 
"Flaunting an openly homosexual 
lifestyle!" Aren't we just talking 
about people loving earn other? It^s 
so iudung b^ond boring. 

What do you think tfwy mean by 
gay "lifestyle"? 

TTiey mean being a big drag queen. 
It doesn't mean having a loving rela- 
donship and going to work and pay- 
ing taxes and getting your car foced. 
No normal stuff 



ten in so much trouble for saying it 
It doesn't mean an openly gay guy 
to me. To ine. if a guv is gay passing 
for straight and liion says, ''We don't 
do any shows about gay issues," 
that's when I use that word. I have 
women writers on the show who are 
lesbians, and they call all of the 
straight guys that It's like a straight 
man's worst nightmare to be called 

that! I wouldn't say it to a gay guy. It 
refers to a kind of closety type of 
guy who has some power to make 
some difference and doesn't. That 
pisses me off, so it comes into my 
head then. But I don't say it any- 
more. T promised I wouldn't It's too 
powerful a word. 



They say I'm 'Haunting 
an openly homosexual 

lifestyle/' as if there 
fucking is one. That really 

gets me. I know they 

think that means some 
guy in a dress running up 

and down the aisles at 



Pwl of the iwMon some people 

can see gay people only as a 
bunch of drag queens is that there 
are a lot of setf-4iating homosexu- 
als who remain in the closet and 
don't let people know that they 
havegraot Joiibo, make a lot of 
money, and have 20yeai<4onig 
lelatkMishlps. 

Well, everyone is homophobic Even 
if you're gay and you're out; you still 
have homophobia. I don't know if 

evenonc can reallv even all the way, 
get r id of it Just like Lenny Bruce 
/\ saidi "We're all the same asshole." 
* Until you admit diat you're a pan of 
the same asshole, you can't even get 
to^ep 1. 1 mean, I have fuckmg 
holfibphobia, I have racism, I have 
anti-Semitism, and I have women- 
hadng stuff inside me. Not CHnly was 
I taught that, but my genes were 
also taught that for 2 million years. 



Rexall screamii^ 
''FlaunUqg an openly 
homosexual ffes^r 

it's been rumored that DJ., your 
son on the show, is gobigto be 
gay. Is that true? 

Everyone has said that about Sara 
Gilbert's character, Darlene, too. 
Well, we just don't know, do we? 
You never know if anyone's gay 
until he or she tells yoa 

How wouM you feel if any of your 

kids told you they were gay? 

I talked to my real-life kids, and 1 
said, "If you tell me you're gay, I 

plan to be really, really bored. If 
you tell me you're going to be a 
Republican, I shall be shocked." I 
would hojie that thev would be safe 
and be ui a good reladonship and 
be happy. 



How do you get away with deal- 
big with homosexuality, racism, 
and abortion when the rest of 
television is so felse and so 
homogenous? 

I think the only reason I can do it is 
that the people in charge don't get 
it— because if they did, they 
wouldn't let me do it They sit there 
on their asses and say, "We can't do 
that because the people in Nebras- 
ka will never get it" Well, the peo- 
ple in Nebraska get it way more 
than they do. But ultimately, the 
people behind the camera couldn't 
give a shit ^tiiat^s on there as loi^ 
as it makes money. 

When you deal with gay tttemes on 

the show, do you have problems 
with the people in charge at ABC 
or with the advertisers? 

Yeah, especially in the beginning. 
It's been three or four years now 
since Mardn Mull's character came 
out on the show, and they were in 
an uproar. This can't be done It's 
antiramity, anti-American, anti-God." 

Is thb executtves at ABC that 

were saying this? 

Oh, eveiybody. Censors. Especially 
advertisers. 

Who gets to be a censor? 

The biggest notls in hi^ school 

Is there anything that can get you 
to stop doing something you ¥nNit 

to do, gay or otherwise? 

No, but m say to myself. Is this worth 
the big fight? Like the "lesbian kiss 
show"— I even call it that now. It was 
not about a lesbian kiss. It was about 
my character questioning her own 
sexuality and homophobia. They 
went totally apeshit on that Tliey 
threatened to pull it. Tliat one went 
past the president of the network to 
a big New York Capital Cities 
law}'er, who said they were going to 
pull it because all of the sponsors 
were pulling out 

How did you win out? 

I called the president and said, "I 

just have to tell you as a business- 
woman that you have made this 
such a huge event, the show will 
probably get the hugest advertising 
fee in reruns and the biggest view- 
ersh^ of any show you're gonna do 



How does your homophobia mani- 
fest itself? 

Fve used die word "laggot" and got- 
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on Tuesday night this whole year. 
You'd be a fool not to capitalize on 
it at this point." He relented. How 
scary do you want me to get about 
network television? 

As scary as you want to be. 

As soon as the network figures out 
there's money in it, they don't give a 
shit. It's not like anybody really has 
any integrity. This is gonna get me 
in a lot of trouble for saNing this: A 
woman must know how to talk to a 
trick. That's what it's all about. 

Let's talk about body image: 
You've had a nose job, a face-lift, a 
tummy tucl<, and breast-reduction 
surgery. Is that like gay men who 
go to the gym obsessively, pump- 
ing up their bodies to overcome 
their own self-loathing? You can't 
cut away your self-loathing. 
No, you can't, but I think that what 
I did with the surgery really did 
help me. My stomach hung over my 
genitals, and, of course, diat embar- 
rassed me when I took my clothes 
off with somebody. The thing that 
was bad about it was that even 
though I did it for me, I also did it 
because I was living with somebody 
who constantly humiliated me 
about my body. 

Tom Arnold? 

Yeah. And I thought that if I fbced 
these "defects" that he would like 
me more or that he would be happi- 
er. It was humiliating. Ultimately, it 
was terrible to be living with some- 
one who was nicer to me after I got 
it done. It was horrible to know that 
the person you love— and who you 
think loves you— loathes you and 
your body. But going and doing 
that plastic surgerj' helped me real- 
ize more about the relationships I 
was choosing to be in; it raised my 
consciousness. So I got rid of him 
and ended up widi a flat stomach. It 
all works together in the end. 

I guess the politically correct party 
line would b^^Why can't you be 
happy with the way you are?" 

Because I couldn't. 

They'd also say, "Shouldn't you be 
working on the internal aspects of 
your self-esteem?" 

I was doing diat. My major Acliilles' 



heel was my weight and my body. 
Being fat is worse than being gay, as 
far as being a target. People who 
would not tell a gay joke, a racist 
joke, or an antiwoman joke would 
all tell fat jokes. The subtext of the 
fat jokes is that fat people are stupid, 
lazy, and nonsexual. 

What if people say to you, "Why 
didn't you Just go on a diet Instead 
of getting a tummy tuck?" 

I did go on a diet. 1 lost 70 pounds, 
which was then exaggerated by 
loose skin. You know, 42-year-old 
skin doesn't spring back as much. 
So why not cut it off? 

As soon as the network 

figures out there's 
money in it, they don't 
give a shit. It's not like 

anybody has any 
integrity. This is gonna 
get me in a lot of trouble 
for saying this: A woman 
must know how to talk 
to a trick. That's what 
it's all about 



Let's talk about your sister 
Geraldine, who just published a 
book about you titled My Sister 
Roseanne. I didn't realize she was 
a lesbian. 

Yeah, and my brother is gay. 

Did they know they were gay when 
they were young? 

They told me that they knew very 
early, before they were 10. I saw 
how hard it was for them. It was 
horrifying for both of them. We 
knew with my brother because 
every Halloween he wanted to be a 
girl. He had his nose broken nine 
times by the time he was 10 years 
old, walking home from school and 
being called a faggot or a Jew fag- 
got. And he couldn't come home 



and say he was beaten because he 
was gay; he said it was because he 
was a Jew. And ray dad would call 
him a sissy. So many kids like that 
commit suicide in their teens. If peo- 
ple knew how bad their homopho- 
bia hurts kids, diey'd get over it. 

Did you read Geraldine's book? 

No. I read excerpts in die Enquirer. 
It's disgusting. She has trouble 
telling the tnith. She did not, as she 
has claimed, write my material pro- 
duce my act, or manage me. She's 
totally full of shit. My sister Geral- 
dine is totally unemployable. She is 
not right in the head, and neither is 
my brother or my other sister. And 
neither are my parents. I was the 
one that stepped onstage. Nobody 
did diat for me. And I really hate my 
sister and my whole family for what 
they tried to say about my daughter 
Jessica. 

What did they say? 

My father molested Jessica, and they 
say that I put that in her head and 
convinced her that she was molest- 
ed. Well, she told a counselor before 
she told me, and the police were 
called before she called me. That 
girl is almost 20 years old. You don't 
convince someone who is 20 that 
that happened to them. My family is 
in a group that says that therapists 
talk you into having false memories. 
This shit about false memor)' does 
not apply to me. I had all my memo- 
ries before I started therapy. 

Do you know If your sisters were 
abused? 

Absolutely. And my brother too. 
And so were my parents. And their 
parents too. And I don't know how 
fucking far back it goes, but I do 
know that it ends here^tvith me and 
my kids. 

What caused the final rift between 
you and Geraldine? 

Incest. She d like to say it was Tom 
Arnold. It was about my daughter. 
The whole family crumbled around 
diat issue. The last time I spoke to 
my sister, I said, "Daddy molested 
Jessica." She said, "Why are you 
telling me this? There's a difference 
between molesting and simple 
assault." I said, "I can't believe you 
are even saying this." 
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What was she talking about, "sim- 
pto atsautt*^ 

I don't know— just some denial gib- 
berish bullshit And when 1 told my 
mother, she said, "Do you believe 
her? T know he wouldn't do any- 
thing like that" I had already heard 
diat fit>m her about my sister Steph- 
anie, myself, and now my daughter. 
1 told my mother 1 would never 
speak to her again. 

Wm they ever be in your life? 

If they do something to show me 
that they want to be. I would love 
nothing more. They would have to 
validate what I feel and what my 
daughter feels. 

How do yeu feel about QerakSne 
today? 

Geraldine can't hurt me anymore, 
but she's hurting the children who 
do look up to me as somebody who 
has tafltea about beii^ abused. She's 
hurting the little kids in Utah 
[Roseanne's home state] who don't 
tell because they think. Ok, thea's 
what happens when you tell? And it if 
what happens to you: Your family all 
bands togedier in their sickness and 
calls you a liar. Every therapist Fve 
been to says they've never seen a 
famity diat didn't do that 

It sounds as if your sister is 
obsessed wKh you. 

People that Fve had in my life, imtil 
maybe the last year or so, are not 
just obsessed with me, they think 
they areme. I saw it h^pen with my 
husband Tom. "When we were mar- 
ried, he really thought he was me. 
He'd take those calls from network 
presidents and big-time producers 
and talk as if he had done the Rose- 
ame show. Now the show's better 
without him because I'm better 
without him. 

What were you thMdi^ whan 

others were acting ilite they 
were you and making your 
dacMons for you? 

When you're famous, you're isolat- 
edrand you just get input from peo- 
ple who have an agenda. So you get 
paranoid and think, fFell, this persxm 
is on nof side, and they're ^ing to pro- 
tect me. It's very painful to realize 
that the people I loved had an agen- 
da and nevor £^ love for me at aJL 



Tom or Geraldine? 

Some tvnsted semblance of love 
fiiom my sister. Not from Tom. He 
never loved me. It still is painful I 
want diat time and mon^ bacL 

When you decided that you were 
0olng to dKwvM Tom the lint 

time, you said that you had been 
abused by him physically. Then 
you got back together with him 
and went back on what you aaM 
about lieing abused. 
No, I didn't What I said was that we 
both had been abusive to each 
other. 1 was buying time. 1 had to 
say that because I wasn't leaving for 
Europe for two more weeks. I was 
afraid. He had broken into my 

I was scared shitless of 
Ibm. I heard abwt Nicole 
Simpson when I was in 
Europe, and I thought, 
That could be me. )\e's 
notaweliiian.He!stbe 
most vile human being in 
the worid, and now I'd 
better shut up. 



house, and I was scared shidess. m 

tell you what: I am lucky to be alive, 
both emotionally and physically. 
And when I went to Eur(q>e, I heard 
that he was coming over there after 
me, so I hired eight armed guards to 
sit on top of my cfaSteau plus [cur- 
rent boyfriend and former body- 
guard] Ben [Thomas]. I was that 
scared. I heard about Pficole Simp- 
son when I was in Europe, and I 
thought That could be me. He's not a 
well man. He's the most vile human 
being in the worid, and now Fd bet- 
ter shut up. 

But the way your relationship was 
coming off in the press, it se em e d 
as If you two were pretty happy. 
It was an act I was so ashamed and 
embarrassed. Afiter he would do 



something, h e would be the nicest 
human bdngf iike all the other sto- 
ries of battered wives. I thought 
something was wrong with me. I 
diou^t if I were skmnier and nicer 
and gave him more, he would love 
me, just like all of the other women 
do. i^s like di^ find your Adiilles* 
heel and then just eat through to 
your ass. 

What about his other women? 

Every employee I had said they'd 
seen him with this woman— who 
shall remain nameless. The two of 
them were spending money hand 
over fist And I haven't gone into the 
real evil— those are just the printable 
things. Someday I will talk about 
how many punches I took in the 
face. It will make another trashy 
movie of the wedt 

Did you watch the two TV movies 
of your Hfe? 

Yeah, diey were horseshit We were 
roaring me and my kids. 

What do you want to tell the worid 
about your new boyfriend? 

Tom had fired my last driver, sAicm 

I dearly loved and who's now back 
as my driver. After he fired her, he 
got me Ben. Fve never met anyone 
like him. He is such a regular 
human being. He reminds me of 
who I am, where I came from, and 
what my values are. When he smiled 
at me when he met me, I went Jesus 
Christ, there's no guile in this smile. 
He's very nice to me. 

How kmg have you known him? 

About a year and a half. We've been 
romantic since I went to Europe- 
Mother's Day. We're getting married 
Februaiy 14. See my pretty ring? 

It's beautiful. But why am you gat- 
ting married again? 

I said my goal is to be married t^ 

or more times. Ben is so cool that I 
might have to divorce him and 
marry him several times. I'm preg- 
nant right now. My baby is due in 

August 

How do you want this marriage to 
be different? 

Oh, honey, there'll be prenuptial 
agreements up the ying-yang— firom 
henceforth. • 
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our hotels you'll find people from all walks of 
life enjoying a sense of hospitality that goes beyond the 
definition. Sure, you'U find a welcoming reception, 
relaxing accommodations and friendly service, but to 
us comfortable means more than a well-appointed guest 
room. It means you feel great about who you are and 
where you're staying. With us you'll be comfortable. . . 
and you'll feel comfortable. 

US without any reservations. 

Call for reservations in Seattle, Washington and 
Portland y Oregon. 
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We're proud to oflfer AT&T In-room Long Distance Scr\'icc for all 
your AT&T Calling Card, AT&T Universal Card and operator- 
assisted ca!U. 



Seattle: Days Inn Town Center 

800 • 899 • 0249 



Sixth Avenue Inn 

800 • 899 • 0250 



Meany Tower Hotel 

800 * 899 • 0251 



PORTLAND: 



Portland Inn • 

800 • 889 • 0248 



Riverside Inn 

800 • 899 • 0247 
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Life Partners, Inc. 



TRUST 



Viatical Assistance Corporation 



Viatical Clearing House 



Estate Trust Co., Inc. 



of 



ins- 



the selling 
your life 
urance policy to 
a company dis- 
playing this 
symbol. 

Companies displaying this 
symbol are members in good 
standing of the National Viatical 
Association. 

NVA is the national trade association 
for the viatical industry. It requires its 
members to adhere to the highest 
ethical and professional standards. The 
most clearly verifiable of these 
requirements is the use of an 



independent escrow 
or trust agent. All 
member companies 
are required to 
conduct their 
transactions through 
such an agent to 
provide an extra 
measure of protection 

for all parties involved. This structure 
insures that the money promised will be 
in place before the ownership of your 
policy is ever changed. 

The complete Code of Ethics and 
Standard Business Practices are 

available upon request from the NVA 
national office. For more information, 
call the NVA at 

(800) 741-9465 
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Benefit Advocates 



Southwest Viatical, Inc. 



Life Benefactors, Inc. 



Ability Life Trust 
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have a confession to make: My 
first adolescent crush wasn't 
on the boy next door. The 
year was 1966. I was flipping 
through my sister's Vogue, 
and there I laid my eyes on 
Terence Stamp. Tousled dark 
hair, high cheekbones; sullen, j>out- 
ing mouth; lai^e cobalt blue eyes. I 
remember he was wearing tight 
jeans and an Edwardian military 
jacket, and he was leaning on 
one sexy hip. Fve been haunted by 
the image ever since. 

Stamp was the leading male sex symbol of the swing- 
ing mod London of the '60s. An overnight star and 
Oscar nominee for Billt/ Budd, he solidified his stardom 
with roles in Term of Trial, The Collector, Far From the 
Madding Crowd and Modesty Blaise. He was equally 
known for his romances with the great beauues of the 
time, notably with his female equivalent— Julie Christie— 
and with arguably the world's first supermodel, the "face 
of the '608," Jean Shrimpton. At the height of his early 
success, he left for Italy to work with Federico Fellini in 
a short film called Toby Dammit and even more contro- 
versially with Pier Paolo Pasolini in Teorema. 

When the '60s ended, Stamp's career lost momentum, 
and he virtually disappeared for the next nine years. 
However, these were not lost years for him. A man of 
many interests, he traveled around the world, studying 
various cultures and Eastern religions. 

When he returned to the screen in the late '70s, it was 
as a mature character actor, usually in villainous roles 



mom The Adventures 
ofPrisdlla, Queen of 
the Desert iormmi 
stardom 



such as in the first two Superman 
films and Legal Eagles. A rare sym- 
pathetic role during this period 
was in the cult film The Hit 

"Because of Terence's looks, 
they tried to turn him into this 
Enrol Flynn type of actor, but he is 
much too thoughtful and reflec- 
tive a man for that," says Stephen 
Frears, director of The Hit as well 
as My Beautiful Laundrette and 
Dangerous Liaisons. "Of course 
there is no denying his good 
looks. In London you see him at 
bus stops looking so breathtaking- 
ly gorgeous and stylish." 
This past year Stamp made a remarkable comeback in 
an unlikely role. He starred as Bemadette, an aging, sar- 
donic transsexual in the low-budget box-office smash 
The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert There has 
been talk of an Oscar nomination for Stamp, and he has 
achieved a new level of stature— ironically by dressing in 
outrageous drag and lip-synching to ABBA. 

It was a chiUy, overcast morning when I interviewed my 
early idol at his house in Amagansett, N.Y., a remote com- 
munity on the eastern edge of Long Island. His house is 
built fixjm an old windmill where, legend has it, Marilyn 
Monroe and Arthur Miller honeymooned. When I got 
there I looked around for a door, and suddenly I was 
face-to-face with the 55-year-old actor— tall, slender, with a 
shock of silky white hair and mesmerizing blue eyes. He 
was a Bronte hero come to life. In my breathlessness I 
was tempted to utter, "Hello, Fm the new governess." 

He led me inside the windmill. It looked familiar. I 
seemed to recall photos of Marilyn perched on a kitchen 
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counter. Stamp offered 
me some Japanese 
green tea and revealed 
an easy laugh and a per- 
sonality part elegant 
British actor and part 
Cockney adventurer. 



Stamp collection 

From lefbOByBudd, Far 
From the Madding Crowd 
(with Julie Christiel, 
Teorema, and The 
Adventures of PrisdBa 



the '20s. That sort of 
old-age role is not what 
I want to get into at 
this time. 



You were an odd choice for the role 
of an £^ng transsexual showgirl. 

The William Morris Agency, which 
put the movie together, was think- 
ing more along the lines of Ann- 
Margret. But Stephan Elliott, the 
director, wanted to cast the least ob- 
vious choice. I suppose I was it The 
major obstacle was my getting over 
my lifelong fear of making a fool of 
myself and accepting the role. It was 
good timing because my career 
needed a change. 

Has the film generated more inter- 
est in you as an actor? 

Prior to Prisdlla, I was one of those 
stock English villains they asked for 
when the part was badly written. 
Just this past month really mterest- 
ing things have started coming in. 

Bemadette was a transsexual, not 
a gay part. Would you consider a 
gay role right now? 

When I've been offered gay parts, 
that's not a consideration. Is it a 
good part? Is it an interesting direc- 
tor? Strangely enough, Fve been ap- 
proached about playing a character 
named Barbette. My reason for pass- 
ing on it wasn't the faa that he was 
a famous drag performer in Paris in 



As a drag performer 
myself, I find that oc- 
casionally interviewers ask very 
rude questions. 

Actually, with a couple of excep- 
tions, the press have been really 
wonderful. I did a junket in Los An- 
geles, and there were two guys, and 
one was a failed drag queen. I don't 
know if he was drunk or just natu- 
rally rude, but he said to me, "Are 
you a homosexual?" and I was quite 
taken aback by the tone of his voice. 
I said no, and he said, "Did you find 
tucking uncomfortable? Especially 
since you're renowned for having 
such a large member." I sort of 
paused, and in my mind I was think- 
ing, fVelL, it's not true that Im 14 inch- 
es, uncut I simply said, "Indeed." 

Almost every good-looking actor is 
eventually rumored to be gay. 
When you were starting out and 
became this great mod sex sym- 
bol, was that a problem for you? 
It's something that Fve had to cope 
with all my life. Very early on I had 
an agent, a wonderful gay Scottish 
guy. I remember I went to a pre- 
miere of a show. The World of Suzie 
fVong. I used to dress very flamboy- 
andy. I had on this big floppy bow 
tie. My agent said, "Look, you've 
gotta decide which side of the fence 
you're gonna play." 



Did you worry about your 
repirtatkm? 

I didn't feel anything about it. I 
began to realize that there w ert> lots 
of women who claimed they'd s[KMit 
the night with me, and there were 
equally as many guys. They would 
invent it. I was such a student of cin- 
ema myself, I understood those 
kinds of fantasies. I thought it was 
just a part of it 

Obviously you weren't afraid of it, 
because you chose to appear in 
films such as Teorema by the 
gay director Pasolini. That was 
very brave of you, considering 
the gay content and nudity in- 
volved. 

I had always identified with a cer- 
tain kind of androgynous (jiiality. 
My idols were Gary Coo[)t'r and 
Leslie Howard, and they did have a 
wonderful kind of androgynv, which 
I empathized with. I didn't think 
Teorema would be so shoc king. 

Did you know when you started 
the movie that you were going to 
do full frontal nudity? 

No. Pasolini said to me, "This is a 
story of a petty bourgeois man and 
his family. A guest arrives Irorn En- 
gland and seduces (>vcrybf)dy and 
leaves. This is your part" 

Was there an erotk: feeling on 
the set? 

Not really. Pasolini was a man who 
struck me as being very derompait- 
mentalized. He apparently had a 
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very considerable member himself. 
Fve heard that he'd go to diese very 
rough districts and say, "I bet that 
my dick's bigger than yours," and 
that was the way he got guys to 
show off to him. And what he liked 
was absolutely straight, rough guys. 
It was very dangerous, but it was 
completely separate from the poet, 
the filmmaker, the Communist, the 
Catholic the loving son. 

Were you — in the movie — ^the uitl- 
mate in what he wanted sexually? 

Tm not sure; he never spoke to me. 
I had a translator, but he didn't 
want to use a translator. If he had 
any direction for me, he would send 
Laura Betti, who played the maid, 
and she'd come up just before the 
take and say, "Hey, Paolo wants you 
to get an erection in this take." 

Do you think he was afraid of you? 

No, no. He was just a guy who was 
very closed down emotionally. He 
wasn't a typical Italian. 

It is interesting that both of the 
gay directors you worked with, Pa- 
solini and John Schlesinger [in Far 
From the Madding Crowd] made 
you take your clothes off. 
Yeah, but 1 also played Rimbaud in 
a film in Italy called A Season in HelL 
It's only been seen in Italy and 
France. There was a wonderful nude 
scene where I was completely naked 
except for a big tall hat. 

Where can I find that video? 



I suppose it's the most graphic ho- 
mosexual part I've played. 

And it didn't intimidate you? 

No. One of die reasons diat diere's 
been so much gossip about me in 
the gay communit}' is that I have al- 
ways had great male friends. When 
I started writing my memoirs, I saw 
that so many of die people featured 
were guys. 

in one of your books, you mention an 
eariy sexual experience with a man. 

I was molested when I was 12 or 
13, and that was kind of worrying 
at the dme. 

Worrying in that you might be gay? 

I felt kind of defenseless. I was a 
kid. I wouldn't have known how to 
defend myself if he had really per- 
sisted. He was the warden of a boys 
club, so that was obviously his trip. 
He got me into his apartment on 
some pretense. 

How old was he? 

I don't know. He was a very distin- 
guished guy . between 40 and 50. 
He had been knighted. He kind of 
groped me and fondled me and 
stuff like that, and then he let me 
leave. It wasn't until about eight 
years after that he was exposed. 

How did this make you feel about 
your sexuality? 

My feeling is that everyone goes 
through a kind of homosexual peri- 
od when beginning puberty. I had 



guys I had real crushes on, except 
they weren't sexual. I just wanted to 
be like them. Women Fve spoken to 
say it's the same with them— whether 
they become actually physical or 
not. I think that if that feeling is ne- 
gotiated without any great repres- 
sion, that makes for greater 
all-around sensuality. So Fve always 
had these great male reladonships. 

Was London in the '60s just a 
hotbed of bisexuality? 

It was the emergence of the androg- 
ynous Englishman. Prior to the '60s 
the EngUshman was too sdff to be 
referred to as pretty. There was this 
whole pool of working-class kids 
who were suddenly exposed to 
higher education. Out of that grew 
John Osborne and the angry young 
men. Then they grew their hair. It 
was the tough kid not being afraid 
to show his feminine side. It was 
kind of epitomized by the Beades. 
There was a lot of coming-out. I re- 
member going to a premiere in 
Venice and being rather taken aback 
by seeing young guys in sailor suits. 
That was the first time I was really 
aware that there was a whole kind 
of gay mainstream. 

I'm surprised you didn't work with 
Visconti, another brilliant gay di- 
rector. 

We did plan to. We once talked 
about my playing Joseph in a film 
about Joseph and his coat of many 
colors. The last time I saw him, he'd 
had a stroke, and I had to kind of 
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kneel to get onto facial level with 
him. He said, "We really must do 
something." I said, "Luchino, for 15 
years you've been telling me that." 
He said, "We'll do the next one." 
We shook on it. And then shortly 
after that he died. Many directors 
have tried to take his mande, but no 
one can. 

When you were filming PriscUla, 
did you find doing a drag role liber- 
ating as an actor and a man? 

As a classical actor, Fm so used to 
dressing up. If you've done Restora- 
tion, you've worn high-heeled shoes. 
But I was hoping in the playing of 
the role to release a kind of femi- 
nine stratum in myself 




I wondered If you used any ele- 
ments of the women in your life, 
such as Jean Shrimpton, Silvana 
Mangano, or Julie Christie. 

1 didn't really start thinking about 
basing it on specific women. These 
emotions came up that were very 
profound, big eruptions of feeling, 
hi that moment would come a kind 
of formed picture of a woman. And 
indeed, in that woman would be 
moments of Shrimpton, Silvana 
Mangano, Princess Diana, women 
that Fve loved, women that Tve ad- 
mired. But it was all very sponta- 
neous. Later I got a letter from 
Silvana's youngest daughter, and 
she wrote, "I went to see the movie. 



and 1 really enjoyed it. You remind- 
ed me faindy of Mummy." 

When I first started performing in 
drag, I did way too much. The dif- 
ference between men and women 
isn't that vast. I've learned to tone 
down my body language consider- 
ably. You seemed to get that so ef- 
fortlessly. 

I did have training with externals. 
How you hold your hand— one hand 
would be holding a bag and how 
the other hand would move. And 
the steps were a lot smaller. How 
you walked upstairs and how you 
put on makeup. But for me the im- 
portant thing was this kind of inner 
focus— so that the movement came 
out of the feeling. 

Bemadette was definitely the least 
fiamboyant of the three leads In 
the movie. Was that in the script? 

No. When I first started meeting 
transsexuals, they were all rather 
shocked that my character was on 
tour with two drag queens. They 
said, "Well, that's not true. A trans- 
sexual wouldn't be in an act with 
drag queens. A transsexual would 
be in an act with other women or 
widi other transsexuals." 

i don't l<now, darling, if a transsex- 
ual couldn't pay her rent, she'd go 
on tour with two iumbeijacks. 

Precisely. The transsexuals 1 talked 
to felt diat diey were women in the 
wrong bodies, and that was a big 
difFerence from the drag queens in 
the cabarets that I was seeing. I had 
to remind myself that if I played 
Bemadette very truthfully, the com- 
edy would come naturally. 

Was the actual act of drag harder 
than you thought — ^the nitty-gritty 
of heels and everything? 

Everything was uncomfortable. In 
the film the other two guys were 
hardly ever in drag. When they did 
paint up, it was "Oh, drag is fabu- 
lousP But you see, I was playing the 
woman. I was always in drag, and 
once it went on, it stayed on. 

I had a tiny little role In the sequel 
to The Addams Family. I had to 
stay In drag for 15 hours a day, and 
I just about died from the agony. 

That's it. Fifteen-hour nights. Fif- 



teen-hour days. Fishnets, brassiere, 
wig. Even the comfortable outfits 
were uncomfortable. 

I hear you waxed your whole tMxIy. 
Why? You didn't wear any really re- 
vealing costumes. 

In the beginning the film was a ter- 
rifying prospect for me. I thought Fd 
better do some research. The first 
transsexual I met was wonderful. 
We had this marvelous lunch, and I 
asked her, "What do you do about 
beards?' She had 12 years of elec- 
trolysis before it stopped growing. 
She also said, "Oil, and 1 have a full- 
body wax." And I thought. Of course! 
I thought the whole feeling of 
smoothness was important. I asked 
her about my hands. She said, "You 
never should have your hands 
straight. Keep diem bent." Then she 
looked at my big hands and said, 
"Well, just keep them out of sight." 

I read In one of your Interviews 
that you discovered there was 
something erotic about drag. 

It's difficult to explain. It's just 
something to do with the personal 
indmacy of the other sex. I haven't 
been in a personally erode situadon 
with cross-dressing, but I can see 
how it could be erode. I can imag- 
ine, for example, that it could be 
kind of erode to wear the clothes of 
a woman you were really sexually 
drawn to. Something about feeling 
how she must feel. 

PriscUla appears to be the first of a 
slew of films using drag. You have 
no doulit heard of the movie 
Steven Spielberg is producing 
called 7*0 Wong Foo, Thanks for 
Everything, Julie Newmar? 
Priscilla 2. 

You're a tough act to follow. 

Our director was toting the script 
around Hollywood for two years, 
but major studios want you to be 
politically correct. Drag queens are 
the opposite of politically correct. 

The Advocate received a lot of 
letters from women who were 
upset by the portrayal of the Rl- 
Ipino bride who's Itept loclted up 
In her house. 

All of these characters were drawn 
from real life, including the Filipino 
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bride. It's a mainstream movie about 
drag queens! Wbat do tliey want? 

Up till now in movies, there had to 
be justification for drag. In Tootsle 
or Some Like It Hot or Mrs. Doubt- 
fire, there had to be a reason why 
these straight guys were getting 
into drag. In Priscilla drag is Just a 
form of personal expression. 
The female impersonations in 
Tootsie and Mrs. Doubtfire were 
what we'd call in England "pan- 
tomime dames." Very exaggerat- 
ed and unsexy. 

Did you feel any responsibility to 
be a role model for transsexuals? 

I thought I was the first mainstream 
transsexual. I was unaware that the 
great John Lithgow had already 
done it in The World According 
to Garp. 

I met this person recently, biologi- 
cally male. She said she consid- 
ered herself a lesbian and had no 
desire to cut her dick off. She felt 
that the notion that your body has 
to conform to your inner thoughts 
is a heterosexual myth. 
I suppose it's just about how you 
feel. My character, Bernadette, felt 
she was a woman who'd been bom 
in a man's body. That was my job, 
so I focused on that. It was only 
later diat I learned that there were 
all these different kinds of situa- 
tions. I've heard about these Brazil- 
ian hookers with incredible breasts 
and faces, and diey've all got dicks. 
And they're all working in Italy be- 
cause straight Itahan guys love to 
get fucked by somebody who is 
really feminine. 

You're kidding. Gee, I think I've 
got some frequent-flier mileage. 
But I always thought Latin straight 
men would fuck a boy but only 
as long as they're on top. That 
way their machismo is not being 
compromised. 

I don't know. That's the spin I've 
heard on it 

I like your spin better. Well, this 
has been a thrill for me, meeting 
my adolescent idol. Now if I can 
Just hook up with Hayley Mills, my 
life will be complete. 
Same here. • 



By Diane Salvatore 



For a w oman who made a movie 
about why looks shouldn't be a 
factor in falling in love, Guine- 
vere Turner— cowriter and co- 
producer, widi Rose Troche, of 
Co Fis/i— is keenly concerned with 
appearances. "Yes, you can interview 
me at my apartment^ if you promise 



not to say how tiny it is," she cau- 
dons. And Topic A of the interview 
is how much Turner, who also 
played the film's lead role of Max, 
hates the photo of herself in Ineer- 
view magazine— a sultry, full-page 
showcase most newcomers would 
kill for. "It infantilized mef she says. 
"I look like a junkie or a rock star. I 
look like a starlet, not an ardstP 
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If Turner is feeling self-conscious, she 
can hardly be blamed, because die enor- 
mous success of Go Fish— the lesbian low- 
budget film that could— has thrust her 
fully into the glare of celebrity. The movie, 
snatched up at the 1994 Sundance Film 
Festival for distribution by no less than the 
Samuel Goldwyn Co., went on to receive 
glowing reviews in more than a hundred 
major magazines and newspapers. The Los 
Angeles Times called Turner and Troche 
"fresh and lively talents"; Newsweek called 
the movie "a blithe and funky stylish cele- 
bration"; Time called Turner "a charmer," 
and People, "a find"; and The New York 
Times said she played Max with "feisty en- 
ergy" and "real comic verve." 

But Turner, 26, has an almost Woody 
Allenesque ambivalence about nearly 
everything. She's both thrilled about Go 
Fish's success ("It's great— we've started a 
boom!" she says with her wide, warm 
smile) and ratded that she's lost the inno- 
cence of creating work simply to please 
herself, without having to worry about the 
expectations of a fol- 
lowing. And while she 
doesn't mind that 
being "pretty straight- 
appearing" may have 
helped the film get at- 
tention, she also chafes 
at now being called the 
"Doris Day of lesbians, 
the poster child for 
goodness and positivity.' 

"Doris Day? 1 think she's more the Au- 
drey Hepburn of lesbians," says comedian 
Lea DeLaria, currendy writing the fore- 
word to the book version of Go Fish. 
"Everywhere I go, lesbians want to do her. 
They see her as such a hot sexual item. 
That's how it was for Audrey Hepburn 
too. But Audrey had brains as well as tal- 
ent, and that's why she ran UNICEF. 
Guinevere could do that." DeLaria pauses 
for a moment, then grins. "Of course, I too 
would like to fiick her brains outf 

Swigging Samuel Adams beer and 
smoking hand-rolled cigarettes as she 
curls up in ripped jeans on the couch in 
her candlelit East Village studio. Turner 
calls to mind a cross between a lep- 
rechaun and a Mademoiselle cover model 
more than anybody's poster child. Her 
maroon hair is newly blunt-cut at chin 
length, and she alternately rwdrls or tugs at 
strands of it as she talks, which she does 
in great, rushing spurts, like a faucet being 
turned on fiill blast. 

"Go Fish was supposedly a crossover 
film," says Turner. "I don't know how 



much that's true or how much people just 
wdsh it were true. But the industry will tol- 
erate anything if it makes money." Turner 
is proud that the film achieved many of 
the personal goals she set for herself: It 
made lesbians feel good, and it made the 
industry come to terms with a sizable les- 
bian audience. Yet she's not convinced 
that lesbian films are anything more than 
the pet rocks of the '90s. 

Despite her cynicism, she's hoping 
they're here to stay because she's work- 
ing on another script. Cahoots, about two 
lesbians who host a hit cable show and 
the chaos that ensues when their lesbian 
fans pressure them to come out on the 
air. "It's drawn a lot from my experiences 
with being so public," she says. "If you're 
a lesbian and you do something that's 
not related to queemess, is it your duty 
to be out?" 

Only some of the projects Turner has in 
the works now are queer-related. After the 
publication of the Go Fish book (the script 
along with new essays by Turner and 
Troche is coming out 
in June fk)m Overlook 
Press), she may play 
a nun in a Catholic- 
school movie. The 
Trouble fVith Mary, that 
Troche may direct. But 
don't expect any other 
Troche-Turner collabo- 
rations. "Rose and I 
have a very intense relationship— intense 
hate, intense love, intense completion. For 
the sake of our self-worth as artists,^ive_ 
have to work separatelyfto^ prove to our- 
selves and to each other that it was not 
one or the other of us who tipped the 
scales into success." 

Turner's also hoping to be picked to 
write the screenplay of Leslie Feinberg's 
Stone Butch Elites, which Christine Vachon 
(executive producer of Go Fisfi) is making. 
"I was just blown away by it— it's an amaz- 
ing book," Turner says, adding that it 
made her more respiectfiil of the history of 
butch and femme. 

But whatever you do, don't call Turner 
femme. "For our generation and class, 
butch/femme has come to mean an entire- 
ly different thing— and one that pisses me 
off a lot. When Rose and I were together, 
we were constandy treated by our peers 
like 'You're the man, you're the woman; 
you hammer the naUs, you cook the din- 
ner.' Fm offended to be called femme, be- 
cause you're talking about what you look 
like, what kind of woman you go for, what 
you do in bed— meaning that you're a pas- 
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sive lover, which I would never want 
anyone to think, because Fm not!— 
and that you're looking for a butch 
to take care of you. 1 can take care of 
myselfT 

So what do all her past girlfriends, 
- includin g the current one, look like? 
"Butch as all hellf she says with a 
delighted laugh. "That's just who Fm 
attracted to. But it still doesn't mean 
those fenrnie stereotypes are true of 
me." Today, she doesn't agonize over 
her looks the way she used to, 
taking offense if someone 
whispers that she looks so 
straight, she'll be back with 
guys soon. "I've reached a 
new realm of lesbianism 
now," she says. "Whatever I 
do, however I look is OK." 

It may be precisely because 
of her femme appeal that she's 
been able to audition for roles 
in mainstream movies. And 
the idea of playing a straight 
part doesn't put her off. "I 
have no problem with that," 
Turner says. "If someone 
thinks it's furmy to put me in 
a straight role, the joke's on 
them. Lesbians play straight 
every day all over the world." 

Still, when she doesn't get a 
part, Turner admits, she won- 
ders if the directors got cold 
feet concerning her out-les- 
bian status. But she says she 
was the one who "chickened 
out" on reading for an up- 
coming Joe Eszterhas {Basic 
Instinct) movie in which she 
would play a high-class prosti- 
tute who lusts after other 
women and is decapitated by 
a plate-glass window. "I couldn't 
deal with getting the part, and I 
couldn't deal with not getting it," she 
says, still obviously torn. 

Fortunately, acting for her is most- 
ly a lark, not a serious career goal. "I 
don't really want to be an actress," 
she says. "It makes me feel like Fm 
in high school again, like maybe Fm 
too short, not thin enough, and 
maybe I should wax my mustache." 

Turner also has mixed feelings 
about a project that has nothing to 
do with her sexuality: She is consid- 
ering writing a memoir about her 
childhood. She was raised in a 
Boston-based cult that her mother, a 
stockbroker by day, had joined. "It 



was the full nightmare: drug use, 
mind control," Turner recalls. Her 
mother left the cult when Turner 
was 12 and her youngest sister was 
4, taking the faniily to upstate New 
York. "I hated my mother for mak- 
ing us leave, because that made you 
a traitor," she says. And to Turner, 
who had never met her father, the 
cult represented all she'd ever 
known of family. Leaving also made 
fitting in at public school, after a 12- 
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'"Sometimes I feK people 
wanted me to do the les- 
bian act, and ttiat makes 
mewanttosay,TomoiTOw 
rmmanifirsaman/ " 

year cultural time warp during 
which she was home-schooled, espe- 
cially tough. 

Although publishers have called 
offering advances for the story, at 
present Turner wants to write it just 
for herself "Fve already sold my sex- 
uality," she says. "1 don't know if I 



want to sell my childhood." 

Meanwhile, there's love— or there- 
abouts. Turner's girlfriend of two 
years is a 24-year-old student at 
Sarah Lawrence College, Turner's 
alma mater. "When we met, we'd 
both just gotten out of really intense 
relationships"— Turner's (with 
Troche) was only her third serious 
romance since she'd come out in col- 
lege— "in which we almost killed our- 
selves. So we set ground rules: No 
promises. No monogamy. 
And I will never, ever live 
with you." Not to worry: 
Turner's girlfriend plans to 
move to Russia after gradua- 
tion to continue her language 
studies. 

And Turner continues to 
adjust to her new celebrity 
status. 'This summer I felt I 
couldn't go anywhere without 
being acknowledged as a 
public lesbian," she says. "For 
the most part that was really 
fun, but sometimes I felt peo- 
ple wanted me to do the les- 
bian act, and that makes me 
want to say, 'Look, tomorrow 
Fm marrying a man.' I wash I 
had the urge to. . . just to rock 
the boat. I get sick of going 
out, because people are either 
too intimidated to talk to me 
or they only talk about the 
movie or they get drunk and 
come on to me. I used to be 
just a really cute girl in the 
bar. I've lost that sense of 
identity that's just me and not 
some persona." 

Turner's not sorry, though, 
that her professional debut 
was a lesbian project, although she 
says she didn't debate the repercus- 
sions at the time. "We couldn't 
imagine what Go Fish would be- 
come," she says. "I'm really glad I 
didn't know, because what we made 
was so sincere, so from the heart, so 
innocent." And while she acknowl- 
edges that the media hype of les- 
bian chic helped the movie, she's 
not sure its success signals long- 
lasting change. 

"You make litde baby steps," she 
says, holding a cigarette between fin- 
gers heavy with silver and turquoise 
rings. "But no one's going to forget 
this as the time when gays were try- 
ing to take over the world." • 
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Producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron push the limits of TV's 
tolerance with a movie about gays in the militant starring Glenn Close \^^\>^'^'^ 



^ Charies Isherwood 



As 1993 drew to a close, pro- 
ducers Craig Zadan and Neil 
Meron were laying in a par- 
ticularly large store of cham- 
pagne. Their first television 
project, a production of Gypsy star- 
ring Bette Midler, debuted to stellar 
ratings, and a chorus of acclaim had 
begun that would culminate in a 
Golden Globe for Midler and 12 
Emmy nominations for the show. 



f As 1994 ended, Zadan and Meron 
h«ve spent the holiday season 
putting the finishing touches on a 
drastically different projea for wliich 
they have equally high hopes: the 
NBC TV movie Serving in Silence: 
The Margarethe Cammermeyer Story, 
a dramatization of the life of the 
ousted lesbian Army National Guard 
officer, scheduled to air February 6. 

Both Zadan, 43, and Meron, 40, 
are gay, and their desire to personal- 
ize the injustice suffered by Cam- 



mermeyer— and by gay and lesbian 
service personnel in general— was at 
the root of their interest in bringiftg- 
her story to television. But their pas- 
sion was tempered by an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of Hol- 
lywood. They know that passion 
and injustice don't guarantee Lexus 
commercials— especially when the 
subject matter is gay rights. 

"We had been speaking to some 
TV agents about doing the movie," 
Zadan says over lunch at the com- 
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niissarv on the lot at 
Twentieth Century- 
Fox, where the pairs 
production company. 
Storyline, is based. 
"They all told us not to do it be- 
cause we d never sell it. They said 
no network would broadcast the 
show— 'Don't waste your time.' But 
there's always a way to do it; you 
just have to figure it out. " 

A conversation Mcron had with 
Cis Comian. Barbra Streisand's pro- 
ducing partner, resulted in Strei- 
sand's committing her considerable 
clout to tlie project as a coproducing 
partner. And it was Streisand's inspi- 
ration to cast Glenn Close as Cam- 
mermeyer; Close in turn wanted 
Judy Davis to play her lover. 

Close, who squeezed the filming 
of Serving in Silence in between her 
Los Angeles and New York stands 
in Sunset Boulevard in lieu of a 
much-needed rest, was drawn to the 
project by both its timely theme and 
its dramadc richness. "I've been dis- 
tressed by the growing polarizadon 
in this country, the growing sense of 
intolerance," she says. "And this is 



Army brats 

Cammenneyer (center), flanked 
by executive producers Zadan, 
Streisand, Gorman, and Meron 



the stor\ ol an out- 
standing human being, 
a soldier with an amaz- 
ing career of service 
who was cut off at the 
knees. The movie is about how she 
sunived this, was tempered by it— 
and, in addidon, foimd love for the 
first time in her life."" 

With Close and Davis cast and 
Streisand on board as a producer, 
the specter of emptv sponsor slots 
was replaced with visions of dancing 
Emmy statuettes in the minds of 
network executives. "NBC can po- 
tcntiall) lose a lot of money on tliis 
show," Zadan admits. "But they 
went into it saving. 'We're willing to 
do it on the basis of having a bril- 
liant show, an award-nominated 
show that gets great ratings.' " 

But the delicate balance between 
the network's nerves and the in- 
tegrity of the high-caUber cast re- 
quired constant vigilance. "Judy 
Davis was ready to pull out at one 
point," Meron explains. "She was 
worried about being restricted as an 
actress. If she was gomg to do a les- 
bian love story, she wanted to go for 



it. She said. "I'm not going to come 
and act and have people tell me you 
can't touch, you can't kiss.' We told 
her she wouldn't be restricted." 

Adds Zadan: "Clcnn too insisted 
that she would only do the movie if 
she could do the kiss. NBC was very 
skittish about it at first; we never 
knew whether there would be this 
guillotine waiting for us at die end of 
the road, where diey would say, 'We 
like die movie, but die kiss goes.' " 

In the end. however, the kiss 
stayed. "We got to make the movie 
we wanted to make." Meron says. 
"They screened die movie and told 
us diey didn't want to cliange a diing. 
Even thing's intact, just as we shot it." 

Zadan and Meron's fears of net- 
work interference proved to be un- 
warranted, but they know that 
friends and foes can take unlikely 
and unexpected fonns. Tlieir efforts 
to bring to the big screen another 
gay-themed project— Randy Shilts's 
biographical The Mayor of Castro 
Street: The Life and Times of Harvey 
Milk-hdi?, been a sobering lesson in 
the vagaries of gay poiidcs. 

After acquiring rights to the book 
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and shopping it unsuccessfully to the 
studios ("Everyone turned it down 
three times," Zadan says), Zadan and 
Meron approached their friend Janet 
Yang, president of Oliver Stone's 
production company, Ixdan. "I had 
been in love with the project for 
years," Yang explains. "It's a great 
story ahoiii an ultimate outsider, a 
man who through his determination 
and diarisma created a community 
from the disenfranchised." 

With Ixtlan committed to co- 
produce, the project moved forward 
quickly. "We were al)oiit to start the 
movie with Robin Williams playing 
Harvey Milk and Oliver Stone di- 
recting—and JFK came out." Zadan 
recalls. Criticism of the depiction of 
gay characters in that movie fueled 
an uproar in the gay community that 
grew even louder when it was re- 
vealed that Stone was at the helm of 
Mtyor. "Oliver was battered b\ the 
controversy surrounding JFK," 
Zadan continues. "He withdrew as 
director, and the deal fell ajjart. We 
thought it would be church groups 
that would try to stop the movie 
from getting made, but instead it 
was die gay coinmunitj' that stopped 
it We were depressed, and Randy 
was devastated." 

Adds Meron: "What's upsetting 
about it is that the people with the 
loudest voices don't necessarily rep- 
resent the community; they're just 
the people with the loudest \oices. 
And those voices can be either con- 
structive or destracttve. In terms of 
this particular movie, they were 
destructive." 

While Zadan and Meron acknowl- 
edge the importance of acti\ ist \'oic- 
es in gay culture, they've learned that 
trying to heed those voices is an im- 
possibility. "We eyentually held a 
town-hall meeting in San Francisco 
about MayorT Zadan relates. "A lot 
of questions were asked; some inter- 
esting points were made. But not 
one pmon tiioe had die same agen- 
da as another person. We came to 
meet die community, but the coiii- 
mtmity is 300 difl^ent people who 
each have thdr own agenda. Film- 
making is not a democratic process; 
you can't go into the streets of San 
Francisco and say, 'We're doing a 
movie of The Mayor of Castro Strea. 
How many want Robin Williams? 
How many want Richard Gere?' it 



doesn't worL The filmmakers have 
to make their vision of the fiLm." 

Zadan recognizes, however, that 
the level of scrutiny accorded each 
gay-themed project is a direct func- 
tion of the rarity of such vehicles. 
"Because there are so few movies 
made with this subject matter, 
eyerybody wants every movie to 
have everydiing in it You can't put 
every single element and every sub- 
ject that you want to cover under 
this heading into one film." 

In any event Mayor is still mov- 
ing forward at W^arner Bros, with 
Stone remaining as executive pro- 
ducer. Although a brief honeymoon 
with director Cus Van Sant is now 
history ("Artistic differences," 
Meron says dr^), the movie is on 
the verge of landing Hollwood's 
holy grail: a commitment from "a 
major star'' and "a major director." 

Storyline is also teamed 
with ixtlan and Propaganda 
Films on an HBO cable-televi- 
sion production of Shilts's 
Conduct Unhecominp; which 
will illuminate die gays-in-the- 
militan issue from a different 
perspective tlian Serving in Si- 
lence. "On the surface they're 
both stories about gays in the 
military," Zadan admits, "but 
Serving in Silence is also a les- 
bian love story; it's about a 
woman and her family. It^s a 
yer>- pci-sonal, emotional story. 
Conduct Unbecoming is going 
to be much more brutal, more 
hard-hitting." 

With four gay-themed projects in 
or near production (Storyline is also 
working on the feature-film version 
of WiUiam Finn's musical Falsettos 
with James Lapine directing), Zadan 
and Meron have more ga\' irons in 
the fire than most studios amass in a 
decade, a business agenda derived 
from their own personal interests. 

"Ceiiainly, being gay, you have a 
deeper- understanding of the subject," 
Meron reflects. "And die fact that Fm 
gay will give me more of a passion for 
gay subject matter. But Fve got pas- 
sion for lots of other things too." 

Toward that end Meron and 
Zadan— in partnership with Jim 
Henson Productions— are planning 
to mount an all-star film version of 
Stephen Sondheim's Into the Woods 
for Columbia Pictures. A recent in- 



formal reading arranged with film 
director Penny Marshall attracted 

the kind of star power that no studio 
could resist: Robin Williams, Cher, 
Danny DeA^to, Steve Martin, Goldie 
Hawn, and Roseanne, among others. 

"Sondheim said that Into the 
Woods is die only musical he's ever 
\s riiten for the stage that he thought 
would naturally make a great 
movie," says Zadan. "It's like 714* 
Wizard of Oz. You've got fairy-tale 
characters in a fantasy setting, so it 
doesn't bother you when they break 
into song. We feel it will attract the 
same potential audience of Beauty 
ondAeBeastvsA TlielJonKin^ 

Other film projects include My 
Fellow Americans, a comedy with 
Robin Williams playing one of 
two ex-presidents at odds on a 
diplomatic mission; a remake of the 
science-fiction classic Fahrenheit 451, 
coproduced by and star- 
ring Mel Gibson; and Mr. 
Popper's Penguins, based 
on a popular children's 
book, another project 
teaming Storyline with 
Jim Henson Productions. 

Highest on their TV 
slate is an innovative 
teaming of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's live-action 
musical version of Cin- 
dereHa-md Whitney Hous- 
ton. "We like the idea that 
there's never been an 
African-American Cin- 
derdla," says Meron. "And 
the idea of ^liitney doing 
Rodgers and Hammerstein is 
groundbreaking in and of itself; 
she'll be bringing this music to a 
whole new audience. " 

In the end the philosophy bdiind 
Zadan and Meron's passions— for 
both gay-themed and mainstream 
material— is an unwillingness to ac- 
cept limits. "In a sense, doing Gypsy 
and having it be successful opened 
doors for movie musicals on TV," 
Meron muses, "just as Philadelphia 
opened doors to gay subject matter 
in Hollywood. A star project like 
Serving in Silence could open more 
doors for gay subject matter on TV. 
All you need is one accessible piece 
in a genre, and you create a window. 
It may not be permanent; it may be 
fi-agilc. But it's open. Our desire is to 
keep opening windows." • 
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1994 Pulitzer piTze-wdiiiiiiio plawri<ilit 
Edward Albee is back on top witli a New \( )ik 
hit playing to rave reviews in Lond )i i 



By Peter Galvin 



Edward Albee is giving ofif 
such positive vibes that 
he's practically sexy. Re- 
laxed, congenial, and sur- 
prisingly charming, the 
grizzled but handsome 
66-year-old playwright— 
probably best known as 
the author of tVho s A/raid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf?—\% sitting on a black 
leather sofa in his huge art-filled 
TriBeCa loft in Manhattan, talking 
about the London opening of his 
play Three Tall Women. 

Already a critical and commercial 
success in New York City, where it 
has won numerous awards, includ- 
ing the Pulitzer prize— Albee's 
\}nivA— Three Tall Women won the 
London Evening Standard''?, Drama 
Award for Best Play a week after its 
West End premiere in late Novem- 
ber. "We got great reviews," says 



Albee, beaming. "And Maggie Smith 
gives a wonderful pcrforinaiicc." 

In the London produciion Sniitii 
plays the role of A, a 92-vear-old 
woman modeled after Albcc s latr 
mother. In the first act A, attended 
to by her seactary and her lawyer, 
is a stubborn, narcissistic virago dev- 
astated by the deterioration of her 
family, body, and mind. After suffer- 
ing a stroke at tlie ( Umax of die first 
act, A returns in tlic scccjud act in 
three different incarnations: as lier 
cranky but resigned 92-vcar-oId 
bedridden selfl as a wean but wise 
52-year-old, and as a hopeful 26- 
year-old ingenue. 

A kind of reconciliation with 
Albee's dead mother. Three Tall 
Women shows iii^ granting lier a 
measure of humanistic respect if lit- 
tle heartfelt affection: The plav's 
fourth character is A s son. IMe re- 
mains devoted but silent at her bed- 
side, offering neither solace nor 
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judgment, while the women ex- 
change stories fix)m the unfolding yet 
unenlightened drama that was the 
playwright's mother s life. 

"h's remarkable," says Marian Sel- 
des, who plays the first act's secretary 
and the second act's 52-year-oId in- 
carnation of A in the New York pro- 
duction. "Think of it: Eugene 
O'Neill's mother, Tennessee Wil- 
liams's mother, and now Edward's 
mother," she continues, referring to 
characters, respectively, in Lxyng Day's 
Journey Into Night, The Glass Menag- 
erie, and Three Tall Women. "These 
are three great parts for actresses in 
the American theater." 

For Albee Three Tall IVomen marks 
the end of a 20-year-long career 
slump. With its success the play- 
wright reclaims "his position as one 
of America's leading dramatists," as 
theater critic David Richards ceremo- 
niously announced in The New York 
Times the day after Albee was award- 
ed his most recent Pulitzer. 

Since Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? became a smash on Broadway 
in 1963— as well as an acclaimed 
movie three years later— both critics 
and audiences have become increas- 
ingly estranged from Albee's work. 
His play Seascape won a Pulitzer in 
1975 but lasted only 65 perfor- 
mances on Broadway. His last play to 
be produced on the Great White 
Way, The Man Who Nad Three Arms, 
opened to poor reviews and closed 
quickly in 1983. And his most recent 
work. Fragments, staged at the off-off- 
Broadway Signature Theatre, gar- 
nered mixed reactions. 

After years of having his work con- 
signed to the boondocks of academia 
and regional theaters, Albee tries to 
remain blase about his current 
trendiness. "I guess somebody decid- 
ed it was time Edward shouldn't be 
the whipping boy anymore," he says. 
"But there are still a couple of moth- 
erfuckers who are thinking, Let's keep 
hammering at him no matter how weU 
he's writingT 

Adopted by parents whose values 
he eventually came to abhor, Albee 
always had a stormy relationship 
with his mother, who, legend has it, 
kicked the playwright out of her 
Westchester, N.Y., house when he 
was 18. "I came in one night from 
the city," says Albee. "I had been out 
driving with a bunch of people, and 



somebody had thrown up in the car. 
When I came home at 8 o'clock the 
next morning, my modier said, 'How 
dare yon come home this late! You 
straighten up, young man. You ei- 
ther hve the way we want you to 
live, or you might as well leave.' You 
know— a big bhilT. So 1 finished my 
coffee, went upstairs to pack, and 
left. I had no contact with any of 
them for 20 years." 

Albee s mother was a "terrible lio- 
mophobe, he continues. "She talked 
about "disgusting, filthy fairies" all the 
time. Yet she never discussed the fact 
that I was gay— ever— even when I 
started seeing her again." The play- 
wright points to his mother's homo- 
phobia as just one factor in his 
leaving home. Ultimately, he says, "I 
just couldn't take the whole environ- 
ment—the prejudice, the bigotrj, the 
right-wingness, the phoniness of the 
whole setup." 

In Three Tall Women his modier's 
feelings about homosexuality are 
touched upon just as she treated the 
subject while she was alive— briefly 
and without insight or analysis. As 
Albee's mother at 52, Seldes begins 
to call her son a "filthy little fairy" 
when he goes to A's bedside. But 
she's cut off by her 92 -year-old self 
(portrayed by the awesome Myra 
Carter): "Shhh! I don't want to have 
to think about thatr Yet Seldes's 
character goes on a tirade, lisdng her 
son's faults, including his bisexual es- 
capades. He "gets himself thrown out 
of every school he can find," she 
says, and she's caught him "doing it 
with |my] niece-in-law and |my] 
nephew-in-law the same weekP 

Asked if he was having sex with 
men while in his teens, Albec an- 
swers enthusiastically. "Of course— 
and with boys too," he says slyly, 
"starting when I was 12 or 13. 1 went 
away to boys schools— Law- 
renceville. Valley Forge Military 
Academy, and Choatc— and we were 
fucking all the time." 

The playwright says he took to 
being gay "like a duck to water," al- 
diough he did go through the "shtick 
of dating women" to keep peace in 
his family's house. Once out from 
under die weight of his mother's dis- 
approval, Albee lived openly as a gay 
man in New York City. "1 never did 
hide it from anybody," he says. "1 
have always associated with people 
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who absolutely accepted me, so I 
never had a problem." 

Although he has always been open 
about his own sexuality, Albee de- 
clines to speak publicly about the 
man who's been his partner for 25 
years because his lover is not entirely 
out— a decision many gays who are 
Albee's age will find familiar. His 
personal life aside, however, Albee 
has been criticized by the gay com- 
munity for not writing enough on 
gay subjects and for never having ad- 
dressed AIDS. 'To me the aauaJ ill- 
ness is prejudice and discrimination," 
he argues, "and I've been writing 
that my whole life." On the larger 
issue of avoiding gay themes, he says, 
"A person who is gay has absolutely 
no obligation to write about gay sub- 
jects. For 40 years Fve been involved 
with civil liberties, of which gay 
rights is one." 

Although Albee has written gay 
characters in plays, he doesn't think of 
"gay" as a subject. Yet he concedes 
that with the batde for gay civil rights 
bemg far from won, gay subject mat- 
ter in works of art— by both gay and 
straight artists— can be an important 
political tool. 'Tm in favor of every bit 
of agitation, every bit of proselytizing, 
every bit of political maneuvering," 
says Albee. "But at the same time I do 
think there's something for the 
straight world to learn from a gay 
man who's not tucked-up." 

Albee's inadvertent disavowal of 
the gay rights movement as "fucked- 
up" can perhaps be excused after 
reading his plays, which consistendy 
rail against a neurotic complacency in 
human nature that turns people into 
embittered, self-deluded bigots or 
soulless, spineless automatons. In the 
1982 one-act play Finding the Sun, 
two gay men end their relationship 
when the older partner gives in to 
societal pressure and decides to lead 
a more "normal" heterosexual Ufe. 
Both characters marry "as a kind of 
awful revenge against each other," 
says Albee, and both are extremely 
unhappy, as are their wives. 

Don't live for appearances' sake, 
Albee has said as far back as The Zoo 
Story in 1 959. Going against nature— 
whether denying your own sexuality 
or somebody else's— can only result 
in tragic unhappiness, no matter how 
societally conventional the circum- 
stances of one's life. 
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"It has taken Albee a long time to 
write about homosexuality as openly 
as he does in Finding the Sun be- 
cause it has taken the theater a long 
time to discuss it," says Michael Fein- 
gold, theater critic for TAe Village 
Voice, "Yet it is partly because of 
Albee that the theater discusses it at 
all." Although one does not think of 
Albee as a gay playwright in the 
same way one might regard such 
gaycentric contemporary dramatists 
as Tony Kushner or Terrence Mc- 
Nally, there is an undeniable political 
humanism at work in his plays, dre- 
lessly doing batde with all forms of 
personal and political hypocrisy and 
oppression. 

Aesthetically, Albee says, his ho- 
mosexuality has given him "more 
objectivity because of being an out- 
sider. Seeing the worid as a gay per- 
son is ultimately more liberating than 
it is distorting. Fm certainly able to 
write female charaaers just as well as 
male characters. A lot of straight 
playvsrights don't seem to be able to 
write women very well." 

"A playwright has to be able to 
write about both sexes-look at Ten- 
nessee!" exclaims Seldes, who has 
known Albee for almost 30 years, 
since she portrayed Julia in his 
Pulitzer prize-winning play A Delicate 
Balance in 1966. "Edward is such a 
brilliant observer of men and 
women. The women in Three Tall 
Women are extraordinary." As for the 
playwright's sexuality, Seldes is reluc- 
tant to attribute any of Albee's talent 
to his being gay. "I think a play- 
wright is rather godlike and is above 
all that." 8h ejn8i6ttt")in a voice both 
hushed and^granoT The actor will 
say, however, that she believes 
there's "absolutely no apology for 
being gay" anywhere in his current 
piece: "whatever it cost Edward to 
grow up as an outsider because of 
being gay. his use of that pain is the 
transcendent power of the play." 

Whether there are any more Pul- 
itzers in Albee's future, he is for the 
time being living a fairly painless exis- 
tence. Contrary to A's pnilosophy of 
life in Three Tall fVomen-th&t our 
"happiest moment" is "when we can 
stop '-Albee says he "disapproves 
thoroughly of the idea of dying. I am 
having a pretty happy life. I enjoy my 
work, Fve been in a relationship for 25 
years, and Fm writing pretty well." • 
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By Judy WMer 



When Green Day, the 
band that emerged as 
the mud-drenched 
stars of Woodstock 
'94, asked Pansy Divi- 
sion, the gay-in-your- 
face punk group, to 
open for them during the last leg of 
their 1994 tour, all sorts of worlds 
collided. In coast-to-coast mosh pits, 
sweaty hetero teenagers widi pierced 
nipples, eyebrows, and tongues 
slammed against the bodies of 
young gays and lesbians who looked 
exacdy like them. 

"The funny thing was watching 
some of these guys in the audience 
when Pansy Division was opening 
for us," says 22-year-old Billie Joe 
Armstrong (known to his adoring 



fans as only Billie Joe), front Green Day (/hxn Jeff): East Bay han^^re scene to 
man and main songwriter ^^J^'^^l^l?^ 10,000-seaters and MTV 

and Tre Cool heavy-rotadon heaven. 

"I think Green Day's popularity is 
one reason they invited us to open 
for them," says Pansy Division lead 
singer Jon Ginoli. "Now that they're 
more mainstream, they have ele- 
ments in their audience they'd rather 
not have," he adds slyly, referring to 
a certain biandness that comes wdth 
broadened popularity. "I think hav- 
ing us along lets them tweak that 
part of the audience. They're able to 
get under their skin and irritate 
them, saying. 'If you're going to see 
us, you've gotta see thisf " 

Getting under people's skin is a 
carefully honed skill for Armstrong. 
After being knocked silly by flying 
wads of mud during Woodstock, the 
sometimes, blue-haired vocalist 



for Green Day. "They were 
out there flexing their muscles and 
acting real macho, not really realiz- 
ing that Pansy Division is gay. Then 
Chris Freeman, Pansy's bass player, 
would stop in the middle of a song 
and say, 'So, have you guys figured 
out that we're a bunch of fags yet? " 

Armstrong laughs, delighted to 
have discovered still another way to 
rankle his band's fans— who have 
driven sales of Green Day's first 
major-label release, Dookie, well past 
the 3-million mark. Thanks to both 
Woodstock and last summer's Lol- 
lapalooza tour, the Northern Cali- 
fornia band— made up of Armstrong 
on guitar and vocals, Mike Dimt on 
bass, and Tre Cool on drums— has 
gone from the steamy clubs of the 
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looked over at his drummer (whose 
tooth had been inadvertendy broken 
by a festival security guard trying to 
discourage fans from storming the 
stage) and bassist (who was still try- 
ing to play while lying flat on his 
back in the sludge) and did the only 
respectable thing he could think of: 
He mooned the 350,000 onlookers. 

While punk thrives on thumbing 
its nose at conventioa the surprising- 
serious Armstrong insists that 
Pansy Division on the road 
with Green Dav was not just a gim- 
mick to shock fans. Before their 
switch to a mainstream label 
(Reprise), Green Day did two albums 
for Lookout Recoras, the same label 
Pansy Division is oa They also share 
with Pansy Division a commitment to 
what they call personal politics. 

"I think Pansy Division is the kind 
of band that saves people's lives," 
Armstrong says matter-of-factly. 
They're catclw, and they're really 
educational. Iney're honest about 
their sexuality, and that saves lives. 

"Sometimes it gets kind of ugly 
because there are a lot of ignorant 



dorks out in the audience, and they i Armstrong says simply. "I mean, it's 

start throwing shit at Pansy Divi- I something that I've always been 

sion," he continues, discussing the i interested in. I think everybody kind 

tour. "I was kind of discouraged i of fantasizes about the same sex. I 

watching the audience flip them offl | think people are bom bisexual and 

I kept thinking, SAi^ these art the peo- \ it's just that our parents and society 



pk who are here to see m?" 

Armstrong's response was 
to stop his band's show in 
the middle of a set and 
address the audience. "You're 
all fucking pathetic" he told 
them. "There you were, three 
songs into their set, really 
enjoying them. And then you 
figured out fit)m their lyrical 
content that they're gay, and 
now you're afraid of them. 
And that's what it is, you 
know. You're of them. 
Well, I hope you all know 
that Pansy Division is the 
future of rock *n' roll." 

For Armstrong, who grew up with 
band member Dimt in a suburb of 
Berkeley called Rodeo, homosexual- 
ity is neither a new subject nor one 
he must defend himself against. "I 
think I've always been bisexual," 



"Evei)rbody 
fantasizes 
about the same 
sex," says 
AnnstFong, 
"butitis 
in0?inedinour 
heads that itis 
bad, when ifs 
not bad at all. 
Ift a very beau- 
tflulthinSi" 



kind of veer us off into this 
feeling of Oh, I can't They 
say it's taboo. It's ingrained 
in our heads that it's bad, 
when it's not bad at all. It's 
a very beautiful thing," 

When asked whether this 
beautiful thing is some- 
thing he's ever actually 
acted on, the recendy mar- 
ried (and about to become 
a father) Armstrong smiles. 
"I think mostly it's been 
kept in my head," he says. 
"I've never really had a 
relationship with another 
man. But it is something 
that comes up as a struggle in me. It 
especially came up when I was 
about 16 or 17. In high school peo- 

?le think you have to be so macho, 
eople get attacked just because 
someone insinuates something 
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to offer all this: 

* Free Consumer Guide to 
Viatical Settlements 

* Additional money from 
the Client Appreciation 
(CAP) Fund 

* Complimentary copy of 
"That Which Matters... a 
Financial Guide to Choices" 
with each settlement 

* Fund-raising opportunities 
for groups and organiza* 
tions 

* Speaking engagements on 

viatical settlements and 
financial guidance 
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about their sexuality. I think that's 
gruesome." 

Armstrong's struggle with his sexu- 
ality isn't something that has gone 
unnoticed by his fans. 'Tve gotten let- 
ters because I wrote this song on 
Dookie called 'Coming Clean' about 
coming out" he says with the same 
ease the late Kurt Cobain used to 
show while talking about his song 
"AH Apologies" and the now-famous 
lyric from it: "What else should I say / 
Everyone is gay." 

'Talking about sexuality, Kurt was 
doing something good," Armstrong 
continues. "Or k.d. lang, 1 admire her 
a lot, or Melissa Etheridge, who was 
at Woodstock. She's doing something 
really good and really positive. And 
then there are gay rockers who are 
really blatant about it, like Pansy 
Division or this San Francisco band 
called White Trash Debutantes. 
They're not on any label yet, but 
they're really erotic, and they're made 
up of gay men and women." 

Although he doesn't talk about 
sleeping with men, Armstrong does 
admit that homosexuality has defi- 
nitely touched his life in very person- 
al ways. "I have an ex-girlfriend who 
was bisexual," he says softly. "I think 
now that she was really a lesbian. 
And that's fine by me. I mean, we had 
a relationship that was just me and 
her, total dedication and devotion. 
Fm very monogamous. At that time it 
wouldn't have mattered whether she 
was with a man or a woman— I would 
have been jealousr 

Armstrong also has a gay uncle. "It 
was always out in the open that he 
was gay," he says with some hesitan- 
cy. "Fm prettv close to him, and he 
has fijll-blown AIDS now." 

Admitting diat the rock world still 
reeks of prejudice against gays and 
AIDS, Armstrong wonders out loud if 
he dares to approach the subject in 
his songwriting. "Fm not really edu- 
cated enough to write about AIDS, 
but I certainly could write about los- 
ing someone who's close to me," he 
says, rubbing his tattooed forearm 
thoughtfully. "I'm more the type of 
person who would write about how 
ignorant and stupid people are about 
something like AIDS. Fm always 
telling the people in our audience to 
look out for one another. Yeah— I 
wouldn't put it past me to write about 
this shit." • 
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Imagine 
the value 
of an eight 

MMJTEVIDEa 



If you're living with a terminal illness, this is the one 
videotape that can help you understand the advantages and 
financial opportunities of viatical setdements. Life Benefactors' 
professional staff has the experience and knowledge to help 
you understand the steps necessary for cashing in your life 
insurance policy. No application fees. Quick turnaround. Fully 

importandy, maximum BcncfectOfS, L.E 

value for your policy ' ><:^^l settlements company 
For more information and a free videotape, please call 
Kit Carson at Life Benefactors, L.P., 1-800-285-5152. 
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Sex star Joey Stefano's death 
from a heroin overdose 
spotlights an uneasy 
connection between 
drug abuse and the 
pornography 
industry 
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By Fred Goss 



On the night of December 5, 
1994, the great and the not- 
so-great of the gay-porn 
industry gathered at the 
Palace in Hollywood for the 
presentation of the Third 
Annual Gay Erotic Video 
Awards. A benefit for Aid for 
AIDS, the show was mosdy a celebration 
of shameless excess. But one moment 
transcended the tawdry glamour of the 
event: a video tribute to the late Nicholas 
Anthony lacona Jr., known to pom audi- 
ences across the country as Joey Stefano. 

After a short, emotional eulog\' from lacona's longtime 
friend Chi Chi LaRiie— the adult-movie director on whose 
set the perfbmier had been due the morning he was found 
near dcatli from an apparent heroin overdose— a screen 
descended from the proscenium. On it appeared video 
images of die late actor, who died at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center on November 21, just five weeks shy of his 27lh 
birthday. The montage of close-ups of lacona captured 
something of his mercurial chann: a face quick to register 
joyous ecstasy or weaiT cynicism, boyish deliglit or bitchy 
scorn— the face, ultimatel}', of a young man who had per- 
haps seen too much of the seamier side of life yet still could 
display flashes of dazzling beauty' and childlike innocence. 

Beneath the fresh facade, however, lurked an ugly trudi: 
lacona had been struggling witli addicdon— abusing such 
hard drugs as heroin, ciystal meth. and ketaminc (known 
on the street as Special K) since his mid ti-ens. And in light 
of the July 1994 suicide of Shannon Wilsey— the porn 
actress known as Savannah, who shot herself after injuring 
her face in an auto accident and who was widely kjiown to 
have drug-abuse problems— it is tempting to draw parallels 
between the two performers and to look for ways to lay 
the blame at the feet of die very industry that catapulted 
these two to stardom. 

LaRue, generally credited with giving lacona his start, 
disputes the idea, though, that the porn industry con- 
tributed to lacona's death— or Wilsey s. Says LaRue: "Shan- 
non and Nick were troubled people way before they got 
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into this industry. Nick had been 
addicted to drugs since he was 16, 
though when I met him he had been 
clean and sober three years." But his 
sobriety was short-lived. "It was Tm 
clean and sober' one day," says 
LaRue. "The next, Tm doing a ton 
of Special K; I can barely move.' " 

Dave Kinnick, editor of Adam Gay 
Video 1994 Directorr/ and an award- 
winning porn cinematographer, 
agrees that the industry itself isn't to 
blame for performers' 
drug problems: "Based on 
my preconceived notions 
of what I would see on 
the pom sets— this is go- 
ing back to 1986—1 saw 
shockingly little evidence 
of drug use. 

"This is not to say cer- 
tain models didn't have 
drugs," Kinnick adds. "I 
know lacona was doing 
drugs on the set of Mas- 
querade, the last film we 
worked on together. I'm 
quite sure the director 
was unaware of it— he 
was a first-time director— 
but Nick would go to the 
bathroom every 15 or 20 
minutes, and he'd come 
back each time incremen- 
tally sketchier. By the 
time we were ready to 
film his come shot, he 
was incoherent" 

Director Gino Colbert, 
himself a former porn actor and 
another longtime lacona fiiend, has a 
much darker view of the industry's 
culpability. "On my set, drugs are not 
allowed," he says. "But I've seen 
other directors offer dnigs to inno- 
cent people, right on the set I know 
directors who are major substance 
abusers and who don't bother to 
hide it I had one actor tell me not 
long ago that he was on the set when 
another actor was snorting crystal; 
the director did nothing about it" 

Veteran pom producer William 
Margold, a spokesman for the Free 
Speech Coalition, says that "it 
depends on what drug you're talking 
about" when asked if drug abuse is 
rampant on pom sets. Among the 
female performers in straight pom, 
he says, "there is a lot of peer pres- 
sure to abuse dmgs, particularly crys- 
tal meth and cocaine. Fve never seen 



Uve fast, die young 




The film star died 
in 1993 of a 
drug overdose. 



Savannah 



The porn star died in 
July of a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound. 



anybody shooting heroin, but that 
may be because you never know 
what the camera is going to show— 
for example, needle tracks." The 
male performers, Margold says, "do a 
lot of marijuana, but that's about it" 

Sources agree that abusing drugs 
such as coke, crystal, and heroin- 
known erectile inhibitors— is counter- 
productive for male pom actors. Says 
Kinnick: "There's a big difference 
between a good sexual performance 
in your own bed and 
one in front of a camera 
and crew, which re- 
quires the ability to 
focus and perform over 
long periods of time." 

That seems obvious, 
but what happens when 
the lights go off and the 
cameras shut down? "1 
think drugs on the set 
are most likely frowned 
upon," suggests Pat 
Califia, a noted authori- 
ty on gay sexual mores 
and author of The Advo- 
cate Adviser, among 
other books, "but that 
doesn't mean the actors 
don't party hard after 
the shoot You have a 
lifestyle created where 
there's all that money 
coming in and a lot of 
peer pressure to keep 
up the image that you 
are a wild kind of free- 
for-all person living life on the edge." 

Perhaps too the emphasis on 
always needing to look beautiful 
pushes those performers who have a 
predisposition to substance abuse 
into full-blown addiction. Says Col- 
bert: "I know so many gorgeous peo- 
ple who enter this industry and who 
fall under pressure to maintain their 
looks and end up on dmgs. Pom's 
an easy way to make money, so for a 
while they can support their drug 
habits; then they become spoiled." 

LaRue concurs— in part: "Anybody 
who gets into the business is, I think, 
a litde insecure. They need that con- 
stant reassurance they get in front of 
the camera: 'Oh, you look good!' 
People get into the business for dif- 
ferent reasons, but I haven't known 
many who did so to support their 
dmg habit If I found out somebody 
working for me was doing it to sup- 



port a drag habit, they'd be gone. I 
won't have anyone high on my set 
Addictive personalities are there long 
before they enter the industry. They 
come into the business screaming for 
attention, and they get a lot of it" 

Blaming dmg abuse on the pom 
industry reflects an invidious stereo- 
type, says Margold: "Mainstream 
society will always try to 'bury' the 
pom industry with AIDS or with a 
needle in its vein. Yes, drags exist in 
the porn industry, but not to the 
extent mainstream society thinks. 
I'm sorry Joey Stefano died, but I 
think his death has as many parallels 
to River Phoenix's as it does to 
Savannah's— if not, in fact, more." 

In the end we may never know 
what propelled Nick lacona to such 
lethal excesses of drag abuse— just as 
we may never know what drove 
Shannon Wilsey to put a bullet in 
her brain or, for that matter, what 
brought River Phoenix to his 
untimely end on the sidewalk in 
bont of the Viper Club on the Sun- 
set Strip. One tmth, however, stands 
clear: All three performers died at a 
shockingly young age. 

In the few minutes it took for 
lacona's video tribute to unfold at 
the Gay Erotic Video Awards cere- 
mony, the tragic loss of a vibrant life 
force seemed overwhelming. Here, 
after all, was one of the industry's 
brightest stars, whose popularity with 
fans was matched only by that of Jeff 
Stryker and Ryan Idol. And, as the 
only member of that trio who was 
openly gay, lacona occupied a special 
place in the hearts of his traly ador- 
ing public. His superstar status was 
testament to his appeal, considering 
lacona was a bottom, or receptive 
partner, in an industry that tradition- 
ally prizes only tops. Bottoms are 
more or less cannon fodder in gay 
pom, but lacona had that indefinable 
something called star quality, enough 
so that Madonna pursued him to 
appear in her book Sex. 

Much has been made of the death 
of Joey Stefano, but coundess other 
deaths in the pom world have left 
scarcely a ripple in the public con- 
sciousness. Whether media events 
or inglorious passings, these deaths 
defy complacent and facile explana- 
tions. And that's what really hurts. 

IVith additional reporting by Jamoo 
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Have A Travel Question? 
IGTA Has The Answers. 

Call on the worldwide team of travel professionals networking 
to ser\'c the needs of the gay and lesbian traveler. 

Where And How To Go? 

IGTA travel agents know what spots are hot and the most affordable way to get there. 

AZ. Tucson - ARIZONA TRAVEL CENTER. 602-323-3250, 800-533-3250, Robert 
CA, Brea - ALL DESTINATIONS TRAVEL, INC., 714-529-4400, 800-283-1203 
CA, Los Angolas - TRAVEL LAB, 800-747-7026, 213-660-981 1 

CA, Rancho Mirage - RANCHO MIRAGE TRAVEL, 619-341-7888 , 800-369-1073, Newt or Steven 
CA, Sacramento - SPORTS LEISURE TRAVEL, 800-321-4758, 916-361-2051, Alan 
CA, West Hollywood - GUNDERSON TRAVEL INC., 310-657-3944, 800-4-GAY-TRAVEL 
CO, Aurora - TRAVELSOLUTIONS, 303-337-31 14, 800-574-2405 

CT, Danbury - ALOIS THE TRAVEL PLANNER, 203-778-9399, 800-4-GAY-FUN 
GA, Marietta - TRAVEL AFFAIR, 404-977-6824, 800-332-3417 
MA, Lynn - ALL PORTS CRUISE & TOURS, 800-777-9997 
MA, Wakeneld - ALTERNATIVE TRAVEL. 617-246-7480. 800-233-3646 
MD, Beltsville - YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OF BELTSVILLE, INC., 800-872-8537 
MO, St. Louis - DYNAMIC TRAVEL. INC., 800-237-4083, 314-781-8400 
NJ, Floram Park - FLORAM PARK TRAVEL, 800-624-0207 
NJ, Marlton - MAIN STREET TRAVEL, 800-807-0683 
NJ, Somerville - PRIDE VACATIONS & CRUISES, 800-526-PRIDE 
NY, New York - KENNEDY TRAVEL, 718-347-7433, 800-237-7433 
NY, New York - OUR TIME VOYAGES 8c TOURS. 212-406-0627, 800-695-9513, Joe 
NY, Rockville Centre - TRAVEL MASTERS OF NEW YORK, 800-MORE-TVL, 516-766-0707 
OR, Portland - TRAVEL AGENTS INTERNATIONAL, 503-223-1 100 
PA, Ephrata - ZELLER TRAVEL/BROWNSTOWN, 800-331-4359 
TX, Houston - VOYAGES & EXPEDITIONS, 800-818-2877 
VA, Warrenton - CAREFREE CRUISES BY ARLENE, 703-439-2403 
GERMANY, Augsburg - AAD WELTWEIT REISEN, 609-277-2703, Fax: 01 1-49-821-9060060 

Where To Stay? 

IGTA accoinmodations offer comfort and convenience. 

CA. Palm Springs - HACIENDA EN SUENO, 800-359-2007 
CA, San Diego - THE BALBOA PARK INN, 800-938-8181 , Fax: 619-294-8070 
CA, San Francisco - 24 HENRY GUESTHOUSE, 800-900-5686, Fax: 415-864-0286 
FL, Key West - SIMONTON COURT HISTORIC INN & COHAGES, 800-944-2687 
FL, Miami Beacti - THE SHORE CLUB, 305-534-3443 
FL, Miami Beach - WINTERHAVEN HOTEL, 800-395-2322 
MA, Boston - OASIS GUEST HOUSE, 617-267-2262 

MA, Provincetown - SANDPIPER BEACH HOUSE, 508-487-1928, 800-354-8628 
MA, Provincetown - THE BOATSUP BEACH CLUB, 508-487-1669, 800-451-7547 
PUERTO RICO. Condado San Juan - ATLANTIC BEACH HOTEL, 809-721-6900, Fax: 809-721-6917 
PUERTO RICO. Condado San Juan - EMBASSY GUEST HOUSE, 809-725-8284, Fax: 809-725-2400 
PUERTO RICO. Ocean Park San Juan - OCEAN WALK GUEST HOUSE, 800-468-0615, Fox: 809-728-6434 
VIRGIN ISLANDS, St. Croix - ON THE BEACH RESORT, 809 772 1205, 800-524-2018 
BVI, Tortola - THE VILLAS AT FORT RECOVERY ESTATES. 800-367-8465, Fox: 809-495-4036 

What To F)0? IGTA tour operators, outdoor adventures, associations and 
VV n/Vl X \J LJ\J . spet-iai charters offer ways to relax. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS, St. Thomas - JOURNEYS BY SEA YACHT CHARTERS, 800-TAKE-ME-2 

InlefBolionol Goy Travel Associattoa 




IGTA 
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INTERNATIONAL GAY TRAVEL ASSOCIATION. PO Box 4974, Key West, FL 33041 
For membership and travel information: FAX 305-296-6633 • 1-800-448-8550 
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The year in 

Reviews 
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Blue boy: Guy Pearce of 
The Adventures of PrisciUa, 
Queen of the Desert 



When TAe Advocate called 
about this piece, I thouglit, 
Thiy he got the wrv/ig piTSon. 
1 assiduously avoid any 
movie that threatens to inspire that 
sinking feeling that millions of dol- 
lars have been spent so 1 can shift in 
my seat and think about (1) my 
laundry, sitting in the inesh bag on 
die kitchen floor, or (2) how even 
though there may still be hope for 
the movies, there's not one single 
argument that would persuade the 
girl behind the bulletproof glass 



with the strawberry-blond grunge 
dye job to return my eight bucks. 

OK, admittedly I'm a snob— 
though it was lots of fun watching 
Speed in the Wellfleet, Mass., drive-in 
with Raine (the Butch of Summer) 
and Ryan, a hysterically funny queen 
who had just gotten up onstage the 
night before witli a stuffed fox in his 
arms aiid pizza slices on his tits. Now, 
that's mi/ kind of suspense drama 

Speaking of tacky queens, who 
would not be happy for the success 
of The Adventures of PrisciUa, Queen 



of the Desert'l Who couldn't look into 
Terence Stamp's face indefinitely? 
But if a film is going to address- 
even in a light, fun way— how men 
convert campy femininity into some- 
thing transcendent and fine, why 
not go for a sophisticated take on 
biological women and people of 
color? The Asian wife was shrill and 
freaky (read: whore), the white wife 
was unremittingly kind and sweet 
(read: virgin), and the big bar dyke 
was (surprise!) a bully. Don't even 
ask about those fun-loving, name- 
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The Best 
Reason To Sell 
Your Life 
Insurance To 



an ad that more 
poignantly 
describes the 
advantages of 
selling your life 
insurance policy 
and the level of 
service you will 
receive when 
you apply to 
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Uedicated Resources 




DEDICATED^mOURCES 



1.800-677-50Z6 
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MER CRUISE 

Come experience a 
Windjammer barefoot 
sailing. You'll be forever 
spellbound by our magical 
Caribbean ADVenture. 
Relaxing? Absolutely!! 
Boring? NO WAY!! The 
fun never stops as we toss 
ail rules overboard - so 
kick off your shoes, grab 
a swimsuit and come 
along for... 



less aborigines. Still, it was refreshing 
to see a homo's kid who accepts his 
dad's life as a matter of course. This 
family is what Newt Gingrich thinks 
he means when he babbles about 
"the counterculture," and yet the 
father/ son thing could send a family- 
value chill or two up anyone's spine. 

Given my aforementioned snob- 
bery, I guess I should be embar- 
rassed to have liked Neil Jordan's 
Interview With the Vampire, but I 
would see it again simply for the cos- 
tumes and production design as weU 
as for Anne Rice's script. Any vampire 
fbck worth its teeth collapses sex into 
death and death into sex; and while 
lifeless women with blood-spattered 
breasts almost always lie dripping at 
the core of the genre, I did find 
myself wishing that the film had gori- 
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Brad Pitt bums his bridges in 
Interview With the Vampi, 




ly undressed and tortured a few of 
the boys, if just to cinematically and 
erotically even up the score. While 
the making (get the double enten- 
dre?) of Louis the vampire (Brad 
Pitt) by the nefarious Lestat (Tom 
Cruise) sends out an electrical cur- 
rent or two, the rest of the film short- 
circuits that moment, settling for a 
sensibility that's homoerotically po/ite 
Some older women were alienated 
by Co Fish because neither the film- 
maker nor the characters strain to 
unravel life's mysteries. But to me the 
film's strength and real sweetness is 
that it refuses to insist it can unravel 
life's mysteries. Not only does the film 
prove that there's an audience for 
lezzie films in this decade, but it also 
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ays while they fish; when 
lie of the fishermen (Fred 
/ard) goes home, he can't 
nderstand why his wife 
\ni\e Archer), hearing about 
le body just after they've 
lade love, is physically 
rpulsed by his caUousness. 
Like S/ior/ Cuts, 1994's 
eadj/ to Wear (Pret-a-Porter) 
so asks, though in a much 
diter way, if people who live 
de by side actually live ui die 
me worlds. Set in the Paris 
shion scene. Ready to Wear 
5 several stories, creating a 
It cynical meditadon on cos- 
pretense, and identity. Lili 
s an (incidentally) lesbian 
inialist whose camera cap- 

the clothing on a fleeing 
suspect but misses his face; 
Rea plays a power-mad fash- 
agrapher who uses his cam- 
jmiliate power-mad female 
! editors. As ui Altman's The 
/eryone's got something on 
; else— not surprising in a 

and in a world obsessed 
•faces. Although Ready to 
1 comedy, its visually jarring 
Its a stark j'accuse at that 
surfaces. 

ine Peroni is the editor of 
id)/ to Wear and Short Cuts. 
also an out lesbian, and in 
; in which editing is central 
1ms' style, her vision and 
ecdy complement Altman's 
al and improvisational 
ven when the two films are 
impy, the ride suggests the 
'eness and potential and 
of cinema itself. After 70 
talking pictures, is there 
new in the movies? Yes, 
ine what we miglit see after 
j'ears of openly queer films, 
rse, a piece on films for les- 
I gays in 1994 could be five 




y and Kate Winslet take it to 
tbires. 



Joseph E. Seagram & Sons, Inc. 
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Long Road 
to Freedom 



THK AnVOCATK HiSTOKV OF 

THE Gay & Lksbian Movement 



Composed of rare 
photographs, 
interviews with 
poHtical and cultural 
leaders, timelines 
and headlines, this 
exhibit captures the 
defining moments 
of gay and lesbian 
history from 
Stonewall 
to Stonewall 25. 



1994-1995 
National Tour 

January 9-February 3 
Tampa 

Falk Theater 
428 West Kennedy Blvd. 
(across from the University of Tampa) 
(813) 273r8919 

Miami 

To be announced. 
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First there were mail order contact lenses... introducing Frames for Less 

lop Designer 
Hyeglass Frames 
and Sunglasses 



►/If prices far below retail! 

► Call us with the name, 
:v style, size and color of 

the frames you want. 

► You'll get HUGE savings- 
andyour new frames- 
Express! 

► The First - the Best. 




1-800-800-3993 

■jV America's #1 Discount Mail Order Frame Supplier -tr 




Immediate Cash 

for the 
Terminally 111 

As a no-fee advisory service, we will assist you In 
selling your life insurance policy by: 

T Simplifying this complex process 

T Requiring only one application 

T Requesting only one medical report 
from your physician 

▼ Choosing quality viatical companies 

T Negotiating the best offer on your behalf 

T Never charging a service fee to you 

Please call for our complimentary brochure: 
1^800-435-8891 




times as long; apologies to movies that 
I would happily have discussed here. 
A few final notes: Ana Kokkinos's 
On/iy the Brave and Peter Jackson's 
Heavenli/ Creatures boldly stake out 
Australia and New Zealand as home 
for a new genre of killer-lesbian 
teenager movies. Gregg Araki's T otally 
Fucked Up Via* wliat Keality~Bites 
wished it had been, and John Waters's 
Serial Mom is good sick fun. Isaac 
Julicn's The Darker Side of Black, about 
homophobia in dancehall and rap 
music, is intellectually dazzling; Todd 
Haynes's short Dottie Gets Spanked 
looks with irony and feeling at a 6- 
year-old nascently queer boy's erotic 
life, sparked by his love affair widi TY. 

Some of these films were hard to 
fund and almost as hard to find in 
theaters or on television. Even in die 
year of Co Fish\ success, we can't yet 
be complacent about the prevalence 
of queer films. In 199.5, given the 
current political shift and given 
Hollywood's slow crawl toward giv- 
ing us the means to make our own 
movies in our own ways, we will still 
have to fight for our right to see our 
stories on-screen. 

—Jennie Livingston 

Television 

Small sacrifices 

Desjjite a few faux pas, 1994 was 
a siiiprisingly good year for gay 
and lesbian content and charac- 
ters on national television. 
Certainlv the most compelling 
moment (and undoubtedly the high- 
est-rated) was the March 21 Acad- 
emy Awards acceptance speech of 
Tom Hanks, voted Best Aaor for his 
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Hanks and Oscan moving the cynics 




A Viatical Settlement Advisory Servia 
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performance as a gay attorney with 
AIDS in Jonathan Demme's Phil- 
adelphia. Hanks seemed touched by 
some divine spirit as he thanked his 
high school drama teacher and a 
former classmate, "two of the finest 
gay Americans. . .! had the good for- 
tune to be associated with." Later, 




A kiss is not a l(iss: the noneveirt on Melmse 

backstage. Hanks reduced a roomful 
of cynical reporters to tears, talking 
about the tragedy of the epidemic. 

Out power could also be seen on 
The Barbara Walters Special that 
night. For tlie first time, Elton John 
talked proudly of being a gay man. 

Not all the moving moments in 
1994 came amid glitz and klieg 
lights. The AIDS-related death of 
22-year-old activist Pedro Zamora— 
the openly gay cast member of 
MTV's highly regarded The Real 
World—hrou^t a new eloquence to 
the show and underscored both its 
integrity and that of its gay co- 
creator, Jonathan Murray. 

In January, Armistead Maupin's 
Tales of the City on PBS earned some 
of that network's highest ratings 
ever. So it was especially sad when 
PBS nixed a sequel under pressure 
from the radical right. 

The exploratory kiss between 
Roseanne and Mariel Hemingway 
on a March episode of Roseanne's 
top-rated ABC series aired only after 
considerable hand-wringing and 
posturing between the skittish net- 
work and Rosie's people. In the end 
ABC reportedly received only 100 
telephone calls, 75 of which were 
favorable. The network aired a pre- 
show disclaimer advising parental 
discretion. Still, two (of the more 
than 200) ABC affiliates refused to 
carry the episode. 

Gay wedding bells rang for char- 
acters Ron (Doug Ballard) and Erick 
(Don McManus) on the May 2 



installment of the CBS hit Northern 
^j^pftsi/re-although the visionaries at 
Nestle withdrew as sponsors. Alas, 
we did not see the wedding kiss 
between the two men, and their 
recited vows displayed little feeling. 

Viewers of ABC's My So-Called 
Life met Rickie (Wilson Cruz), a 
central character on this canny 
exploration of teenage angst. 
Although Life^ producers say 
Rickie is "not gay" (oh, real- 
ly?), they acknowledge that 
2 the effeminate character is 
bisexual and "exploring." 

Beverly Hills, 90210 and 
Melrose Place continued to fea- 
ture gay characters and 
themes. In an April 90210 
episode, Steve Sanders (Ian 
Ziering) learned that the pres- 
ident of his fraternity was 
gay— and voted to keep the gay 
brother in office. Later in the sea- 
son, though, a kiss between Melrose 
Place's gay character Matt (Doug 
Savant) and a romantic partner 
ended up on the cutting-room floor 
Word has it Fox has a big homo- 
phobic problem at the helm, which 
makes the work of the series' execu- 
tive producer, Aaron Spelling (who 
also gave us 1993's And the Band 
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Gay ptaysiN: /M[k So-CaJHec/ Z^s Cruz 

Played On) all the more meaningful. 

Among a number of series that 
included a gay-themed episode, 
NBC's Sisters was one of the very 
few that featured a continuing les- 
bian character. Norma Lear (Nora 
Dunn). Another was the network's 
new comedy Friends. 

Although Daddy's Girls was one of 
the fall season's first shows to get 
the ax (or as the networks say, "go 
on hiatus"), the Dudley Moore series 



JANIXIT 24, 199S 



THE GUIDE TO GAY SEX SAFELY 

"Outrageous, erotic, stunning. This 
book is wholesome, lifesaving filth for 
the modern queer generation " 
- Holly Johnson (Frankie Goes to Hollywood) 




> 




FREEDOM EDITIONS 

A Cassell Imprint 
Full Color Throughout $19.95 



CONFESSIONS OF A 
JEWISH WAGNERITE 




Being Gay and 
Jewish in America 
Lawrence D. Mass 

"... a brave and 
risky book. . . . that 
should have a 
profound impact on some of the 
central issues of our time. " 

- Martin Duberman 

". . . as penetrating and profound 
as it is stylish and entertaining. " 

- Michaelangelo Signorile 

"daring, touching, sexy, funny, 
searingly honest ... a must for 
every 'opera queen ', gay or 
straight. " - William M. Hoffman 



New from Cassell SI 5.95 Paperback 



Available at bookstores or call 
A DIFFERENT LIGHT Mall Order 
1-800-343-4002 (24hrs) 




Old Woman? Or Young? 

PERCEPTION 

It's a fact that people 
looking at the exact same 
thing can perceive something 
completely different. 

At ImmuneCare we 
don't perceive people with 
HIV-AIDS, cancer, lupus and 
other immune deficiencies as 

dying. We beheve our 
commitment to extending to 
each patient an attitude of 
positivity and wellness can 
make the critical difference in 
the quality of their treatment. 

Our outpatient service 
for HIV is the finest available 
in the country. You can live 
or vacation here confident 
that your medical needs will 
be met. We offer treatment 
therapy, nutritional education, 
psychological counseling 
and preventive medicine to 
meet your immediate and 

long-range needs in 
maintaining the quality of 
your life. 

For more information about 
how ImmuneCare can care for 
you, we invite you or your 
physician to call us. 

Immune@j« 

=^OF KEY WEST^*^= 

305-296-4990 
520 Southard St., Key West, FL 33040 



01994 ImmuneCare 



featured Harvey Fierstein as 
an avuncular gay fashion 
designer. Who knows? Maybe 
Daddy's Girls will return. If it 
does, CBS has already said it 
would consider giving Harvey 
a love interest Ooh, baby. 

ABCs Ellen turned out to 
be tres popular, helped in part 
by its time slot. Ellen 
DeGeneres is a talented, gay- 
friendly performer who 
deserves every ounce of her 
success. Now if only those 
around her would relax a bit. 

Oprah, Phil, SaUy, Geraldo, Jenny, 
and the rest continued to scour the 
talk-show depths for lurid and occa- 
sionally enlightening tales of the gay 
and near gay. Ricki Lake also de- 
buted in midseason syndication. 
She's red-hot among younger view- a 
ers, but please— no more episodes 
like September 15's "I've Decided 
Fm Not Gay Anymore." 

Kudos to the public relations 
genius who convinced Donahue's 
producers to devote an hour to homo 
shows such as Gay Entertainment 
Television's Par^ Talk, seen on cable 
access in a number of cities. Although 
it included a laughably homophobic 
high school principal for "balance," 
the hour helped showcase gay talent, 
including one of our faves, the glam- 
orous Brad Lamm. 

Once again, many of network tele- 
vision's daytime dramas and a num- 
ber of syndicated talk shows hon- 
ored those living with HIV and 
AIDS by taking part in A Day of 
Compassion— the brainchild of 
activist Neil Tadken— with story lines 
and themes reflecting empathy and 
enlightened treatment. 

News coverage of Gay Games IV 
and Stonewall 25 in June was cer- 
tainly better than in previous years. 
Outside the major cities, though, few 
stations did more than mention 
cither history-making event— proof 
that support for gays and lesbians 
may be far more shallow than big- 
city folks imagine. 

In March the furniture company 
Ikea unveiled a TV commercial in 
which a gay couple casually discuss 
their purchase of a dining room 
table. Ironically, one of 1994's most 
matter-of-fact presentations of who 
we are came in this commercial. 

Of course, some incidents of 1 994 
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show that all is not well on the small 
screen. In March a number of local 
stations as well as cable's Family 
Channel (owned by Rev. Pat 
Robertson) aired a special hour-long 
version of the infamous gay-hate 
videck i The Gay Agenda. Robertson's 



The 700 Club also helped publicize 
the work of his Christian Coalition, 
which claims 1 .5 million members in 
about 1,500 local chapters. 

The growth of the radical right can 
be traced in part to the daily forum 
these hatemongers are granted in the 
guise of "religious" programming, 
which goes virtually unregulated by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. It is at our peril that we 
ignore the need for daily national 
programming presenting a balanced 
view of who we are. 

Nevertheless, we're making prog- 
ress. There's every reason to look for- 
ward to 1995. It will be interesting 
to see what effect a Republican 
Congress has on broadcast regula- 
tion and whether the Gingrich effect 
will chill the atmosphere. Keep your 
cards and letters at the ready. 

—Garrett Closer 

Theater 

Tony! Tony! Tony! 

In a review of Claire Chafee's les- 
bian private-eye play^^^ ^ We 
Have a Body, which opened m the > 
fall in New York after a successful 
nin in San Francisco, Variety drama 
critic Jeremy Gerard referred to the 
present as "unquestionably the 
Golden Age of gay- and lesbian- 
thcmcd theater." However prema- 
ture such a pronouncement may 
seem, it refleas the degree to which 
gay themes and characters turned 
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up on New York stages in 1994. 

In June the frequency seemed 
occasion-driven: Aware of the large 
numbers of people in town for 
Stonewall 25 and the Gay Games, 
theaters mounted everything from 
one-person shows (Lisa Kron's 101 
Humiliating Stories shone brightest 
here) to site-specific performance 
pieces (Tina Landau's Stonewall, 
Night Variations brought back the 
historic events of June 1969 by plac- 
ing more than 50 marvelous per- 
formers on a Hudson River pier). 

The cluster of gay material in the 
fall was more difficult to explain. Was 
it coincidental? Political? Part of a 
continuing post-Stonewall artistic 
exploration? Whatever the driving 
motives, in autumn it seemed as if 
every play opening in New York con- 
tained gay men or lesbians. From the 
Five Lesbian Brothers' fluids-filled 
satire The Secretaries and Charles 
Busch's Greenwich Village quipfest 
You Should Be So Lucky to Jon Robin 
Baitz's morally serious conspiracy 
drama A Fair Country, there was 
always a queer figure in the carpet. 
As Buzz— the musicals-mad character 
played by Nathan Lane in Terrence 
> McNally's Love' Valour'. Compassion'.— 
said in an outburst about heterosex- 
uals, "They're everywhere." 

The McNally piece, which opened 
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Homo histoiy: Stonewall, N^M Variations 

a now-sold-out run at the Manhattan 
Theatre Club in November and will 
reope n on Broadway in Feb ruary, 
merged as this year's most/ talked- 
about gay play— and with reason. The 
work marked the emergence of Joe 
Mantello, known until now as the guy 
who played Louis Aronson in Angels 
in America, as a direaor of distinction. 
It provided opportunities for eight 
actors, portraving friends who come 
together at a lakeside retreat over a 
summer, to laugh and cry and scream 
and doff shorts and don tutus. Lane 
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fix)licked so memorably in a bottom- 
exposing floral apron that it was no 
wonder that for weeks at every New 
York party, die buzz was Buzz. 

More than anydiing, though. Love! 
Valour! Compassion! signaled Mc- 
Nally's continuing development. Now 
56, he has kept his career in the the- 
ater for three decades, and his '60s 
roots show. As the new play unfold- 
ed, in fact, I was more than once 
reminded of the gang's-all-here setup 
of Mart Crowley's 1968 drama The 
Boys in the Band. Parallel too were the 
crosscurrents of deception and sub- 
terfuge as well as the pain a longtime 
couple feels within a community of 
free-floating individuals. ("We're role 
models," says one half of McNally's 
bedrock couple. "It's very stressful") 
By evening's end die Crowley echoes 
had receded. McNally's dramaturgy is 
less naturalistic than his prede- 
cessor's. His world is at once angrier 
and funnier, less camp and less self- 
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All rise for Lovel Valour! Compassktal 

hating. Reeling from AIDS, his char- 
acters are men, not boys. 

As accomplished as it was, the 
McNally play did not dominate the 
year the way Tony Kushner's Angels 
in America overshadowed everything 
else during the previous two seasons. 
There was too much else on offer, 
including a new work by Kushner 
called Slavs! Thinking About the 
Longstanding Problems of Virtue and 
Happiness. Since its premiere in the 
spring of 1994 in Louisville, Ky., 
Slavs! has received an all-star readiiig 
in New York for the benefit of the 
Lesbian Avengers, has starred Laurie 
Metcalf in a Chicago production, and 
is also in a run— featuring Marisa 
Toniei— at the New York Theatre 
Workshop. Winter productions are 
planned for New Haven, Conn., and 
Baltimore. While it's hard not to cheer 
all this activity, it's also difficult, given 
the uneven quality of the writing, to 
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feel miirh enthusiasm for the work 
itself A kind of intellec tual liijinks set 
in a disintegrating Soviet Union, the 
play hums widi witty lines and con- 
tains an absorbing romantic triangle 
involving an old bureaucrat, a lesbian 
doctor, and an inteniationalist. But 
no number of scattered pleasures can 
laide die fact diat S/ot j/ feels like out- 
takes from Angeb in America. 

Considered strirtly as a play. Vita 
& Virginia, also opening in New 
York, was likewise undertilled, but 
somehow it didn't matter. The 
evening provided an opportunity to 
watch two commanding English 
actresses— Eileen Atkins as Virginia 
Woolf and Vanessa Redgrave as 
Woolf s longtime friend and some- 
dme lover. Vita Sackville- West— work 
in die high-school auditorium setdng 
of the Union Square Theatre. Atkins 
and Redgrave enaa the Bloomsbury 
women's decades-long correspon- 
dence, and while the exchange is not 
without jealousy, pique, and narcis- 
sism, it's the isolated moments of 
tenderness you Find yourself remem- 
bering. "These sapphists love 
women," a wary Virginia writes as 
Vita unleashes a campaign to win 
her affections. 'Their friendship is 
never untinged with amorosity." 

—Brendan Lemon 




Vanessa Redgrave [left] and Eileen Atkins 
swap words of love in Vita & Virginia. 
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The year 1994 brought no major 
proclamations. No works of 
queer music single-handedly 
overthrew the government, 
brought an end to the AIDS crisis, 
or put Guns N' Roses out of a job. 
But there were plenty of litde ges- 
tures of queemess from musicians 
lesbian and gay, famous and 
obscure, new and old, unquestion- 
ably fabulous and not-so-great 

The king and queen of gay and 
lesbian pop were undoubtedly Elton 
John and Melissa Etheridge. After 
years of "bisexuality" and minor hits, 
John gave gay interviews and found 
himself back on top with his ultra- 
mainstream sound track to TAe Lion 
King, likely the most popular album 
of the year. Etheridge was everj- 
where as the rocker dyke you could 
bring your sister and her redneck 
boyfriend to see. Both artists pre- 
sented themselves as gay role mod- 
els, something we could use more of 
Sandra Bemhard found herself in 
the middle of another controversy 
(shock!) during the Stonewall cele- 
brations by making jokes about her 
overweight sapphic sisters. Her 
amusing music-dominated CD, 
Excuses for Bad Behavior, Part One, 
flopped, and she canceled part of 
her tour. Me'shell NdegeOcello 
spoke out as a lesbian and sang out 
as a heterosexual, scoring a huge hit 
with John Mellencamp, of all people. 
Meanwhile, Bob Mould of the popu- 
lar high-volume rock band Sugar 
begrudgingly came out while 
expressing his rage at anyone who 
miglit want him to be honest about 
himself with his fans. Michael Sdpe 
of R.E.M. didn't even get that close, 
but he finally answered rumors 
about being HIV-positive (he's not) 
and directed a song ("Crush With 
Eyeliner") to a drag queen on the 
band's smash Monster album. Ex- 
cuses for bad behavior indeed. 

Other musicians were more forth- 
coming. After years of kinda coming 
out, the Indigo Girls finally did it 
right with frank interviews, uplifting 
concerts, and a remake of Jesus Christ 
Superstar featuring the Girls in both 
the Mary and Jesus roles. Work! 
It became cool— or at least no big 
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deal— to be gay in the 
alternative rock world. 
Jeff Heiskell of the 
Judybats talked about 
his love of men and 
horses, Josephine Wiggs 
of the Breeders and Kate 
Schellenbach from Lus- 
cious Jackson came out 
as a pair, and same-sex 
kisses cropped up in 
videos by Veruca Salt, 
Stone Temple Pilots, and 
the Juliana Hatfield 
Three. Ex-Curve guitarist 
Debbie Smidi, a fierce black lesbian, 
joined Exhobelly, one of the hottest 
new English groups in years. Blur 
brought back the homo-happy early- 
'80s sound with "Girls and Boys," a 
song about girls who want boys who 
like boys to be girls who do boys— 
or something like that. Morrissey 
finally explicitly addressed a love 
song to a man. Multipladnum punks 
Green Day toured widi the militant 
homosexuals of Pansy Division. 
Queer punks united in the OutPunk 
Dance Party compilation to mourn 
the death of Nirvana's Kurt Cobain. 

The dance-pop set was just as 
active. The Pet Shop Boys sang the 
Noel Coward oldie "If Love Were 
Air on one of their import singles, 
not changing the gender of the 
phrase "the more you love a man." 
Erasure released / Say I Say I Say, an 
elegiac song cycle mourning a lover 
who dies of AIDS. Alison Moyet 
turned Jules Shear's "Whispering 
Your Name"— originally about a het- 
ero love triangle— into a bisexual tan- 
gle. Holly Johnsoa the fonner voice 
of Frankie Goes to Hollywood, enu- 
merated gay heroes on his single 
"Legendary Children (All of Them 
Queer)" and appeared on the latest 

RANDEE ST. NICHOLAS 

Etheridge: 
Coming out made 
her rich. 
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album by Grammy-win- 
ning Japanese composer 
Ryuidii Sakamoto singing 
straightforwardly about 
hate and homophobia 

Although Madonna 
asserted her heterosexu- 
al ity while courting the 
hip-hop set, Kylie Mi- 
nogue, the Australian 
Madonna, turned up the 
gay-friendly heat. Casa- 
blanca, the gayest and 
most successful disco 
label of the '70s, released 
a priceless boxed set of queer-inten- 
sive dance-floor classics. Deejay 
Junior Vasquez set dubs on fire with 
"Get Your Hands OfT My Man." 

Old-school homosexuals experi- 
enced heaven on earth during the 
long-awaited, overpriced tours by 
Barbra Streisand, who spoke elo- 
quendy on acceptance for gays, and 
Bette Midler, who spoke her mind on 
just about everything. Kitsch connois- 
seurs sent the 
camp - heavy 
sound track for 
The Adventures of 
Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert up 
the charts and 
reveled in a Car- 
penters tribute 
album featuring 
Sonic Youdi and 
Shonen Knife. 
The '80s revival nearly overtook the 
'70s revival as tours by the Pretenders 
and the Go-Go's turned into massive 
gay and lesbian bonding rituals. The 
icon of '70s love, Barry White, was 
quoted in Entertainment Weekly as 
saying, "I don't give a fuck whether 
you're gay or straiglit" In 1 994, being 
gay in the pop music world was less 
of an obstacle than ever before. 
Someday soon it may even be an 
advantage. 

—Barry Walters 

Books 

Dead poets society 

kcople who follow gay lit will 
'rcuKMnber 1994 as the year the 
novel took a beating. Some of 
its most artful and dynamic 
practitioners died, including David 
Feinberg, Christopher Coe, and 
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Harry Kondoleon. Others, such as 
Sarah Schulman, Dorothy AlHson, 
and Paul Monette, turned briefly to 
other forms, especially the essay. 
Well-known novelists like Felice 
Picano and Ethan Mordden were not 
ready in time to deliver their promis- 
ing new manuscripts in 1 994, while a 
few writers simply weren't in the 
mood to share. Dale Peck was award- 
ed a Guggenlieim fellowsliip and ran 
away to France— or threatened to. 
David Leavitt got sideswiped by 
British writer Stephen Spender, 
whose remarks about Leavitt's 
allegedly plagiarized 1993 novel 
While England Sleeps may be die most 
famous words die nonagenarian poet 
and memoirist has ever published. 

Finally, once and future novelist 
Larry Kramer attempted to drive a 
stake througli the novel in the pages 
of The Advocate. Complaining in one 
of his columns that current gay nov- 
els aren't big enough, he wrote, "I 
can't tell you one novel by a gay man 
I've read in I can't remember how 
long that I can recall impressing me 
enough to say to myself, Hei/, this 
gui/s big-time!^ Ever the literary size 
queen, Kramer seems to think that 
novel writing is stricdy a man's job. 
Perhaps he missed Heather Lewis's 
House Rules, the year's most harrow- 
ing book. Lewis writes in a style so 
muscular and yet so supple that 
it makes a lot of self-consciously 
poetic work by "big-time" gay male 
novelists look merely pumped-up in 
comparison. Kramer may also have 
overlooked Dennis Cooper's as- 
tonishingly tender Tri/ and Peter 
Cameron's affectionate and acerbic 
story of homosexuals in love and 
trouble. The Weekend 

Kramer waxes nostalgic for an era 
in which the novel was central to 
emerging gay culture and its writers 
were exclusively men whose vision of 
homosexuality comprised an aesthet- 
ic of male beauty and high European 
art. Yet the past year has proved that 
neither the novel nor the conscience 
of a group of oversexed Europhiles is 
central to the homosexual impulse- 
in life or in Lterature. hidispensable 
books by gays and lesbians pub- 
lished in the past year range from 
queer comic-strip artist Jennifer 
Camper's Rude Girls and Dangerous 
Women to editor Mark Thompson's 
Gai/ Soul, an alternately startling and 
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SCREEN SAVER 



^ Moke 0 statement 
without saying a word! 

► Over 30 different screen savers 
and wall-paper images included 

^ Easy to install 

► Perfect for home or office 
^ For Windows and Mac 

► Password protected i 
^ 10% of profits donated to 

Gay and Lesbian causes 

MORE SAMPLE SCREENS: 





SAMPLE SCREtNS: 

Doncing Triangles, 
Olid Male Model #3 
(nudity-(ree tofhvara): 



>oiiib«*nag 



Bouncing Ribbon Star 

Gondflf Icons Field 



To order call: 24 hours/7 days 

BOO 841-8882 

VISA/MaiterCard/American Express accepted 

Or send ched( or money order to PkidiSavik, Box 1239, 
Sonta Monica Blvd., West Hollywood, CA 90041-5912 




PlMMifKifyJ 1/2' or 
SIM'fonrat.PCofMoc 



-l-SlSCll 

U i«idmh odd ajS% mI« loi 

Sfttem Requirvmentl: 
Windom 3.0 or higher 
VGA/2M colon recommended 



Internationally, those who want to 
maximize their defense systems, 
choose Ecomer 

The integrity of the immune system has become more important than ever 
before and alkylglycerols, as found in mother's milk, liver oil, bone marrow, 
play a vital role in the activity of white cells in sharks and humans. 

Often called the perfect living machine, the shark remains unyielding to 
mutation for over 400 million years and many viruses and diseases such as 
cancer. 

Shark liver oil has been used preventatively in Scandinavian countries for 
centuries. 

Ecomer maintains the active state of the alkylglycerols (naturally occunng 
immune chemicals) in the shark liver oil. 

Unnecessary fats, impuhties and Vitamins A & D have been removed. 

Ecomer is highly recommended by life extension specialists as alternative 
health care and by natural health physicians for daily preventative care. 

The only shark product backed by over 40 years of research, used worldwide 
by hospitals, clinics and research laboratories, with a U.S. patent and 
decades of everyday use by millions. 

an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure 



SCANDINAVIAN PUR£ & NATURA 
Ask lor Ecomer in better healtti food stores or call Scandinavian Naturals at 
1 -800-688-2276 to order Ecomer today 
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In Memoriam Of Our Founder, Cecil Ray deLoach (1952-1991) 
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Tine Medical Escrow 
Society Jielp you! 



Our Advance Cash Benefits program allows someone facing a life threatening illness, 
with up to a five year life expectancy, to obtain immediate cash from their life insurance 
coverage in order to improve their quality of life and fulfill wishes and desires. 

The Medical Escrow Society is the oldest and largest advocate for the insured. We 
represent you to several benefactor groups, in order to obtain the highest cash offer tor 
your life insurance coverage. We will assist you regardless of whether your policy is an 
individual or group, large or small. 

Our service is quidt, strictly confidential, and requires only one simple application. 
There Is no cost and no obligation. 

Call now for more informVon! A personal representative is available 24 hours a day 
to assist and help you. 



The Medical Escrow Society... 
Jiere Today, Jbryour 
Tomorrow! 



1-800-422-1314 



Founding Member, National Viatical Association 
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FOR SALE IN BEAUTIFUL NAPLES. FLORIDA 
Completely private French Pavilion built to last a thousand years. 

Marble floors, French mouldings, gourmet kitchen, 
master bedroom off swimming pool with gazebo, 2 guest suites, 
security system in a lovely gatecTcommunity. 

Naples boasts white sand beaches, sunshine year-round, endless cultural 
activities & low crime, please call LARRY BRESNAHAN at (813) 261-4079. 
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life-affirming collection of interviews 
on spirituality, to memoirist Law- 
rence D. Mass's Confessions of a Jewish 
fVagnerite, a funny and perceptive 
meditation on being American and 
Jewish and gay all at once. 

The novel was never fashioned as 
a tool to render the whole landscape 
of gay and lesbian culture. Kramer 
should be grateful that in the past 
few years, historians and poets and 
humorists and biographers have 
emerged with talent enough to re- 
create enure epochs and to capture 
a single human exchange. Decades 
of gay male history were recovered 
by Yale University's George 
Chauncey in Gaj/ New York 1890- 
1940, a book that manages to be 
both academic and sexy. According 
to Chauncey, drag 
queens were roam- 
ing the streets of 
Manhattan as early 
as the 1890s, while 
in 1910 immigrant 
men were having 
sex with each oth- 
er in a Broadway 
bathhouse until they had enough 
money saved to send back home for 
their wives. 

Chauncey covers half a century; 
poet Mark Doty conveys the yearning 
of a second half in his 1994 National 
Book Critics Circle Award-winning 
woXumci Mt ^ Alexandria. Gay and les- y x, 
bian poets tumbled out of their gar- 0 
rets this year fully formed, with 
breathtaking and diverse manu- 
scripts in hand. In her new volume. 
Winter Numbers, and her Selected 
Poems 1965-1995, Marilyn Hacker's 
formalist poetry is flexible and fear- 
less enough to address desire and 
death wisely and humorously. David 
Trinidad spins out postmodern lyrics 
and laments in his Answer Song, 
which addresses the nuances of loss, 
from Patty Duke's mad scene in 
Valley of the Dolls to poet Tim 
Dlugos's death from AIDS. 

Life at the end of the 20th century 
is already so much like a bad novel 
that it hardly seems 
possible to squeeze 
a good novel out of 
it Some of the most 
compelling gay and 
lesbian fiction writ- 
ers published essay 
collections in 1994. 
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Dorothy Allison's 
S/:in: Talking About 
Sex, Class, and Lit- 
erature; Sarah Schul- 
man's Afy American 
History: Lesbian and 
Gay Life During the 
Reagan/Bush Years; 
Paul Monette's Last 
Watch of the Night: Essays Too 
Personal and Otherwise; and David 
Feinberg's Queer and Loathing: Rants 
and Raves of a Raging AIDS Queai 
are books in which established nov- 
elists struggle poignantly to get the 
truth about their lives on paper 
without relying on the comforting 
conventions of fiction. Yet these 
writers bring all of their novelists' 
gifts to the essay form— a sense of 
story, an eye for detail and an illu- 
minadon of character that is missing 
from mere journalism. 

Then there are writers like Paul 
Rudnick and David Sedaris who pick 
the essay form because it gives them 
an opportunity and an excuse to be 
fumiy. Rudnick may be the funniest 
man on the planet, especially when 
he is allowed to pose as film critic 
Libby Gelman-Waxner in If You Ask 
Me, a coUecdon of pieces originally 
published in Premiere magazine. 
There is something deliglitfully sub- 
versive about Rudnick's finding a 
way to call Demiis Quaid "my spiri- 
tual fiance" and make straiglit read- 
ers love him for it But who couldn't 
love someone, man or woman, who 
notices that 'Daniel Day-Lewis is 
Laurence Olivier with genitals"? 
Sedaris is more cerebral but no less 
deliglitful in his collecdon of stories 
and essays. Barrel Fever, in which 
when asked by a doc- 
tor whether he 
smokes, Sedaris drily 
replies, "Only ciga- 
rettes and pot. ' 

However, for read- 
ers who still crave big 
novels, there is British 
author Alan Holling- 
hurst's second tome. 
Star. Hollinghurst has a reputation 
as a purveyor of high homosexual 
art, in part because his work, like 
much canonized male homosexual 
literature, involves sexually predato- 
ry white men on die prowl for dark- 
skinned boys to gratify them. A 
more authentic depiction of the 




The Folding 




lives of black gay men shows up in 
James Earl Hardy's B-Boy Blues, 
which is about a couple of home- 
boys who fall in love. There are still 
modestly sized but intensely plea- 
surable works of fiaion available for 
readers searching not for volume 
but for truth. Poet and fiction writer 
Eileen Myles published a sublimely 
hectic, raucously casual collection of 
short stories, Chelsea Girls. Myles's 
stories of women in love with each 
other, high on booze and pills or 
down low in the 
streets of downtown 
Manhattan or work- 
ing-class Boston, is 
simply the most per- 
fect book of the year. 

There you have it: 
Larr)' Kramer's read- 
ing list. To end at the beginning, 
this year in review is dedicated to 
David Feinberg, who died in 
November, a few weeks short of his 
38di birdiday. David has been eulo- 
gized in the straight and gay press 
as an AIDS martyr and HFV activist, 
but he thought of himself primarily 
as a novelist. The week before he 
died, he was taking notes for a 
viciously revealing family saga, his 
entry into the stakes for the most 
relendessly self-aggrandizing faggot 
novel of the century. He called it My 
Secret History. He picked the tide not 
because he liked it, he said, 
but because Larry Kramer had 
already taken for his latest play the 
most perfect name for every gay 
male novel ever written: The Destiny 
of Me. A novel after ail is the record 
of a single voice. However loud, 
however eloquent, however timely, 
however heart-stoppingly short- 
lived: Clearly, a single voice is not 
enough for us now. 

—John fVeir 

The reviewers... 

• Jennie Livingston wrote and 
directed 1991's Paris Is Burning. 

• Garrett Glaser covers entertain- 
ment, media, and popular culture 
for KNBC-TV in Los Angeles. 

• Brendan Lemon is cultural editor 
at Tlie New Yorker. 

• Barry Waiters is the pop-music 
critic for the San Francisco Examiner. 

• John Weir is the author of Tlie ine- 
versible Decline of Eddie Socket. 
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Now available for the first 
time on video cassette 



Man for Man 
Vol. 1 

AT LASX A VIDEO 
QUARTERLY FOR 
GAY MEN. 



Just 
$39.95 

Plus $6.00 S/H 

Order Item# 
AV 8053 
We Accept 
Visa. MC & 
Amex 



4 EROTIC STORIES featuring 

8 fabulous men baring all. 
Plus travel, clubs and fashion. 




Call for our complete catalog 
Water Bearer Films, Inc. 

205 West End Ave. New York. NY 10023 
(212) 580-8185 



1-800-551-8304 
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Damron 
Address Book 

D<U(ROf 



The indis- 
pensable guide 
for gay men! 
AAore accurate 
and complete 
thon ever 
before. Over 
8,000 listings 
of bars, 
restaurants, 
accommoda- 
tions, help 
lines, publi- 
cations and cruisy areas. 

If you travel anywhere in the U.S., 
Canada or Mexico, Damron will be 
your easy connection to all the gayest 
places. 640 pages. $ 1 3.95 (AB95| 

On Sale at Your Lo<al Bookstore or 
Order Dire<t from The Advocate: 

(800) 827-0561 

(AA-F, 7;30am to 1 0pm Central Time) 
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CypRESs House 

A spot is uviitingfor yo/i 
by the pool 

Enjoy pure luxmy in 
Old Key West 

The people. ..the pldce. . . 
the imwiaiice. 



1-800-525-2488 
\ 1-305-294-6969 

601 Caroline St. 
Key West, FL C 
33040 




Call or write for a free brochure 



Come Sun Your Buns 
By Our New Pool! 




Exclusively for Men •11/2 blocks to Duval 

Large Rooms & Apartments with Private Bath 
AC, Bahama Fans & Complimentary Breakfast. 
623 Southard St.. Key West. FL 33040 

305-294-1866 • 800-294-1866 



••Highly recommended." 



"One of Key West's most impressive 
and refined lodgings." 

- The Advocate 

"Iiitini.ite... nicely done." 

- Conde Nast Traveler 



THE 



BRASS KEY 



GUESTHOUSE 
KcyWe-st • 1- 800-952-^1 

Al».ln rt,.>irK.I..»i, 



^^o^^^^ retort, 
IrO .^*^* cal( 1.800-833-2299 



Ambiance 
Quality '« Service 

Unparalleled 
Men's Guesthouses 

Oasis & 
CoralTreeInn 

For Information or Brochure: 

800-362-7477 

82.5*822 Fleming .St., Kcv West, FL 33040 



RubyS 





At the heart of everything 

So rii-iny 1 : ^ . /' ' ■ . i -1 I ■ : : . 
u-clusn;<l Just h.!lr .! t .'iAf !" til lyj'.Ar ,: lii^uiy [.yi.i f", ', 
sumptucxjs beds, supcnhick lowels. A lull txeaWast served 

poolside each mcxmng Ttic ctwm dt ttie hcxise. 

[tie lusfmess ol Utc pocrf - you II Ittl right home. 
t/^ rooms witfi /VC ceiJng IcTns. rdnqcraof-tars, color TV 

f" (KTipltrTt'Tir.frv \y< - f. i\r, ( - « I Ik u,f, I 

409 Appelrouth Lone, • Key West, FL 33040 
305-296-2323 •1-800 -4 77-RUBY 
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Key Lodge in Key West 




It's like staying with a friend . . . 1 •800«458» 1296 

Key Lodge is a little different. We're in thie heort of old town. Ttie environment 
is friendly and private . . . the company, mixed. Our accommodations are 
first rate. Individually decorated rooms, eachi with color TV, AC, refrigerator, 
phone and ceiling fan. Heated pool. Color brochure available. 

1004-A DUVAL ST. KEY WEST, FL 33040 • (305) 296-9915 / 296-9750 



PRIVATE FRIENDLY FUN 



A Guesthouse for Men. 

LIME. 

HOUSE 



BeautHul Gardens BeautituI Rooms. Beautiful Men. 

Pool & Spa, Nude Sunning, Private Baths. Kitchens. 
Phones, TV & AC. 2 Blocks to Duval St, 

800-374-4242 • 305-296-2978 
FAX 305-294-5858 

219 Elizabeth SL, Key West. FL 33040 
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Rem [his house tor the price ot a hotel room. 

Sales / Vacation Rentals 

526 Southard Street, Kev West, l-L 33040 
l-(800) 654-5131 • (305) 294-3064 




LIGHTHOUSE COURT 

At Historii Koy West I ii;hth()uso, 
an exquisitely reldxed (.impound ol 
cottiiges, rooms, suites .ind apartments, 
nestled in over a half-acre of sundecks 
and tropical gardens, lust a block from 
Duval Street Bars, Restaurants and Shops. 
Heated pool, lacuz^i. Health Club, Cal'e 
anti Bar , at ross from Hemingway's house. 
902 Whitehead, Key West, FL 33040 
(305) 294-9588 

KEY WEST 




CURRY HOUSE 

K.KY WRST S PREMIER GUESTHOUSE FOR MEN 
Key West's original bed & breakfast 
exclusivclv serving men for more than 
20 years, friendly. Elegant. Affordable. 
Large Pool & Jacuzzi 

(305) 294-6777 • (800) 633-7439 
806 Fleming St., Key West, FL 33040 




etdumq "Tea liy ticc Seft" 
Kcij lUeirf'd Vnmim lea Dohcb | 

SIO SOUTH ST • KEY WEST FL 330<>0- USA 
30S.296.21.91 -800. SZ6.3$S9 



Sea Isle 

More than a 
guesthouse. . .Paradise 

Secluded sundecks • Poolside breakfast 
Fully-equipf)ed gym • Off-streel parking 
Many more amenities-call for details 

800-995-4786 • 305-294-5188 

915 Windsor Lane • Key West, Fl. 33040 



EXPERIENCE. 



YOLRDi 



Destinations 



XAV TO OL R V:ORLD 
Distinctive I oitgings^ 
for Men & Wometij^ 
with p'lipaibtUeM 
Stniie 

1-800-ARRIVAL 
305-532-9341 
fax: 305-534-0362 

South Miami Beach, 
6i SaTi Jose, Costa Rica 

"jj^jU^gf, I PUue - Bm-A State of Mind" 




(iuesthou.sc for Gay Men. Sun or Swim Nude 

V.jiir tropK.il rt-trcii m Key WtM. Quiet, sccliiJcJ. 
rotn.mtic location. .-Ml txxtnis with .-XCn^'- 
MtvK-st r;itL->, C j'tuinciiMl hrcLikt.i^i ukIiiJcJ 

Newton Street Station 

414 Newton St., Key West. FL H040 
.sOO-248-2457 305-294-4288 
l-.AX 30S-292-5062 



COCONUT GROVE 
GUESTHOUSE 



P,iniir,iiiu<. R. lollop SiiiKlcik^ • SclIikIlvI W'oovl 
LVcki J Pool • Rcl.ixcJ llospituiitv • Tropic.il 
Ek'ULiiKC • .Apnrtmcnts .Also Av;ilhili|c 
S17 Hk-miiii; Si. • Kcv West. M 33040 
(305) 296-5107 (800) 262-6055 



Larse Pool & Spa In a Tropical Garden Scttin3 

Friendly, Relaxed Atmosphere, 
Competitive Rates. All Rooms With Private Bath 

Enjoy the Best Vacation of Your Life! 

Your Hosts, Jim & Tonn 




PINES 



Call or Write For Our Color Brochure 
521 United St., Key West, FL 33040 

305-296-7467 • 800-28Q-PINE 
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fcsen..ilirir»s or mt<irm,ilion call I 6^4 '»'M ' ' 

ALEXANDER'S 

I , I I I ^ I I I I ) U s I 
I I I s I kriiinn Sinil Key West. ITorida ?i(Mn 



iraveling with HIV? 



Key West offers the finest 
outpatient service available in 

the country for HIV. 

If you are HIV positive, you con vocation 
in Key West with thie confidence that all 
your medical needs can be taken 
core of here. 

Call m (or ii free hiK'hun. 

Immunefi^re 

^=ur KtV VVLSI=^ 

520 Southard Street, Key West, FL 33040 
305-296-4990 




DUYAL HOUIE 
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Escape... To our Historic inn with 
breezy tropical gardens in the heart of 
Old Town.., all welcome, 

815 Duval St./Kev West, FL 33040 
(3051 294-1666 • 800-22-I)lA \1. 
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BMWi'Mercedes Specialists 
Since 1974 



The Little Garage 
Concerned Maintenance 
For BMW and Other German 
Motor Cars 

:<*-i048th Avenue. Woodside, New York 11377 
(718) 446-3670 

24-Hour Phone Message Retrieval 
Pick-Up & Delivery 




On u'tlh water O/J u'ltit batftii^il! 
Lasts .J-5 da^s! 
'Finl^TriangUs 'ta(j(es & 'Many More 
•\aintm's Snalifs Oitr .<0 Sfteeis of 

Cjaij Triiial ■Dragons liatj 'nesiqns 



l-or a l-'REIi ■sample shccl o\' Di>n Ling's 
SKIN SCLNliS'^' Ti.-iii|X>iar) Tallixis and 
I-RI:E color hriK'huros phone: 

l-l«M>-247-68i7 

Dun Line's Removable Tattofis'^ 

P.O. Box Mn ■ I02 2nd Si. S. 
BullcrliL-ld. MN 56120 



Gay & Lesbian Literature 

A DIFFERENT LIGHT 
BOOKSTORE 



OUR BOOKS/OUR ISSUES 
OVER 15,000 TITLES 

Videos ' Recordings • Cards 
Calendars - Gay/ Lesbian Journals 
From Around America 

NEW YORK 

151 West 19th Street, 212-989-4850 

SAN FRANCISCO 

489 Castro Street. 41 5-43 1-0891 

WEST HOLLYWOOD 

8853 Santa Monica. 3 10-854-6601 



MAIL ORDER CATALOG 

Call 1-800-343-4002/212-989-4850 



LUXURY PENTHOUSES 
&TOWNHOMESON 
THE OCEAN! 
South Beach 




Travel Around 
The World 
Teaching English! 



' You Don't Need Teaching Experience 
' You Don't Need A Second Language 
' 4 Week Intensive Courses Start .Monthly 
' Jobs .\vailablc Thn>ughout the World 
' Lifetime Job Placement .Assistance 
' Friendh . Professional Trainers. KW With 
Fxpcriencc Teaching English ,\broad 

New World 
Teachers 

P.O. Box 1 >(HS 
San Francisco CA 94142-0425 
K-.Mail: TcarherJSF(<i'aol,com 

800-644-5424 

Call lor more inloniiatioii and firoc packet 




EYE WANT YOU! 

To call today to place your order or get a 
FREEBROCH 



*,HUREII 
Save up to 




0> 



or more on all 
brands & RX'S of 
CONTACTLENSESII 



PROUD TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY 

CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS 
OF NATIONWIDE SERVICEI 

1-800-SEE-N-SAV 

P 0 BOX 906 CtDAR RAPIDS. lA 52406 1-800-733-6728 





Exotic Body Jewelry 



Call for Catalog S4.0() 
BUS: 813-788-0147 
TEL: 800-848-RING 
FAX: 813-782-0180 

Silver Anchor Enterprises 



P.O. Box -60. Ocpi. I!, 
(:r>sial .Springs, FL .»S2-i-0?60 

Amex ♦ V/SA ♦ Discover ♦ 
Mastercard 




100% PURE KONACOFFEL 
1-800-AiLOiHA-2-U 1 
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Greek feland 
Odyssey 




SPRING SPECIAL E'^ri^Bird From 

• 7 Day Yacht Cruise ij) I 
•2 Nights Athens 

• City Tour & Transfers 



797 




26 Sixth St., Suite 504, Stamford, CT 06905 
Tel: 1-800-938-7929, Fax: 203-969-0799 



S£E>I TWE N€W 

IA5 VE0A5? 

GET READY FOR 
THE TIME OF YOUR 
UFE... 

Frolic In tht lond of Iht phoroahs, 
bask in the spkndor of ttw Roman Empin, 
or rtlu on the shores ol row o«n 
printe island. 

The dioice is yours. The pleasure is oon. 

PLAYERS EXPRESS 
VACATIONS 

Pronini IIh finet in 107 1 UMm UtidHhu Vi|B 

1-800-667-5607 

Astat>oufourcoi7V'inTBnt>/yg€iyiiatxsgucie 





^ HIDDEN^ 

The travel guide to San Francisco 
and Northern California. First- 
hand descriptions and in-depth 
coverage make this the perfect 
book for the adventure-minded. 
Along with general listings, there 
is detailed information for gay and 
lesbian travelers. $74.95 



Free catalog! 

To order call 
800-377-2542 

ULYSSES 
PRESS 





to the queen city of tKe world . . . and one of 
tKe nicest affordable liotels in San Francisco 
to enjoy tke City's gay life! 




415-474-4664 / 1-800-453-7739 

684 Ellis Street • San Francisco, CA 94109 



Thailand 




Call or write for a brochure: 

TOURS TO PARADISE 

P.O. Box 3656 - AD, 
Los Angeles, CA 90078-3656 
(213) 962-9169 
FAX: (213) 962-3236 



HOMO HOLIDAYS 



New Zealand Adventure 

February 15 -March 1,1995 



African Safari In Tanzania 

March 6 -21, 1995 



Luth Life In Cotia Rica 

March 31 - April 9. 1995 



Barging In AisaceA-orralne, Franca 

April 18-28. 1995 



The Queen't Birthday In Amtlerdam 

April 28 -May 6, 1995 



Call or write for details! 

TOTO « 
TOURS' 

1326 W.Albion • Oh icago.lL 60626 

800 - 565 - 1241 

Also Available Through Your IGTA Travel Agent 




A PRIVATE RESORT HOTEL 

In the Heart of 
the San Lorenzo District 

Private Patios * Deluxe Room.s 
Poolside Suites 
TV's * VCR's * Phones 
Refrigerators 

641 San Lorenzo Road, 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
619/325-5269 
800/621-6973 
FAX: 619/320-9535 
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tintque ^ ^ 
wedding 
rings in all 

colors A 




Itite for our free 
portfolio of designs and 
ordering information: 
527 Third Avenue 
Suite 425 
NewYorlc. NY 10016 



]ands of Distinction 



THE BEST FILMS 
YOU NEVER SAW. 



Now you can rent or buy videos by mail 
of over 2,500 hard-to-find quality films, 
including Forbidden Love: The Unashamed 
Stories of Lesbian Lives, I Am My Own 
Woman, Savage Nights, Tongues Untied, 
Zero Patience, The Life And Times Of 
Allen Ginsberg, and Zero Patience. 

Our collection includes foreign 
films, limited releases, independents, 
documentaries and classics. 

It's simple and inexpensive. Roger 
Ebert hails it as "... an idea whose time 
has come." Call or write for free 
information and a list of films. 
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1-800-258-3456 

Hwiie Film Festival* 

P.O. Box 2032, Scranton, PA I8.i01 



Gifts for At Least 10% 
OF YoiiK Holiday List I 



TLA's Fall 1994 
GAY and 
LESBIAN 
Video Catalog 

• Huge Selection! 



:rr£fsr.- t Low Prices! 




Ouerelle $13.45, Without You I'm Nothing S1 7.98, 
Can't Stop the Music S13,50, Fantasy Men $39,95, 
Fortunes Mens Eyes SM. 98, OriandoS29.95 

Call Now for Your FREE Catalog! 
1-800-333-8521 

tift H Proudly Serving the Gay 
%W 19 Zi^ Community Since 1983 

VIDEO 
1520 Locust St. Ste. 200, Philadelphia. PA 19102 




MALE SCULPTURE 

Brochure Three Dollars 

\V A Y N E S .4 R T 

Box 625 Ocpl. 105 
Fl. Lauderdale, FL 3.1302 



Condoms 

Mail Order 

45 mixed variety 
condoms for 

$995 

Mail $9.95 Check or 
Bank Money Order to: 

THE CONDOM CONNECTION 
P.O. Box 672 
Sevema Park, MD 21146 
1-800-859-0397 

All oondoms sold by 
THE CONDOM CONNECTION are 
Latex condoms made in the U.S.A. 




ACoLLECTiONOf Sophisticated, 
Provocative, IllostrationsforMen 

Call: 1 -800-366-1969 

W.S.A. A/.i.s/«vt;.j/c/. O/--,. ore/. AMEX 
fjr. N(vi(-/ ( ht^i k ftr njitnt^n order to: 

Illumination PaeucATioNS 

Box 1 709 1 . Boulder. CO 80308 



America's Largest 
Gay/Lesbian Computer 
Information Service 




-Our 10th Year- 




National 
Gay/Bi/Lesbian 
Online Service 

Local calling (rom over 800 LJS cities 
Live chat in private or group settings 
Find your date in tt>e online matchmaker 
National conferences and messaging 
Online interactive games 
Internet access available 
Huge file library - 100.000+ files 
Low access rates 
Plus much, much more 

Call by modem for your local access 
numtier and sign-up Information: 

415-383^2983 

set modem to 8/N/1 
adults over 18 please 
gay owned and operated 




MODEM 

MEN 

America's only FREE, no 
membership fee all GA/ BBS 
Over 5CXD0+ calls daily with 
lots of guys chatting and 
partying f-1 Also check out 
the sizzUng GIF3 



NEVER 

A CHARGE! o^^«i 



CALL US WITH 
YOUR COMPUTER! 
(718)951-8256 

(modem) 



Marketspacie 



REAL ES1ATE AGENTS 



NATIONWIDE 

★ CROSSROADS ★ 
REAL ESTATE 
REFERRALS 

1-800-4 GAY RELO 

(1-800-442-9735) 

Buying? Selling? Reloca'.ing? Call for a 

knowledgeable Realtof anywhere... 
nationwide! Realtor Referra s welcome. 

NATIONAL GAY \ REALTOR REFERRALS 

Relocating? Buying? Selling? FREE 
Referrals to Gay/Lesbian Realtor any USA 
City! (No rentals) Community Referrals, 
since 1977! Toll free 1 800-346-5592 
(Realtors-call for FREE Tiembershipl 

RE/MAX HORIZONS 

REAL ESTATE REFERRALS NETWORK 

Gay Professional Realtors Nationwide 
l-800-73fr6645 TALK TO RAYII 

ARIZONA 



TUCSON 




DEAN GROTH, CRS, GRI 

Mult-Million Dollar Producer 
Roy Long Realty Co., Inc. 
(0)1-800-279-2211 
(O)(602) 326-1122 
(R)(602) 323-3313 



ATTENTION ADVERTISERS 

Check your ad carefully when it initially 
appears. We cannot be responsible for 
errors or minor copy changes after the first 
issue of publication. If you fiid an error, 
please contact our classif ed department 
immediately for corrections. The Advocate 
assumes no financial responsibility for error 

or omission of copy. This publication 
reserves the right to reject, cancel, edit and 
determine the proper classification of any 
classified ad at any time 

Sphoenix scottsdale 



I JOHN WALSH 
I SAM WERCINSKI 

RE/MAX TOWN CENTER REALTY 



800.934.1990 
602.947.5 ,00 





PHOENIX/ 
SCOTTSDALE 




Residential Specuiiisi 




HOME 
(602) 957-6969 


DAVID ATKINS 

REALTY rvrr-ITIV^S 


(800 


4*5-SOLD 

(76531 



SO. CAUFORNIA 



PALM SPRINGS 



Tbonuis E. StelTcn 

Realtor Associate 



REAUDRS 

Business 

1619) 778-6200 
PAQtR 

(619) 864-2805 
MA 325I0B9 



— 25 years sales experience — 

1 0% OF MY COMMISSION 

DONATED TO 
YOUR FAVORrrE CHARITY 



DON & ROGER 

The deserts hardest working Gay realtors 

SELL PALM SPRINGS! 

12 year local Gay real estate experts 

REMAX 800-831-5391 



SANTA BARBARA 

" Wt know Faradisi" 

JON R. GATHERCOLE, Mgr. 
CLAUDE RAFFIN, Broker 

SPECTRUM REALTY 
(805) 963-3431 or (80S) 966-5660 



COLORADO 



BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN AN EXTRAORDINARY 
ROCKIES BRIGADOON: 

ONLY 8 MAGICAL AND PRIVATE 
PARCELS WILL BE RESERVED FOR 
DISCERNING BUYERS ON SECLUDED 
SECTIONS OF A LUXURY GAY GUEST 
RANCH IN COLORADO. ACCESS TO 
lOOO'S OF FORESTED ACRES PLUS 
RANCH AfVIENITIES. NESTLED IN 
PRIVATE PARADISE NEAR SKIING 
GOLF, AIRSTRIP & PROGRESSIVE 
COMMUNITY. EXPANSIVE HOMESITES 
STARTING AT $550,000. CAU US 

SUSAN HARRIS REALTY 

FOR INFORMATION ON THIS & 
OTHER EXQUISITE OFFERINGS. 

80^820-5668 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

RUSS GAMBLE 

For the Best in Buyer Representation 
DCs Only Architect. MBA, GRI. Broker 
(202) 387-5192 * FAX (202) 387-2075 
BRIAN LOGAN REAL ESTATE 



FLORIDA 



SARASOTA 

A mecca for culture, the arts and our 
lifestyle on Florida's Gulf Coast. For 
professional service & someone who cares 

CALL STAN HAIDL 

The Prudential Rorida Realty 
813-36&«070 or toll free 800-766-1610 

ORLANDO 

The Prudential Rorida Realty 
Vic Brown & Joel Schechter 1 800 DETAILS 

TAMPA BAY AREA 

BUYERS AGENT 
I REPRESENT YOUII 

Call tor Relocation Video Tape and Info. 

STEVE FARST 

RE/MAX Elite Realty 
813-25'l-2000 or toll free 80a 393 2005 



FT. LAUDERDALE, "EXPERIENCE & 
SERVICE COUNTS'. KEVIN ENRIGHT 
COLDWELL BANKER (800) 99KEVIN 

WHERE THE BUYS ARE 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

1*800*FL*PRIDE 

MARC MARCEUNO*COLOWEU BANKER 

KEY WEST 

The Real Estate Co. of Key West. Inc. 
701 Simonton Street. Key West, a 33040 
Residential and commercial properties. 
Guesthouses, restaurants, multi-unit. 
BILL HALPIN. BKR. 305-296-0011 

MAY I BE YOUR OWN 
R. LAUDERDALE REALTOR? 

30+ yrs fulltime RE. 1.200-1- Happy Buyers & 
Sellers, many Gay! At no cost to you. 
I t3uyer broker for you! "I know where you 
should live." Intennew realtors, few offer 
my service or experience! I Care!!! 

DAN OTUHERTY AT RE/MAX 
l-800-545-2010*24 HOURS 
1-305-S66-6126AHOME 



Sarasota 
Contact 
Donald Geikie 

Offiu 181 3 195 1-6660 
Ho)t<E(813)921-3%2 . 
Michael Saunders & Company| 




INDIANA 



GREATER INDIANAPOUS 
ViCKI MANSRELO 1-800-537-6490 
CARPENTER REALTORS BH&G 



LOUISIANA 



New Orleans-French Qtr & Historic Districts 
M. Baker-RRI-12 yrs. exp. 504-2710631 



MASSACHUSETTS 



^AoviNG Real Estate 

in New Directions 




Michael S. Kuber 

MBA, CRS, GRI 
Mulii-Milllon Dollar Producer 

Rfi^WaC-AOVANTAGE 

Communing, 617-595-6110x355 



MINNESOTA 



MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL 

CALL BOB ALBRECHT. REALTOR 
Your Relocation Resource 

in the Twin Cities. 
My 18th Year of Service 
EDINA REALTY (Member PHH Homequity) 
612821-4276 



NEVADA 



LEE PLOTKIN^THE REALTY GROUP 

Relocation/ReferraI'Direct 702-379-2277 



NEW YORK 



HATE MOST BROKERS? 

Make your search for your Manhattan coop 

or condo stress-free! My 20 years' 
experience, chaffeur-driven car & affiliation 
with NYC's largest & best RE firm enables 
me to sell $4,000,000 * of apts each year. 
PHtUP E. ALTLAND 212-727-6105 
DOUGLAS ELUMAN 

NORTH CAROLINA 
CHARLOTTE AREA 

JOE O'CONNOR/PRUDENTIAL 

800 484 8619 ID#3055/704-566-0774 



VIRGINIA 



NORTHERN VA'S #1 GAY REALTOR! 

RAY GERNHART OF RE/MAX 

1-800-73&6645 OR 703-824-4800 



CONDOS/CO OPS 



FLORIDA 



!□□□[: 
□ □I 



FT. LAUDERDALE 
THE LAST FRONTIER 
IN TRUE REAL ESTATEj 
VALUE' 





NEW YORK 



ITHE Andreu/Weiter 

\\\mm 

GROIP 



exptrtence 



NY's most misted name in real estate) 



(212) 260-3900 



COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 



NO. CALIFORNIA 

CALIFORNIA 
S^^OMA COUNTY 

Charming Russian River Resort close to 
town. All units are upgraded, wonderful pool, 
entertainment and camping area. Owner/Mgr 

unit included. Well est. resort Asking 
$775.0130. Call Paul Armiiige. Frank Howard 
All*n 707-523-3098 Ext. 304 



For iiifo on placing a 

Marketspace 
displayed: 

call 

(213) 871-1225 ext. 378 




alerial 



TRIWELAIIID 



MTERNATIONAL 



SAIL THE SEAS OF 
LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

ctuRin A tinuir SMum YACHT 

FDR YOUR PRIVATE CRUISE OR 
XMN THE OWNER ON HIS ROUND- 
THEWORLD TOUR. FOUR DOUBLE 

STATEROOMS WITH IN-SUITE 
HEADS AND SHOWERS. INOIVIOUAL 
HOOMS AVAIUMX n 1M KMBL 
•OURMET MEAIS AND eOCRTAU 

For brochure, intinerary. and rates; 
PHONE: (201) 27»a32e 

THAILAND 



RM THAT HOUDAV or A UnmME 

AND STAY AT THE AMBIANCE HOTEL 
A "GAY PARADISE" THAIUNDS ONLY 
LUXURY OAY HOTEL WITH 26 FUUY 
APPOINTED SUITES & ROOMS FROM 
$28. FOR BROCHURE CONTACT HUGH 
OR JM AT IHi AMMWOK HOm 

328\W MTTAYALAND SOI 8, 
PATTAYA CITY, CHONBURI 202M 
THAILAND TELE 01i.-6e-3S-424<M9 
OR 011«»^8^25145 
FOR FAX 011-66-38-422824 
OR 0U.-6»'3S-424626 

CHATEAU 
SINTRA, PORTUGAL 

50 rm. 20-acre walled garden & arboretum 
furnished antiques/orientals, ocean view 
GAY-OWNED W/CHARMINQ STAFF OF 8 
Cook 3 days 7' Steinway 'B* 10 people max 
UMm 30 n*w. •WOOAMI «19/X»/mo 
Tel (207) 649-7437 Fta (207) 64S-2261 
LORD BYRON - "OLORIOUS EDEN' 

CAIRNS AUSTRALIA 
TURTLE COVE RESORT 

Private all gay beach, pool, jacuz2i, 
Mr, tom. All noim with 
.IOTA member Tel: (61 70) 

S91 800 PC Box 158 Smithtieic) Qld 4878 

ACAPULCO VILLA 
Fi*^ view. Sleep* 8. Pool Fkd^ ttaffed 
Vity pilwAe. Cloee ts bin end beech. 
Joim 4154414868*2431 taiMn 
SFCA84in» 

PUBRIO VAUARTA CONOO 

aBr/2B8. Oceenftont with Batoony, maid 
aeivlee, noflop pool, gay-frlendly beach. 
WWktotown, shops and restaurants. 
mmiiRANT AND BAR ON BEACH. 
«>80/Wi.818-79S-73S3 

PUERTO VALLARTA LUXURY 

24 room Bed and Breakfast villa. 7 bed- 
rooms, 8 baths, huge terraces, t>ar, full 
eiair. CM Brian HW 1800-746-7805 
BiDchuw tMtUb^tA 

MERIDA YUC. MEX. PABLOS 

FOm. A/C apt Pilvata ant El Centro small 
B/B A/C toure to niins, beaches. Hist, sites 
Book nowl Write P. Catdwali 453B Caiie 

S4xSly53 Merlda, Yuc. Mexico 
CP 07000 Tel. 23-90^91 Fax 28-24-97 
IIPIM-IOAM E06T. 



■HOMPTWi^ QUBrrH OUBE 

•UK BBBT MY MCOMOOATIONI 

*Lovely 4 Tastefully Furnished" (Advocate) 

POB 629 LONDON SW5 9XF 
01l4-(44171)373-6559 
FAX 370-3923 

CARIBBEAN ~ 

ST. CROIX - "ON THE BEACH" 

Vacation at the only Gay/Lesbian Beachfront 
resort In the US Virgin Islands. Call for Info: 
8006242018 A FMt CUM Act 



GAY YACHT VACATIONS 

Cruise the Caribt>san-food/sp<rits included. 
From $i75/p/|p/imr> pilwile Of thw* yeoM 
Capt. Tony l-80O-TalwM»a 808-7753660 

BONAIRE! 
OCEAN VIEW VILLAS 

JUST BUILT. EACH WITH WTCHBH • 

BATH, PRIVATE YARD. $100. 
PHONE/FAX 0U-59S-7-4309 

VeceUon at the orily gay owned beachfront 

resort in the Virgin Islands. Serving tlie 
Gay/ Lesbian community for 16 years. Call 
for free brochure: 1^00-524-2018 

ST. JOHN, US VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Private cottage. Chamnlng & comfortable 
retreat for two. Secluded hillside setting. 
Cool breezes, captivating viev». & hot tub. 
(809) 776-6358 



DixumimmuUiipnMttiauty 

Htckbaittiaew. C^, tennis, dUng, 
til water sports. Superb adsine/WorU 

class chefs. Better than a cruiser- 
priced the same. CaribheanlWorldwide 

ft)rrl...i/..-^^:cT. aOO-213-0465 



CONDADO-SAN JUAN PUERTO RICO 

Embassy guesthouse 'The place to stay 
in P.lt* Best loeatlon, acme* 80111 nr 

beach. Close to dfscos, bars, casinos, 

nightlife. All rooms private baths, air. 
kitchenette avail. Panaciie restaurant & 
bar on the beach. Rates from $45.00. 
Condos also available. Brochure avail. 
Calle Seaview #1126 Condado San Juan PR 
00907 809-725 8284 Fax 809 725-2400 

ST. THOMAS * "HARBOUR LITES" 

A Ga. r ■ I. ■"..:•:] rst views 

pnvaii: »:iU- ki'- 'iri', - ".i-'-i .■' /5 2476 

ALABAMA ~ 

* HUNTSWLLE * 

BetuUiil EMoiMM Sum <M0iecl far 
business with MtSMUan. FMCIms 

Accommodations. 206J34-1177 

ARIZONA 

ARIZONA SUNBURST INN 

A Man's Resort in the Heart of Phoenix 
Pool & Hot Tub c/o 1-800-974-1474 

CATAUNA PARK INN BAB - TUCSON 
Historic mansion with Knurtous rooms. 

Itear cafes, clubs. Brochure: 800-792-4885 

TORTUGA ROJA B&B - TUCSON 

Come stay among friends. Trie area's only 
exclusively Gay rentals. 800-467 6822 

★ THE GUEST HOUSE -k PHX ★ 

Secluded oasis, close to clubs & culture. 
Pool, spa, c/o-breakfast (602) 252-6463 

ATTENTION 
ADVERTISERS 

Check your ad carefully when it initially 
appears. We cannot be responsible 

for errors or minor copy changes after 
the first issue of publication. If you 
find an enw, please contact our 
classified dopairttnent femmlaiely for 
corrections. 77w Aehocate assumes 
no financial responsibility for error or 
omission of copy. This publication 
reserves the right to reject, cancel, 

edit and determine tlie proper 
classificatiori of any classified ad at 
any time 

NO. CAUFORNIA 

METRO HOTEL 

San Francisco Victoftan. Rates 

. from $45. Near Castro all with 
private baths, cable TV. phone 
319 Divisadero St 415-861-5364 
ftx! 415a6»l»7D 

CASTRO DISTRICT 

4 NITEi • SIH RKE* 

Castillo Inn B&B • 48 Henry Street ■ S.F. 
Steps to Castro & Downtown Street Cars 
Clean-quiet-comfortable. Deluxe Continental 
Breakfast Refrig/Micro/Non-Smoking 
From $50 Visa/MC - 'Exp. 3/31/95 
(8001 88S«U2 * (418) 884 8111 



THE SUMMIT 

Russian River Dream private 1 bdr. suite 
with kitchen. Free brochure 1-707-869 1460 

Marin B&Biilr San Fran PvL ste, tranquil 
aattii^ $40/$88 mmtm e»e» 41S4S84217 

Bed and Breakfast 
Roger's Place 
San Francisco - Nob Hill 
$45 415-441-5191 
"Where fantasies come alive!!!" 

CHATEAU TIVOLI 

San Francisco B&B. 1892 restored Victorian 
mansion. Experience a grand style fit for 
'Auntie Mame." Features service, canopy 

beds, fireplaces, breakfast, central "picture 
post card' location. (800) 22&1647 

24 HENRY GUESTHOUSE 

Lovely Castro side-street 
San Francisco (800) 90a5686 

FLORIDA 



HAWAII 



FT. lAUB. ■•a/ROOMATB I 
RBMATHW OK VAeAnOMNa M 80. nf 

OUTBOOKS Referrals 
305-764-3255 
"LOCATED IN THE BOOKSTORT 

1239 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
Ft Laud., FL 33301 

FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH 
KING HENRY ARMS 

Small, clean and quiet motel 
Just steps from the ocean. 

Pool, Patio, Bart)eque, 
Cable TelnwiBlnfl. Telephone, 
riiwaie Bern ana iieiiiBBieior. 
Some units have Kitchens. 
Continental Breakfast 
543 Bieatters Airanua, 33304 
(306) 861-0039 or (800) (5464) 

THE ROYAL PALMS HOTEL 

ON FT. UUMMMttB BBACN 
MEN ONLY. FIVE STAR RATING. 

1-800-237-PALM 

NEW SMYRNA BEACH LUXURY CONDO 

Intimate 14 unit bidg. 3br/2ba oceanfront 
unit. Heated pool. Spectacular view from all 

rooms. TV, VCR, CD player. 1 hr. to Orl. 
Nude beech ii«art)yiiyclUbe407-e294333 

CENTRAL FLORIDA 

Gay-friendly B&B in downtown Orianao 
22 rooms & suites - wine & breakfast. 
The Courtyard at Lake Lucerne 
l«0O444-5289 



WILLiANBHOinBBaa 

LOCATID M TW MSTORIC DISTRICT, THl 

ISUHD'S OlDEST A MOST HISTORIC 
ANTEBELLUM MANSION. PAMPER 

YOURSELF IN OPULENCE THAT IS QUITE 
SIMPLY, THE BEST. NEAR BEACH, 

FISHINO. OOIF A T8NNIS. OAV-FMENOLY 



-THE VILLA" B&B * DAYTONA BEACH 

Historic mansion w/pool. Near beach, bar, 
shops. 1-V2 hrs. to Disney 904-24fr2020 

WEST PALM BEACH BAB 407-84S4084 

Carribean Style Guest House. AMX VISA MC 

KEY WEST LUXURY CONDO 
RABUUNIS TRUMAN ANNEX 2 BBMM 

Deck/Pool/Walk 2 Beach/Gieat kKatk>nl!t 
Do it now/800-474 5501 $1350 wk sleeps 4 

SANIBEL ISLAND HIOEWAY 



Tropical aettln^tjfiga weterftont home. 

Heated pool-Rreplace. Birdwatch from 
Private Bayou Dock. Canoe to secluded gulf 
beach. Available Weekly/Monthly 
Call owner evenings (609) 466-2915 

FT. LAUD'ADMIRALS COURT MOTEL 



Tniplcal peradlse'liiw ratas^Pats ok 

Pool, phone, free brochtae: 180(^2488e8 9 

GEOROIA 

SPRINGVALE-EAST ATLANTA 

A Gaytwsted B&B in intown Victorian Inman 
PMh. BiDChun/krito: 404«23fi804 



MALA LANI GUESTHOUSE ON KAUAI 

Luxurious private suites. Lush gardens. 
Jacuzzi. Excellent location. Free color 
brochure 808-823^22 Fax 80&«23O420 

HANA PLANTATION HOUSES 

Tropical houses and cottages on the 
exclusive Hana Maui Coast. Scenk; 
waterfalls, natural sunbathing, incredible 
snorkeling. secluded beaches and hottubi. 

Experience the true Hawaii. 
Call Blair for a free mao and brochure. 
1 80a22frHANA or fax 808-248-7867 

KAUAI private oceanfront 1 bdrm condo. 
Rent from otmera, bioctiure 80OHHUUAI 



r8/lR>ALTV) 

r ill I i[ Hill II I I Hi 1 1 ■ 1. 1 n, I lilt I 

txpenence raonieenn I'eiaQWBi Baeuuiui 

home on Kauai's south shore near 
beaches, golf, restaurants. $50 - $85. 
For mfo or bnchura call 1^005588557 

rmnne 0iRni|Be s 9 uemtwiii noinewews^ 
spe/peel fe»U8/N. Bnxhin 800-258- 

8588 

MAUI MAGIC 

BED & BREAKFAST 
AMBIANCEWLANO VIEW HOME 

iMMm-ma 

HONOLULU CHAUFFEUR WITH PRIDEI 

AIRPO RT "PlCIUiP & LEI" 
PmSOK WW AT 81 



■Mine units, peo|/«Mml*AieM $504130 
for Rental or Seles call 1-8008008808 



RBRFA88IB8BDN' 

Pflvele QuM Mao Nut A Oodse PiMMion 

ruU h rert cf aa t na ive d p ooli l rio. 
POe 930 Captain Cook. Hawaii 96704 
l-800-32»9212 PH/FX 

Walklkl Studios & statewMe B&B • $40+ 
Free Brochure • 800-28&4666 

KALANI OCEAN COTTAGES 

Qd. food, nude beach, volcano, hot spring 
Wa, Bat 4800. Hi 96778 X-tOOtOHVm 

ILUNOiS 

MAGNOLM PLACE BED & BREAKMaT 
True WeuMan fieat house, 3 flraplaeee, 

brasabeds. NorthsMe Chicag) 31^3346860 

LIONS INN BED & BREAKFAST 
ChKago North Side. Rraplace, Jacuzzi, 
cozy atTTxaphere. Men only (312) 7693119 

BLOOMINGTON, IL 

B&B BUILT IN 1864 
THE BURR HOUSE 

PRIVATE & SHARED BATHS 

5-minute walking distance from bars. 
1800 328 6469 210 E. < 



INDIANA 



LARSEST ttAY mORT 

in Mhma, Metal, NfHelub A Cale. 5 acra 



beer garden & hiking trails. 
KAMM'S ISLAND RESORT 



Romantic Apartments. Spa, ceble, phone, 
breakfast. 1718 Philip, New Orteane, LA 

70113 (504) 523-1776 

NEW ORLEANS-TROPICAL PARADISE 
Beautiful rooms, cottages, pool, breakfast, 
MacMty Partt Guest Houee 80O«21'2790 

NEW ORLEANS 

FRENCH QUARTER RESERVATION SERVICE 



Copyrighted material 



FRENCH QUARTER 

URSUUNE GUEST HSE 

Centrally located between Bourtwn & Royal 
Streets. Private courtyard. Whirlpool 

708 Ursuline Street New Orleans LA 70116 
Office hours 9ajTv9pm 504-525-8509 

1-800^54-2351 

NEVADA 

LUCKY YOU 

Las Vegas Bed & Breakfast. Seclude Trop^ 
ical surroundings. Tan all over t}y the pool. 
Close to the strip bars 702-384-1129 

SECRET GARDENS B&B 

L.V. 1 1/2 acre hacienda estate. pool, 
courtyards, flowers. Brochure 702-451 3231 
Fax: 702-4340558 

NEW MEXICO 

TAOS BED AND BREAKFAST 

A perfect balance of privacy and personal 
attention. Hot tub, fireplaces, fabulous 
breakfast! Ski packages. Rave reviews! 
THE RUBY SUPPER (SOS) 75M613 

ALBQ-1897 Mauger B&B Close to all! 
Deluxe. Best deal! $59 & up Mobil & AAA 
*** 50&242-8755 

MICHAEL AND ANNIE 

Adobe Casita Taos 505 751-1358 

NEW YORK 

NYCCHELSEA PINES INN 

Tfie cozy B&B in the heart of Gay NYC. 

Walk to all G. Vill/Chelsea dubs, bars, 
shops. Rates $55-$85 + tax. A/C/phone 

TV in all mis. Cont'l bkfst inc. All major 
credit cards. 317 W. 14th St.. NYC 10014 
Tele: 212-929-1023. Fax: 212-645-9497 

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED 

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS MANHATTAN 

$45&$650 Weekly TV Hifi Kitchens Wb/f 
Garden Convenient Safe 800724-9888 

BAB COLUMBUS CIRCLE AREA 

Best locatkm. luxurious, reasonable and 
fhendly. Cable TV/VCR. 212-58&0652 

20 ST. E BU 
LQ BEDROOM & BATH IN BROWNSTONE 
CABU TV, PATIO. DAILY A WEEKLY RATES 
CALL RAY 212-677-2864 

NORTH CAROUNA 

THE OCEAN PRINCESS INN B&B 

Kure Beach. NC. Deluxe accommodations. 
12/1-4/1 3 nights $99.00 1-800 762-4863 

THE OLD MIU BAB (704) 62S4256 

On mountain stream near Asheville $45 &up 

TENNESSEE 

Lee Valley Fami 'The No Attitude, Stress^ 
Free Mountain Retreat" is 15! Celebrate with 
us. $99/2 nights-all meals' 142 Drinnon Ln. 
Rogersville. TN 37858 

615-272-4068 E-mail Leesfarm@aol.com 

TIMBERFEa LODGE 

250 secluded acres in the foothills of 
the Smokies. Deluxe accommodations, 
gourmet meals inc. Sauna, Jacuzzi, bar 
at pool side. Hiking, camping, fishing, 
clothing optional. Fully self-contained 
Gay nnen's resort. 2240 Van Hill Rd. 
Greeneville. TN 37745 1 800437-0118 
Nov. 1 thai Apr. l-Stay 2 nights ■ get 1 free l 

TEXAS 

HOUSTON THE LOVETT INN 

Fabulous 

raoms»pool/spa»TV»pnoncs"brkfst 
Corp rates'walk to dubs (800)779^5224 



UTAH 



SALT LAKE CITY CARRUGE HOUSE 

Enjoy a private relaxed stay on an exclusive 
histork: estate in downtown S.L.C. 
Unique intimate carnage ttouse with 
fireplace, kitchen, bedroom, and living room. 
One block from downtown. $90.00 daily. 
$450 00 weekly (801) 575*015 



VERMONT 



CANDLEUGHT MOTEL 

Route 7A, PO Box 97 Arlington, VT 05250. 
Complimentafy Continental Breakfast. 
(802) 37S«S47 



BUSINESS FOR SALE 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

15unit Motel style B&B 8-1 bdnn 7<ooms. 

All pvt. facilities. Central, pool, Jacuzzi, 
laundry, parking, private compound. $299K. 

Serious inquiries only. No agents please. 

Some fumiture included. (602| 26&6883 

Big Island Gay Friendly Entertainment 
Dining, Dancing, Hotspot 3000* sq. ft. 125- 
seat LH. Andrea L. Bethea, 
RA Day^Lum. Inc. Fax 808^961-2459 
2 Kam Ave.. Hilo. HI 96720 $310,000 

DISTRIBUTORSHIPS 

WHAT'S IN COSMETICS? FREE INFO 

How to read label contents. Geo. Batelle, 
Box 461423V\ West Hollywood. CA 90046 



INVESTMENTS 



MAIL ORDER CATALOG 

Established business seeks investor/ 
working partner for exciting opportunity 
in growing company. 
Contact: Mike 800559 1200 

MISCELLANEOUS 



FED 

HfUP? 



1 M LOOKING FOR A HA.\DFUL 
OF PEOPLE miO ARE FED UP! 



-People who have gotten to the point where 
they want to tike control of their own future 
and who are no longer in the maritct for a 
job, but an opponuniry! 

Aiditfc dmatfiiut ihc U5 ind mo9 iaidin cnnifia. 
NO INVESTMENT 
24-Hour icconled informackm 

l-80O-S9O-$O45 . (808) 334-3304 



EMPLOYMENT 



JOBS OFFERED 



ADVERTISING SALES 

The Advocate is looking for two 
advertising sales representatives. 
These are excellent opportunities with 
the leader in the field. Both positions 
offer good salary, commissions and 
benefits. 

1. Los Angeles Office: Applicant must 
have 3-5 years experience in txith 
national and gay maiyeX ad sales. Send 
introductory letter and resume to: 
Caryn Goldberg. Dir. of Advertising, 

The Advocate, 6922 Hollywood Blvd,, 
Suite 1000. Los Angeles. CA 90028 
or fax to: (213) 467fll73 

2. New Yor1< Office: Applicant must 
have 35 years of solid national 
advertising sales experience. Send 
introductory letter and resume to: 

Don Tuthill. Associate Publisfier 
The Advocate, 48 West 21 Street, 
12th Floor, New York, NY 10010 
or fax to: (212) 242-8143 

AHvocate 



CRUISE SHIPS NOW HIRING 

Earn up to $2,000+/mo. working on cruise 
ships or land-tour companies. World Travel. 
No exp. necessary. For more info, call 
1 206634O468 ext. C91202 



JOBS WANTED 



JEWELRY SITUATION 
WANTED 

BY GRADUATE GEMOLOGISTS WITH IS 
YEARS EXPERIENCE IN UA. 
ASPECTS OF JEWELRY INDUSTRY- 
MFG., SALES, MKTG., GEMSTONES, 
DIAMONDS, BUYING IN U.S. AND 
INTERNATIONALLY 

PHONE/FAX 804-354-8888 
ATTENTION: 

BUILDING OWNERS 

Excellent worker with references, honest 
dependable, very energetk;. clean-cut, and 
drug free, desires position in light maint. and 

cleaning of your apts. bar. store, offk%, 
yacht, pool, motel, etc.. for a decent livable 
wage, and a few benefits. Will consider a 
half-decent wage with an apt., trailer, or pvt 
living quarters included as benefit. Will work 
nt. or day. I am dedicated, a true hard, 
steady woriier. and I honestly excel at 
cleaning. I will relocate to any safe location. 
Please reply to: 18 Great Plain Road, 
Suite 350, Danbury , CT 06810 

MERGHANDISE FOR SALE 



COLLECTIBLES/ANTIQUES 

CHINA FINDERS 

China matching servk». Most major brands. 
Discontinued. 2923 Landover St. Alexandria 
VA 22305 80a900-2557 703^83-2557 



ORGANIZAnONS 



CHURCHES/SYNACOGUES 

ECUMENICAL CATHOUC 
CHURCH NOW IN NYC! 



The ECC is fomning a congregation in NYC. 
We are tioping to have liturgies in both 
the Western and Byzantine traditions! 
Please^ivrtte: Fr. Frank Rocco, 300 E 57 St. 
Apt 18C NYC NY 10022: call 212-308-7716 

CLUBS 

WE DO CARE] 

Loving Brotherhood: Unconditk>nal love 
since 1977. TIB Box 556A 
Sussex NJ 07461 

US AND WORLD PENPALS 

Over 1800 members. No $ needed. Open to 
all. MAK, PO Box 83 Tujunga CA 91043 USA 

BRITISH & WORLDWIDE PENPALS 

Join our leading penpal dub for friends 
in Britain. Also Gennany Europe Asia and 

Lesbian. $1 for brochure: Penline, 27 
Old Gloucester St.. London WCIN 3XX U.K. 

450+ definitely NOT tx)ring wortdwide PP 
profiles. Infopak: 2 stamps/1 RC's to: 
Contacts. Bx 1571, Ogdensburg NY 13669 

MISCELLANEOUS 

MORMONS: (213) 874-8424 

SEVENTHOAY ADVENTIST KINSHIP 

Current or former SDA's and friends call 
714 24&1299 USA*905.432 2867 Canada 

NATIONWIDE GAY PILOTS ASSOC. TOTAUY 
DISCREET 70^«<K3852 

PROFESSIOIULSEimCK 



ASTROLOGY 

MAKE INFORMED CHOICES. ASTROLOGY 

Compatability Analysis is $20. State lover. 

friend, or tHJsiness relationship. Send 
both birthdates, times. & places to 
Quest 7. Dept. AD02. 507 Manatee Ave. 

Ellenton, n 34222 Makes great gifts. 

DONT LOOK BACK! DISCOVER YOUR 

future. Daily horoscope trends. 3 months 
$12. 6 mo. $20. Year $40. Birthdate Ume 
& place to Quest 7. Dept. ADOS. 507 
Manatee Ave. Ellenton. FL 34222 



COUNSEUNG 



PROFESSIONAL HELP 

UCENSED PH'DS: THERAPY 

AND COUNSEUNG FOR AU ISSUES. 

Dr. Mike Abrams. formerty of GMHC. autlwr 
of Coping with Fatal Illness & Dr. Lklia Den 

are available Sun-Fri. 7pnv2am EST. 
The fee is $2 per minute 1 900-7734^YC 

INTRODUCTIONS 

MEET SOMEONE NOW! 

1-900-988-1567, EXT. 14 

$1.98 Min. Avg. call 7 Min. 
Find that special friend or kiver. Buikl 
a Gay Network. 24-f)our service. Updated 
continuously. ToudvTone Phone. 18+. 
(Mates 213-993^9450) 

* ★ DISCOVER ★ ★ 

YOUR GAY a LESBIAN UNIVERSE 

Get acquainted with new friends instantly. 

1-900-737-GAYS 

NEW LISTINGS DAILY BY AREA CODE. 

Call now) 18+ $1.99/min. MR 

THE LETTER ...Where men meet. 
John Lynn POB 40603 Nashville TN 37204 

LEGAL SERVICES 



BEST, KOEPPEL & KLOTZ 

MARINE, ENERGY, PRODUCTS, 
TOXICS, PERSONAL INJURY, 
INSURANCE 

1550 CNG Tower 
1450 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, U 70112 
Telephone (504) 593-2400 

1900 West Loop South 
#300. Houston. TX 77027* 
Telephone |713) 964-4001 

'Not Certified by Tex.Bd. of Legal Spec. 

UTERARY SERVICES 



Publish Your Book 

70-year tradition of quality. Subsidy 
boolt publisher offers publishing ser- 
vices for books of all types. For Author's 
Guide write or call Dorrance— ADV-D, 
643 Smittifield, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
orl-flOO-695-9599. 



MAIL SERVICES 



Confidential Fowarding Worldwide. Voice 
Mail. Mailpost. 2421G Pratt. Chicago, IL 
60645 312-764O100 80OS9a3199 



Advocale 

Internet 

addresses for mail only: 

lor mro ana more send a message to: 

liifb@advocate.coin 

Seid Lette-s to the Editor to 

letters@advocate.com 




Use this form to place your ad in 
Marketspace 

Optional headline* $12.00 perHne, maximum of 2 
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ONE CHARACTER PER SPACE 































































ONE CHARACTER PER SPACE 



TEXT OF AO. $1.60 per word. 10 word minimum 

If you need more space, attach an extra sheet. 



PtACE MY AD IN THIS CATEGORY: (Check one) 

U Real Estate-Sales & Rentals □ Mefchandlse For Sale □ Mail Older 

□ Travel & Accomodations □ Merchandise Wanted QEtc. 

□ Business Opportunities □ Organi2ations 

□ Employment □ Pmtessicnal Services 

CALCULATE THE COST OF YOUR AO (PRICtS SUBJECT TO CHANGl WITHOUT NOTKU 



HEADUNE: NUMBER OF LINES: 


[x $12.00= 




AD TEXT: NUMBER OF WORDS: 


x$ 1.60 = 




SUBTOTAL 




NUMBER OF ISSUES AO IS TO RUN 




FREQUENCY DISCOUNT 




TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 





Display ads are available in thiee sizes: Frequency discounts tor all advertising: 

1">1V8" = )90 6 consecutive issues, 10% off 

2" X 1 S/8" = tl60 12 consecutive issues. 15% off 

3" X 1 5/8" = $230 2< consecutive issues, 20% off 

Call (213) 871-1225 x 380 for artwork specs 

Mate check or money order payable to LPI, 
or use your VISA or MasteiCaid. DO NOT SEND CASH. 

Name 



Address . 



City. 



State 



ZIP 



MasteiCard , 



Visa. 



Exp. 
Exp. 



Auth. sl^iature 

RETURN THIS FORM, ALONG WITH PAYMENT TO: 

LPI, Attn: Marketspace 

P.O. Box 4371 

Los Angeles, CA 90078-4371 

OR FAX TO: (213) 467-0173 



ADVERTISING DEADLINES: 
Issue DeadHne On sale 

675 Jan 9 Feb 7 

676 Jan 23 Feb 21 

677 Feb 6 Mar 7 



All copy changes must be received by The Advocate in wnting by the deadline of the Issue in 
which the new copy will appear and accompanied by payment for any additional text There is a 
t20 cancellation fee. Advertising of a sexual nature will not be accepted All copy for Mariietspace 
advertising is subject to approval ol the publisher. 



PHOTOGRAPHY 



Photography 
By 

Erica Mlstain 

Tel: (818) 980-2602 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

NATIONAL GAY 

SWITCHBOARD ® 

National Gay Switchboard 
Coming Soon . . . Register Now. 
Business-Organizations- Services 
Call (404) 302-7013 

MAILORDER 



CLOTHING 



GENDERFREE™ FASHIONS 

Unisex undenwear. casual wear, accessories 

Natural, organic. FREE catalog. IHI. 
P.O. Box 5131-A, Bloomington. IN 47407\ 

PRISCILLA, 
WHERE ARE YOU? 

SENSUOUS UNGERIE. APPAREL FOR CD.'S 
a TV'S. FOR FULL COLOR CATALOG, OVER 

300 STYLES, SEND $S CK OR MO 
(REFUNDED ON 1ST ORDER) TO JCR, INC. 

630 1ST AVE. STE. 90 NY, NY 10016. 
SPECIFY REG. OR PLUS SIZE IMMED. SHP 

ATTENTION 

Services and products are not tested, nor 
are they guaranteed. The appearance of 
advertising does not Imply, nor does it 

constitute endorsement tiy TTie Advocate. 



GIFTS 



PROMOTE TOLERANCE 

Celebrate Diversity: Sexual. Religious, 
Cultural & Gender 
TShirtG. Pins. Noteca^ds & Posters 
Info; 1958 Prospect St., Sarasota FL 34239 

WOMEN WHO LOVE WOMEN 
1995 CALENDAR 

Lesbian Pictorial to Benefit Cancer/AIOS 
$15.00 inclds. S&H, Call 312-871-3300 
Visa/MC. 2 Week Oelivery 

Gay Pride R^s, Banners, Lapel Pins. 
Wall Clocks. Tote Bags, Bumper Stickers, 
Wind Socks & More. Free Catalog: 
1-80&774J1AG. (24 hrs. - 7 days). 
Retail & Wholesale 

Jungle Red 800-599-5712 L/M 24 Hrs. 

♦Pride Items* 
nags*Stickers*T's*Key Chains*More 

GAY a LESBIAN THEME PROOUCTSI 
MUGS. STEINS, T-'S, CAPS & MORE 

Receive $3.00 credit by sending $2 for 
brochure to: The Mug Rack. P.O. Box 1231 
Dept* B104G. Concord. California 94522 



GROTIC 




FINE AST MTIY CAIfNDAS 
FO« YOU8 DATtBOOK 
run CCXOR 
12 stunning images $19 9a plus $2.00 S/H 
Ronin Publishing 
P.O.tl4«67. CiMlond, Ohk>, 441 14 
Allow 2 wmIu dalivacy OH ra> odd 7% sdts tax 



PUBUCATIONS 



GAY MALE 
PAPERBACKS 

60 s, 70 s, 80 s. Send $4 for 52 pg list 
Refundable with order, to: C. Eckhoff, 
98 Pierrepont St. Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Mummies, Daddies! 
Male sex witches! 

OUT THERE 
GAY HORROR 

STORIES 

by Peny Brass 
"Erotic, blood chilling" • 
Lambda Book Report 
At bookstores, or $12.95 
(incl. ship) to Belhue Press. Dept. A 
2501 Palisade Av. Ste Al. Bronx, NY 10463 

GAY/LESBIAN 
LITERARY JOURNAL 

Gay/Lesbian Literary Journal invites 
sutmissions of quality short fiction and 
poetry. SASE for guidelines. Nalssance, 

Box 15232, Gainesville, fl 32604 



RECORDINGS 



LIVE OPERA 
PERFORMANCES 
SINCE 1930'S 

Audio/video cassette. Fabulous selectioni 

Free Computerized Catalog-Live Opera, 
Box 3141 Stelnway Station L.I.C. NY 11103 

MISCELLANEOUS 

ATTENTION MAIL ORDER 

ADVERTISERS 

The California Business and 
Professions Code «17538.5 states: 
"It is unlawful in the sale or offering for sale 
of consumer goods or senrices for any 
person conducting a mail order or catalog 
business in this state and utilizing a post 
office box address (or mail drop address) to 
fail to disclose the legal name under which 
business is done arxl the complete street 
address from which tHjsiness is actually 
conducted in all advertising and promotional 
materials including order blanks and forms." 

Your compliance with the Code greatly 
expedites the processing ol your Mall order 
ad. Thank you for your cooperation. 



ETC 



TEU RUSH UMBAUGH HOW 
THE REAL WORLD WORKS!! 

THIS SELF-CENTERED EGOTISTICAL BIGOT 
IS NOT IN TOUCH WITH REAUTY. LET HIM 

know how it really is. 1-90O945 5588 
$1.15/min. Must be 18. All calls foiwanJed 
directly to Rush Limt>augh in New York. 



ACCESS 

BOX 168)13; mNG, TX 750)6. 
2J4-255-5624 • fAX2M-252-6380. 
VSAJMASm CARD. JMONEY ORDERS, 
CHEOCS $4 tHppiiti any size on^. 
CUTIME CLUB - Thii rmie fhe Videoi 
rart origino/ )2-lnidc video coflecfkin - 
in pichire bai. Ml staled |28. 
SNIGMA - MCMXCo. 0. Th» UnOtd 
union Gtrmon CD indudts 4 bonus 
ttoda in dttm. fimittd ediHon p/i S29. 
AWXDNNA - £ro*ico fUncirf Vtnion} 
rar* US. promo video SI6. 
RuMUl - EitrorvoDonzo German 3-trodc 

CDiinele, p/st)3. 
60y GEORGE - Gurangi UK 3-fradr CO, 
new, pet 12.50. 
MMIXN-lw lo Love You NEW 4- 
frodc )2' hon Boy Ceofyc's friend, 

great song $?4. 
IMfORTED CDs, LASER DISCS t ITt 
CAMDG S3 OR CAIL 2 PM-U AM. 



Palm Springs. California 



PALM SPRINGS CAUFORNIA By Jim Kavanaugh 



PALM SPRINGS - *H's an odd town in a 1 960's time warp with retro- 
architecture, where women with beehive hairdos still can be seen and shoppers 
find thrift stores laden with American kitsch." 

It's Palm Springs. Well, from the point of view of the Conde' Nast Traveler, 
a travel magazine. According to the 1 4-page spread in the September *94 issue, 
Palm Springs is last becoming the hippest destination on the map' 
"It's hot... it's back, it's Palm Springs." 

WANT MORE FREE DESTINATION INFORMATION? 
Th« Palm Springs Visitors Guide" & "Ths Gay Guide to Palm Springs" 
Together they show you where to go, what to see, dining, nightlife & more. 
The City of Palm Springs will send you both comprehensive free guides, thy're 
indispensable I Call 1-800-34-SPRINGS Be sure to ask for the Gay Guidel 
For hotel brochures, simply call the individual hotels advertising here! 




Ill LOnd LIISL now CflOOSf 
fPOn ItlPff DfLUAt PfSOPTS- 

conniiTfD lo fACfLLfncfi 



flN)fT 
WtST 



fflflPLOW 



An iK.a* of *allc(l grounds 
ticMlcd in ihc Ncclwicd 
tck-bniy enclave ol LJ^ 
Palmav. the Ahbcy Wcvi is an 
An Dcco Gem. a landmark, u 
lantasy in black and white 
Whether iTockiails fireside 
or SLinning ptxtKldc vtHj'll 
bask in the glanxHir of this 
enchanting mmanik; reircai 

Bougainvillea lumhle^ off the 
red tiled niofs of the elassit" 
Spanish hacienda and 
bungalows. Ctardenias and 
Jasmine perfume charirted 
patius. siunc pathways wind 
through the crHrhaniing 
impicat gardens By day a 
sunny paradise, hy night, a 
magically hi uasis. 



itif iPflDiTion coniinufs. 

Opening I M of 'M. 
The HARLOW CASABLANCA kalunng 
"Moflimcr'H" icslauninl am] bai 




tIMOW ClUb 



tlOItLSi 



beoctttf/PtsKvniiofls 1-600-225-4073 



A Desert Palace... 




2SH Camino Monte Vista 
Palm Springs. California V22t>Z 
USA 

619-320-2888 800-694-2888 



Right In Palm Springs 



WIliRlM 



K Private Resort 

WE HAVE WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FORI 

• Poolside studios suites, kitchens, private 
patios & fireplaces 

• Totally private Two priding clothing- 
optional pools and spas tvilh Jacuzzis 

• Pool table. Extensive male video library 

• Complimentary Gold's Gym passes 

• Complimentary happy hour 

-.and so much morel 
t26 Warm Sands Dr., Palm Springs, CA 92264 
619-323 7505 / 800^798-8781 




Hacienda en Sueno 

Luxurious one-bedroom 
centrally air-conditioned 
apartments with private 
)^ phones and every amenity 
including two large 
swimming pools and a bubbling spa 
over lots of secluded tropical privacy 
with Micro Cool misting systems and 
free use of Gold's gym 

586 Warm Sands Drive, 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
Color Brochure & Reservations: 
1-800-359-2007 



$49-$69 

I midweek a 



weekends 



32 ROOMS, walk to downtown, clottiing-optional. 
STEAM ROOM & SAUNA, huge pool and spa, ALL- 
MALE video channels, A'C, phones, private patios 

„ 800-295-2582 

619-322-4367 fax: 619-322-4024 

i-'^Tiet: CanyonClub@aoLconn 

}60 N.Palm Canyon Dr., Palm Springs, CA 92262 




Escape... Within the 
privacy of our lieaulifuily 
landscaped and gated 
grounds. Nine studio, 1 & 
2 bedroom suites await... 
offering the amenities you 
deserve. All just steps 
from a sparkling heated k wf.^ \. 
pool and soothing spa... where swim suits are 
optional. Casually inviting, lovingly maintained. © 

Triangle Inn 

For HEsarv^ncte or a caoe auocnuig 
scf you? (GM mAva AceNt on cmi 
800/ 732'7S5S or 619/ 322*7993 

555SMi Lcumxi IkMo PaimStvugsCA 922M 




NATURAL. SUNBATHING 




MHO 

'Uista Qrande 

a POOCS NTTE • DAY 

a jACUzzrs 

■MST SYSTEM 

mxac cwoTTo _ 




61994 Details Inn Aovertisjns 



Js A) of 
vUssue i^lei^e. 

■hi 



Out* T-'i'oxis Proqi-om, developed e^cclusively 
jot* i[-\e CfCKy, lesbiuiA, nt-xd I'lsfxi'til seofcrKinin 
^of fecovefy, promotes tl\e coiwevcjence oy 
belief and beKoviocs into self. Tl\ot(qht|ully 
iKxtegroti^xc) tlAeofy witlA UfKovioi*, T-'fnxis 
provides a so|f/ seci\ft', liffsfyit'-ji'ifMdiy 
envirorvrtiefAt wKe»*e goys, lesbions c\r\c\ tKose 
sfill questionit^g fKeit* oi^'ienicxVion can woeU o>a 
issues and ►•ecovecy in an attnosplAere o| 
acceptance and cespect. 

T^ddic+ionS/ anxiety and panic disofdefS/ 
depcession/ eating disocdefs, g>*ie| and loss issues, 
pecsonality disof-defs, celationslAip con|lictS/ sleep 
disocder-s, tfawwa and abixse are all t»-eated Kece. 

Por questions concafnxng 
youc mental KealtK, Pcaxis could be the answef*. 



at 



aneU 



1527 Riverside Drive, Tnfpon Sprincjs, 

(813) 937-^211 V/TDD • 8o6-277-62<56 
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Connecting Gay America by Computer! 




National Online Computer Service 

t Local access from over 800 cities! 
i Live, uncensored group and 

private chat! 
i Over20,000 "X 'and 'G " 

rated files and pictures! 
I Lively public forums! 
t Online matchmaker database! 
f And much, much more! 



HOW TO REACH EYE CONTACT: 

Find your local access number: 
Call (800) 84S'8980 (voice), 
select #2 & follow the directions 
OR 

Call EYE CONTACT direct (modem) at (415) 703-8200 

& find your local access number online 
Connecting with your local access number: 
Call your local access number (modem) at 8/N/1 
When you see connect on your screen, press your entoi key 
You may get some jumbled charaters on your screen 
Type •EC and press your enter key agam (EC is our Host Name) 
Welcome to EYE CONTACTI For assistance, call voice at (800) 949-2668 



Cl 



jterial 



Breakii^ Silence 

J A N I s Ian 



Mr. Lesbian squeaks 



■■■^K TURN ON TOP," SHE SAID, WRESTING THE 

V^^^^B pen from my hand. "Fve watched you mis- 
""^P quote me long enough." With that, Mr. 
^jHs Lesbian instigated her plot to take over my 

^^^Bn year-end column. "You've been whining for 
'^■^^^^ a month about having to write this article; 
take me to dinner, and I'll deal with it." I quickly 
arranged a booth at her favorite restaurant. The Game 
Bird. After all, I get to spend all year reaping the bene- 
fits of fame— the scumbag manager, the hate mall— why 
not share a litde of the glory? 

"First of all," she said, ordering the veal pate, "what 
about that bastion of male insensibility you write for. 
The Advocate] What a lesbophobic rag! How can you 
sell your soul just to reach 2 million people a month?" 

"Wait a minute!" I shot back. "That rag wins an awful 
lot of awards, honey." 

"So does Aunt Elspeth's prize sow. And look at who 
got the Nobel Peace Prize this year— a 
couple of male terrorists named Arafat 
and Rabin. Awards are meaningless." 

"OK, but 1 have complete creative 
control; they only edit to maintain the 
magazine's overall style." 

"Look, how can people with a dan- 
gling participle between their legs 
understand punctuation?" 

She grinned maliciously and flagged 
down a waitron. "What are you eating? Fll have any- 
thing endangered, please. OK, let's review the year. You 
start off with Howard Stem, the poor man's white trash, 
followed by Joan Baez— undoubtedly a babe but 
straight as a board. Don't you ever fantasize about 
queers, outside of a burning desire to stalk Kate 
Clintonr 

"Of course I do; I love women. C'mon, I was the 
women's movement before there was a movement" 

"Then why are you willing to be the token woman 
for such a male-dominated magazine? Have you looked 
at the masthead recendy?" 

"But Fm still writing from a female perspective; would 
it be better if there were no women at the magazine?" 

She rolled her eyes and drew a long-suffering 
breath. "Doesn't your therapist find it odd that your 
fantasy objects so far consist of a straight woman and 
a drag queen named Harlow? Speaking of which, I 
wish you'd do that article I suggested on power cross- 
dressing." 

Our next course arrived, and she attacked with gusto. 
"Next, what's all this crap about overweight women? 
Yes, it's me, dear, shaking my baby back rib in your 
face. What am I, chopped liver in a size 14? Talk about 
being in denial P 



"But that wasn't the gist of the article. It's satire." 
"Leave satire to Camille Paglia." 
"I certainly never meant to hurt anyone; almost 
everybody in my family is overweight" 

"Gosh, I never noticed. Just remember that while 
skinny gay men were off salivating over Calvin Klein 
ads, fat gay women were busy caretaking the AIDS epi- 
demic. Pick your enemies more carefully! And then you 
write something called 'Menage a blah' (who thinks up 
these tides?) about your ex-husband and threesomes. 
Why'd you marry that jerk, anyway? Are you bisexual? 
Ambisexual? Just needed to complete a Tupperware 
collection? I cannot believe no one's called you on that! 
And using my family reunion for a column.. . do you 
really want the world to know you spend your nights 
with someone nicknamed Punky?" 

"Is it really that bad?" I asked, having lost all 
appetite. 

"My darling, every month we go 
through three days of total anguish 
while you try to figure out what to say 
next and how to make it funny. Why 
don't you relax and write the columns I 
suggest, like 'Is Lisping Genetic?' or 
'The Women's Music Movement: Re- 
cordings for the Deaf? No, you're 
afraid of offending people— which 
brings me to my next point. You're too 
nice. Stop being so apologetic. Every time I give you a 
really good quote, you say Fm being cruel. Be yourself. 
Quit sucking up to your readers with these stupid 
homilies at the end of every article. You're just trying 
to soften my quotes." 

"But what if they don't like me?" I said, sure she'd 
reassure me that they'd love my inner self 

"Of course they won't like you. You're not very lik- 
able. You're a performer, for God's sake. Get real. Who 
cares? They're strangers." 

"Thank God for that" 1 muttered. 
"That's the trouble with you lesbian writers," she 
glowered. "You're more concerned with community 
than with competency. And speaking of community 
loyalty, if every lesbian who's thanked you for coming 
out had bought your last album, we'd own The 
Advocate by now." 

We arrived home in silence and went our separate 
ways— Mr. Lesbian to floss the venison fix)m her teeth 
and me to rethink my literary career. As we settled into 
bed, she sleepily mumbled, "Happy fifth anniversary, 
honey. And remember, nice people are a dime a dozen. 
If you want to leave a mark, study male dogs. Piss on 
the tallest leg you can find, then growl when it tries to 
walk away." And that about sums it up. 



I get to spend al 
year reapii^ the 
benefits of fame- 
why not share a little 
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Last Won! 

Bruce Rawer 



Apocalypse? No. 



^ FOR CAY AMERICANS THE YEAR THAT MARKED 

I the 25th anniversary of the Stonewall riots 

ifc* <^ 9 has been an important one. Gays came out of 
the closet in (I suspect) record numbers, and 
gay activism took big steps toward the cen- 
ter. It was also, alas, the year of Newt Gin- 
grich, whose party's mammoth victory at the polls has 
been placed in useful historical context by a December 5 
New fiepui/ic artide: Since 1968, notes Michael Lind, tra- 
ditional liberalism— "the liberalism of the New Deal and 
the original, colorblind civil rights revolution"— has been 
eclipsed by a progressive ideology dedicated to "patroniz- 
ing liberal tokenism" and "bribery by means of proliferat- 
ing entidements." For a quarter centuiy this progressivism 
has ruled the Democratic Party and gradually driven 
white middle-class Democrats to the GOP. 

This history is especially relevant to gays, because 
the gay rights movement has, since 
Stonewall, been a creature of that pro- 
gressive left and has remained tethered 
to it even though our voting patterns 
suggest that gays are, on average, polit- 
ically moderate. (A New York Times/ 
CBS News poll indicated that in the 
November election gays, lesbians, and 
bisexuals voted 60% Democratic, 40% 
Republican. I'm routinely labeled a 
"gay conservative," yet as a New York Democrat who 
voted the straight Liberal Party line, I'm clearly left of 
center for gay America.) The GOP win, Lind argues 
persuasively, marked the progressive Left's demise 
and created "the best opportunity in a quarter centu- 
ry" for the resurgence of traditional liberalism. 

There's a vital truth here for the gay rights movement— 
namely, that we need urgendy to put behind us an ideol- 
ogy that quixotically rejects and ridicules everything the 
average American believes in (God, country, capitalism), 
that touts diversity while condemning any breach of the 
party line as right-wing heresy, and that sees the 
Republican Party as an implacable foe and Middle 
Americans as unchangeable bigots. Let's remember that 
voters did not deliver an antigay mandate: The initiatives 
in Oregon and Idaho both failed, while all three openly 
gay congressmen won reelection (including newly out 
Steve Gunderson, a Republican who represents a rural 
Wisconsin district). 

Let's acknowledge too that Republican and homo- 
phobe aren't synonyms. Bigots— and gay rights support- 
ers—can be found in all parties. In the Connecticut sen- 
ate race, the liberal (and Orthodox Jewish) incumbent, 
Joseph Lieberman, opposed school-counseling pro- 
grams for gay teens, while the conservative Republican 
he defeated, Gerald Labriola, supported them because 



he's a pediatrician who knows what gay teens suffer. Is 
Labriola a 'closet liberal? No; he's a conservative who 
recognizes that according equal rights and respect to 
gay people is a matter not of Right and Left but of 
right and wrong. 

That's something most straight Americans can come 
to recognize— provided, of course, someone explains it to 
them. Indeed, what the November election results 
underscore for us is that the only way to achieve secure, 
lasting change for gays in America is to look primarily 
not to legislators but to their constituents. There's littie 
hope of making Gingrich pro-gay, but we can all do 
more in 1995 and beyond to help the voters— in whose 
hands political power ultimately rests— to understand 
that homosexuality is not a "counterculture" phenome- 
non, that there's no connection between homosexuality 
and the real social problems (such as violent crime and 
teen pregnancy) with which they're legit- 
imately concerned, and that a thoughtful 
devotion to moral principles and "family 
values" compels not rejection but accep- 
tance of gays. 

Perhaps the chief lesson of 1994, 
then, is that gay activism shouldn't 
focus too narrowly on effecting changes 
that can be swept away with a single 
election or constitutional amendment. 
For a generation we've let ourselves be swayed by the 

illusion that if we win over enough legislators— or a 
president— we can achieve equal rights even if most 
Americans oppose us. Not for long, we can't. Some, to 
be sure, maintain that middle-American homophobia is 
intractable. But Fve been astonished to discover how 
litde many straight people know about homosexuality 
and how dramatically (and quickly) some people's 
views can be changed if they're talked to reasonably, 
patiendy, and respectfully. 

That's the good news here: We can eradicate the fear 
and hate that politicians such as Gingrich have cynically 
exploited. In his recent remark that it's "absurd" to con- 
sider a gay couple a family, Gingrich himself uninten- 
tionally summed up what should be our chief task in the 
years ahead: to work at the level of home and work- 
place, church and school board, neighborhood and city 
hall to bring together in the minds of straight Americans 
the institution they claim to cherish above all— namely, 
the family— and the phenomenon that many of them 
most passionately despise: homosexuality. IS we can do 
that, everything else will follow, and the more we suc- 
ceed in replacing ignorance with understanding and 
prejudice with acceptance, the less reason we'll have to 
feel threatened as gay people by transfers of congres- 
sional power from one party to the other. 
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lasting change is 
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terminally ill... 



When someone you know has AIDS, you'll want them to 



know about us. We're a company that helps people gain 



control of their lives financially. By accelerating an already 



existing life insurance policy, we open a whole new window 



of opportunity for them. 



We're the only fully-funded, gay owned and operated settle- 



ment company that doesn't look at our clients as just another 



investment. All of us at Page & associates, inc.' provide the 



best personal service the industry can offer. We feel that our 



Lifeline Program" meets the special needs of the gay termi- 



nally ill, both financially and personally. 1-800-572-4346 




there are options 



PAGE 



& associates^inc* 



Los Angeles V Cleveland V New Hope V Miami 



